Comparison: Battle of the Low-Buck Sport- Uli/ifies’
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Callaway Corvette Speedster, Chevrolet Lumina 234; GMC Syclone,
Chevrolet 454 S monster trucks; Toyota Tercel Deluxe, VW Vanagon GL
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One year behind the wheel of a mighty nice,
mighty fast supercoupe







NISSAN 3007X TURBO

Twelve months: Despite twenty-seven days out of service, we loved our Z-car

Ann Arbor—

ou can sce the mark

pois
flows the original dpt bt -
book, ending as a trickle of posiscripts
in a second book,

‘The workshop record, in contrast, de-
wils relatively few from
unavoidably frequent visits to the shop
for lube services (every 3000 miles in a

turbocharged car) and for brake pads
and fires, plus two trips to Ross-Beakes

W wo
tached T-top gl pedal that
came unglued.
of lh. schedu!ad service costs, the
largest chunk was made up of tire re-
Placement expeny_s A full $753.84 out
arts price is due to
e Tubber; b, besaugeth car
one or two stints on the racetrack under
its belt, we can forgive the 300ZX its
profligate appetite for tires. As for the
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enough to award it five stars.

Sonvarnty epen,all ot $8.54 (e
cost of the T-top knob) went for the
paint work. The. it Vs job that
amounted to $140, was to repair the
scraches caused by cggs flung on Dev-
il's Night. The second was to touch up
high-speed stone chips, and cost $454.

whine about in a 300-bhp sports car with
xahmc.ﬂ complexities such as four-
heel steering, twin tur ers, ad-
jusmble shock absorbers, electronically
e power stecring, automatic cli-
e control, cruise control, and a
theft alarm
fact, the biggest beef we had with
the car was with the service we rec
from the local dealer, Rampy Sk
Nissan, wm nineof thirt
vis nied for twenty hce of the
IWLnIy seven days spent of

ment deci
bits, P
pads—ihat one might reasonably expect
it to have on hand

What's more, Rampy also failed to
follow up on parts it had ostensibly or-
dered some time before. Or it would or-
der the wrong parts, causing us 10 wait
for brake pads and the plastic T-top laich
knob for unnecessary lengths of time.
The same happy crew conducted a four-
day search for the cause of the embar-
rassing squeal that followed start-up,
and then announced that a new crank
sensor was needed. Which they did not
have in stock.

BARRY

PHOTOGRAPHY 8Y TiM WREN.

Several days later, at the occasion of
the car’s 30,000-mile service, they re-
placed all e g un puneys but
were unable 10 do a tuneup at the same
i ey had m spark plugs
that would it he Zear. The reason,

fiey said, wes hecwe the car was too

. As you might have expected, the
squwal i sl er, The meral of de
ey e oty ca
car as buleproof as th clever Nisian
designers and engme:xe can make it,
but you stil have to entrust it to the
local deales

The service the car itself rendered
was of the most silvery sterling. It sc-
duced all of its suspicious detractors. It
reward carly infatuations of its
first admirers with unrelenting good-
e, convincing them that tei il

ssions had been shrewdly accu
rate. And the quality of its performance,
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sions—he laest 3002X cors.

WINFIELD



NISSAN 3007X TURBO

AW eodbe
happy to do
another Four Seasons
test of a twin-turbo
Nissan 300ZX.
Starting right now.
With the same car.

It’s that good.

ride, and control sensibility was undi-
minished and unimpaired by the atten-
tions of its various drivers. The car
drove as well, as fast, as stably at
30,000 miles as it ever had.

As dependable as it was, the 3002X
‘was no blandly servile robot. It had its
quirks. One of them was 2 theft alam
that lay in wait for drivers with a fast
key hand. Those who defily twisted the
key in the driver's door lock and then
‘whipped the door open would most like-
ly trigger te shimy Thes ey b o
relock the car and start over—this time
ey, The ot et b

of its own, 100, resetting to automatic
and blowing vigorously only a few sec-
onds after you'd start the car. In fact, it
is probably the one feature most of us
‘would have traded for  good old-fash-
ioned do-it-yourself ventilation system.

“That's all we'd trade, and we'd hap-
pily tolerate that for the steady thrust of
jetlike propulsion one experiences when
the twin turbos are p and shrilling their
reedy battle cry. Now that the car is at
the end of ts time, we'll miss the instant
pivoting response to the wheel, the rock-
steady set in comers, and the forgiving
handling out at the edge. We'll miss the
20 anywhere, any time ease of operation
and the mule-headed stubbornness of
the cruise control—a device that was

tenacious in its determination to hold a
preset velocity, yet surprisingly gentle in
transition.

