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	· Campaign delighted that Festival Gardens scheme will finally be  put under proper scrutiny at Public Inquiry 
· Campaign will focus on issues of housing, woodland and wildlife habitat loss, the risk of pollution during the building process, and the inadequacy of the transport infrastructure to support the development
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For further information journalists can contact:
David Morton (Media Enquiries) 07981 24 46 29 davidmmorton@hotmail.com
10th July 2007 Liverpool…Statement by Lucy Page, Chairwoman, Save The Festival Gardens Campaign:

“On behalf of the campaign to Save the Festival Gardens I welcome the Secretary of State’s decision to call in the planned Langtree Mclean scheme.  

· “We want a public inquiry because we believe that the proposals to redevelop this important site have never been given proper scrutiny and assessment.  We hope a public planning inquiry will provide the comprehensive re-assessment the scheme needs – and will help rescue the Council from the consequences of its negligence.

“The truth is that the Council approved the Langtree McLean scheme on the basis of a badly flawed assessment by the Planning Officers – and because the Council itself had failed to scrutinise properly the proposals from their planning officers.

“The situation was doubly unfortunate in that the Council had given the go-ahead for a major project while lacking adequate guarantees in the planning permission. The Council had no means to make the developer deliver the park they had promised themselves and it had no effective means to avoid the disfigurement of the prom and a host of other problems that so many people feared for the area.   
 “We are delighted that Festival Gardens scheme will finally be  put under proper scrutiny  – and I think that on reflection a public inquiry should come as a welcome relief to anybody concerned about the future of the city of Liverpool.” 

· “The campaign will be asking the the Planning Inquiry to consider: the negative impact of such a large housing development; the loss of woodlands and wildlife habitat and the inadequacy of the park which has been proposed as a replacement; the danger of pollution from building apartment blocks needing deep foundations on the contaminated site; and the inadequacy of investment in transport infrastructure for a major urban scheme of over 1300 households.

· “With regard to housing we believe that the Langtree McLean plan sets a disastrous precedent for building flats on Liverpool’s ‘green belt’ undermining the market for apartments in the City centre and other less well-favoured urban areas across the City.  And because many social housing developments use apartments to cross-subsidise affordable houses these projects will also be put at risk.

“1300 flats on a prime unspoilt waterfront location is just too much for the rest of the market to bear safely – and spreading the build over 15 years just adds to the market  blight. 15 years of building works on one site is also an over-long nuisance for local residents – and will be a long-term blight on the prom walk. 

· “Regarding the park on offer it represents a small financial provision (£2.9 million of park as against £250 million of concrete) and comes at a huge loss of established woodland and wildlife habitat.  

“The truth is that the usual ‘lollipop’ trees planned for the replant would be an inadequate replacement for large healthy trees which have been growing for the last 23 years from 10 year old saplings.  And the large trees are coming down solely to make way for apartments, their waterfront views, and for the wide pathways planned for the park.  The Festival Gardens may have been neglected but the woodlands are far from derelict – they are in fact healthy woods which are naturally self-seeding and regenerating. 

“Again there is no chance that the planned replanted landscape would support anything like the 100 species of birds that currently use the site. And it should be noted that a large area of the rough grassland on the site – which has always been open to the public – is planned to be used as a dump for excavation spoil thus destroying the last breeding ground for the skylark in Liverpool.

· “Regarding the risk of pollution from building on the site digging the foundations for the taller buildings involved in the Langtree McLean scheme means a so far unquantified risk for locals and for prom users. 

Builders will be cutting through the clay cap that currently covers the contaminated land beneath the site and will be excavating toxic waste - including asbestos – deposited on the site when it was a landfill rubbish tip. This risk is doubled as it is planned to dump excavated material on the grassland areas of the site as part of the park development.  

“As yet the Council have rejected the need for a Health Impact Assessment – which we believe could well leave the Council at risk from claims of negligence should a contamination accident during building put people’s lives or health at risk.

· “Finally there is the simple fact  that the existing transport infrastructure in South Liverpool is already stretched and will simply seize up when it has to cope with such a large development.  

“The planners and the developers offer the lack of infrastructure investment (from car parking to roads) as if they were green credentials.

“Is it too cynical to suggest that the truth is that the scheme relies upon being ‘rescued’ by future roads being built - such as the recently reported plans for a ‘super-highway’ to be bulldozed through this area. 

“We are often asked whether Liverpool can afford to lose this £250 million project? It is precisely  the £250 million scale of devastation that says Liverpool can’t afford to have it.  We can’t afford that level of blight in the housing market, we can’t afford that level of destruction to the woodlands and the prom, we can’t afford a pollution risk on that scale, and we can’t afford that scale of a traffic gridlock…Roll on the Public Inquiry!”
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