Dear Sir/Madam

I write to draw your attention and to express my concern regarding what is happening at Leicester Adult Education College on Wellington Street.

You may or may not be aware that recently, and at two days' notice, the Highcross Development Employment Hub was moved from the Shires Shopping Centre and set up in the art studio in Leicester Adult Education College.  The hub is basically a job centre for people wanting retail employment or who want to train to be a builder working in the new shopping centre.  The hub is owned by the Leicester Partnership i.e. Leicester City Council, Hammerson (the Highcross Shopping Centre developers), LSC and Leicester College (amongst others).

This move came just before the Easter break with staff told to pack and move to the Holy Cross Centre at two days' notice.  The new location is wholly unsuitable for teaching art and has no wheelchair access.  

The explanation given is that the lease for the hub in the Shires Shopping Centre came to an end and that the only suitable place for its relocation was the art studio at Leicester Adult Education College.  I am unconvinced that there are no alternative locations in Leicester.  I have since found out that the owners of the hub are not paying any rent for the hub’s tenure at Leicester Adult Education College.  

Staff have since met with Chris Minter, at Adults and Housing at Leicester City Council and the man responsible for making this decision.  They were not impressed by the meeting with the man who claims to have made this decision “entirely on his own”.  During the meeting Minter made light of the move, telling staff that it was ‘just a test’, and outraged tutors by telling them that he could move them anywhere he liked.  No wonder there was no consultation, and no care or respect shown for learners’ and tutors’ needs and opinions.  

Furthermore, this man is using bullying tactics to get his way.  Prior to a public meeting held at the Secular Hall in Leicester on Wednesday 9 April, he sent staff an intimidating e-mail stating that: “I will be attending the advertised public meeting but since there are many proper channels for staff to make their views heard ... I do not approve or condone staff becoming involved in such campaigns that threaten ‘direct action.’” 

As for the long term future of the college, Minter claims not to know what the college will be used for this autumn, let alone its long term future.  Unless he is truly incompetent at his job I fail to see how this could be the case.  This is particularly true given that the only indication that Minter has given is that it could be used as a conference facility.
I would like to know why the council found it necessary to move the hub into Leicester Adult Education College.  I would also like to know why it was done at such short notice.  As the hub is owned by the council as part of the Leicester Partnership, surely it must have known well in advance that the lease in the Shires was due to end.  Given that the council prefers to use the college to house a job centre for the partnership, rather than utilise the building for the purpose it has come to be primarily used for, I am very concerned for the future of adult education at the college.  
I would like to see the art department restored at Leicester Adult Education College on Wellington Street.  I want to the council to keep adult education in the Wellington Street building and for it not to be thrown out and spread across the city in a 'survival of the fittest' tactic.  I would like to see management develop Wellington Street as a strong focus point for adult learning with the location and facilities already there, as this building can be kept and developed into a key learning centre for the modern learning needs, instead of turned into a ready cash centre struggling to compete with competitive businesses.  I would like the staff at the college to get full support with updating their curriculum instead of being set up to fail and 'dumped' because they are seen as out-of-date. 

I look forward to receiving your comments.

Yours sincerely