For a car 50 loaded with high-tech
quipment, e 002X had a recarkably

luttered interior and was extremely
Simpl 1o opere, In aiion 10t 1t

of gizmos already mentioned, the car
featred optional powe mkrus wih
Tosle clsnnts bor delougiop soner
adjustable seats, and illuminated entry
with courtesy-light fade-out. (These are
standard on 1991 models.) There was
not a lot it didn’t have, yet the impres-
sion was of a fairly simple cockpit, with
ergonomics that usually led the driver to
she wanied

Despite the 300 bhp, the Nissan is not
an intimidating car. Just about anybody
can drive it. And although it isn't as
chatty as, say, a Porsche 94452 in the

spite v instrumentation and a igh
equipment lve,the Nisan's cockpit was tidyand
eusy Lo use. Most drivers ke the Bose stereo few

peopl paisd the automaticcimate conrol,

way it relays messages back to the driv-
e, it s far from being bland or numb,
certainly requires a it
concentration, and you have o be able
1o modulate the throtte in first gear o
moderate turbo boost if you don’t want
jour moming commute in a se-

e o Hgh o o k.
aracter of the car is benign
coough 1o 18 the Ty o€ Bk B
fast it is dwindle away during predomi-
nantly suburban use, so that when you
swing the low nose back out onto an
open road and let the reins out, there's a




fresh surpris i its reminder, This is a
seriously quick car, with passing power
that catapults you past slower vehicles.
Inersate travel should be done under

emrsz speeds in the 90-mph
y nomal. At hose velacties, the
bngm red flying saucer is a sorc thumb
Jooking for police attentior
Naually, no car i ever perfct, and
there was some mild eriicism threaded
among the strings of praise. Toward the
end of itstenure, the car produced occa-
sonal mild crunches during the four-
t-ffth gearshift. ‘This is more likely a
e forcltch adusment it s yr-

miaketing gimmick more than 8 serious

REACTION

I:N:nnmx'l\nbuhmx
sood. It good enough 1o
Sint a Posche 044, 165 good
‘cnough to consider one over a Corvett.
15 50 good that an A:unNSlell

every twenty
o, Norpi pmnlwtlmhl!he
end of the day that the 300ZX Turbo in

The has v
yantin . I st n vyt s
s oy e ok Lo

wmummlmmw;«:m
the seas. The 002X Turbo

It has
ox Bt it It s that good.
—Jean Lindamood

One quibble short of a quorum.

option. Also, brake pedal feel was con-
sidered 100 vague by a couple of plots.

Problems with rear-three-quarter visi-
bility were commonly mmmged
although drivers admitted they did not
fme amelt oty in atis Thiae
was an occasional buffeting resonance
from the rear, which might have been a
suspension noise transmitting into the
tructure, or perha

‘Whatever, it certainly did not happen of-
ten. Most people didn't notice it. One
dfver compinined,that thee was ear
suspension tramp during hard accelera-
mm, but nobody clsc complained,
pe i M|chuc|
e

said he plush un'pelmg on th dash and

e doors was a mite cheap. Someone

clw R e S

Jor many years we heard that
i i L A

ing product categories —like econ-
‘were relatively simple
others, my

become.

llmglewwnlvclmwdfvrmlmd
the-art GT coupe. Nissan had stirred a ot
of et with 3 midngined show cxr

ow hiim to balance the speakers for him-
self. Sorry, but that’s not the Bose phi-
loscpty.In Michign, th Nisar' bi:
gest flaw lack of winter raction,
S

dedicaed $n0w ties on the ZX. and a
slight chance exists that they might
have amelioraed the conditon: Finally,
couple of people noticed that if
you kicked the clutch in when the

confuse the
the cruise would sulk for a while and not
reengage
‘These observations do litle to under-
mine the s good R 5o
Fhu sl d b happy (006 b
easons test of a twin-turbo Nis-
san 300ZX. Starting i i
same car. It's that good.

have no bone 1o pick with Mr. Win-

s suneyaion year wit

issan 300X Turbo. The car is
nuﬂy oo, e
and the driving f,xpznemm bland and
uninspiring. Bl . you say? [

by et o
cnmbadmmrmmmxl

expected to
e ke e v
feel like a million bucks

salivates when I bring it
daughters invite thei friends over (o see
itand go for rides, and my brother-in-law
begs me 10 let him dive it arou

block or just up and down the driveway.
Ao | obligingly scsommdte hecn all,
but I'm

lllnellynuamﬂ!u-g s gy
Tooking car. I was driving.

way o the airport
front,

In tuth, I have only one quanifiable
int sbout the that is

the MDA would'tbe bult, One .
ing aound ot oad
o, aad th i cogied drean
Sove gain Gl sy it The
300ZX Turbo combines supercar perfor-
‘mance with the uilty and convenience of
A il o
Sl et s Yo ol
Daid . D, It

tem.

you can't direct the airflow at the wind-
i ety o e 0 o
fer. At all times, the system does it for
o, smicaly Gr. 1 1 e wont
automatic system I've ever experienced.
But the oo news for 91 ¢ 'y gonel
You can again
mspeaiywdme,wymmum
on automatic. —Patricia
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1990 NISSAN 300ZX TURBO

IN SUMMARY

o

s st

BT e vt 3275

MAJOR EQUIPME

e ——
e .

5! cpond lcier oercr 81000

VETRAI:
speed monuel roramision
G 13211530100 100

Fid e i 3691
MEASURBMENTS:
Vinesboe 6.5
Trook fonthec 389612

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR COSTS:

Hoodem i 144598
et

Fiesos 964l 131

Warcntybumper 5 umger 313 00 i

REVIEW PERIOD:
A

Clrbwaght 1474y
Wiioh Gsvision rontheor S5U45%
G cacrnca 51y

e

e s, it v A il
ol e ooy core g,
kot g o sl o il
dampers, ol oo

1169, 190,890, 1150, 191
SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE:

Pors$94082

Loborsans o

ety

WARRANTY REPAIRS:

Pons

Labor $314.30 cleoted o1 $45pr o)

RUNNING CHANGES

he 1991 300ZX Turbo is essential-

has getting a new head unit
facia and losing the center speaker. A

driver'sside air bag s offered, and e
povier scas ar now only availible with | [ “sesemeior
the leather o e g
couresy lgh o
fadeout o feates
[[se e B
new cargo area cover become stndard, r-
it bl o Sy moc o iy e

manual, unlike last year's all autor

FEBRUARY 1991




COMPETITORS

PROBLEM AREAS:
& Miourmsrphcedo 678 o A

st roion
s $594 84 Averoo e voe 2

TEAR

'NADA USED CAR PRICES
ek 34775
g ool price 2
o

regon
Averog rode.n voue 24950
Averoge el price $28,050
Pockc

525050
Averge o pie $28150

e T

vmmmwmm 25007m

0-80mphin
1 TS Tue
Bose rce §27

e cood 2 DOHC
i, m:wm‘s«d
Power SAE et Z32 b @ 5800
memﬁ\bh@imm
0-60mgh

ence your
Four Seasons T, Automabie
T St e A o 8108

Price as delivered $35,000
Months owned 9
Insurance for one year $1200

Likes: This car has outstanding accel-

plaint, though, is wheel hop 1t doesn't
doit every time, but when it does, the car
o 10 b e il gt 'l o
see a real boulevard suspension setting,
one that wuldenble e and my wie 0

around town with a really soft sus-
pension. 1 shouid addthat e give

that has gotten me out of some hairy situ-
ations that | wasn't sure would be recoy-
enble. I've owned a Z-carsince 1970—a

4 260Z, & a3002X. 1
considered handling to be the greatest as-
seton all of them, but this 300ZX Turbo

eve
miss a beat. Yes, i's a ot of money, but
i's worth it if you are a true cnthusiast
and can appreciate. what . value it is

among its performance-car peers.
The ca nesds ere st

mentation,or at east different instrumen-
sation. Maybe an ammeter and an ol
emperature gauge. You can't quickly
ead the turbo boost gauge when you're
lerating rapidly.

overrevving the engine. My biggest com-

shortcomings, | wouldn't touch 4 thing.

Ivan Colon, 26
.eﬁm NG i

Price as del.xvcmd 35,705
Months
Insurane l'ur one year $3:
Likes: 1 love the slyllng Joucs
main reason I bought the
il inside and out. | like the my o
interior is shaped and contoured
whole car has a really together look bt
Lalso ke the way the steering and han-
diing
Distikes: I've had some problems with
the brakes. | went (0 the dealership three:
times before they finally Rplawd the
front brake pads and the rotors. The ser-
vice manager told me I was driving the

car 100 hard, and that made me mad.

Smoke shouldn't have been coming out
nt wheel wells whe I was stop-

ping. If I wma to drive 60 mph, I'd

Have bought a Hyu

Charles Sakamoto, 28

Garena, California,

nm k)

hansss fo year $1400
Likes: T love the way this car drives,
the way it looks and feels. I’ a lte bit
100 bumpy a ride, but the comering is so
great that it makes up for it. The other
thing I really like is that I get a lot of
‘compliments on my car. Everyone is al-
ways very impressed with it. They end
up wanting one
Distikes: There about this
car it T x0T o only one
problem—one of the speakers was mak-
ing a crackling nois. T took it 10 the deal-
er, and it was replaced. The only thing I
would wish for would be more leather in
the cockpit where there is cloth uphol-
stery now.
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