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A5 VEGAS, NEVADA — To the
amazement of pundits the
world over, the Vatican re-

cently hoseda confernce on
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revious 3502, thanks in large part to

e b e e the hood,doosand
hatch. Riding on the second generation
M e platform, its

of two very

and creation, marking the 150th anniver-
sary of Charles K,

Nissan designer Randy Rodriguez, a

Onthe OriginofSpeces.
Its been more than few e

since the Pope and | have broken breat

o0ether bt | o Quess where h

09 3702 and realized that evolution can

er of past Z cars, penned the 3705 exte-
rior. Highlights nclude the new upswept

from the Maxim, 2"
sidemarkers that double as turn signals
and!

You see,forthe ion' share of 40 years,
the Z was the embodiment of sporting
performance for Nissan on our shores,
Then last year, the automakers mighty

anada from.

Nissan says making its new Z shorter
made the vehicle more ‘blunt; calling for
extra wind tunnel tuning to counter the
negative aerodynamic effects.

The

sccu th Pack. aking i
torm and whispered threats

s b
S0 for 2009, Nissan's original afford-
able sports coupe has evolved. Nearly

dopts a new
double wishbone front suspension (re-
placing the multfink setup), whie bolt.
ing in a stiffer and lighter four-ink rear
setup. Improvements 1o the coupe’s

structure, fike a more rigid aluminum

e tighter and more affordable 3702.
In a welcome change from conven-
tion, the new car is down 50 kg from the.

Naturally, the Z free-rewving VQ V6
has been brought up to speed. Shared







jth Infints G,

80percent new, ncluding some high-tech

Rediine ises 107,500 rp
“The engine wears a true dual exhaust,

a shorter carbon-fibre driveshaft to re-
luced rotating mass and it its 06 inches
lower to pulithe centre of gravity closer to
the,

pavement.
Net result? A bump of 26 ponies o
332 at 7,000 tpm. Torque sis at 270 It
at 5,200 1pm, a more modest increase,

formance, fuel economy and emissians.

earllerand over a much broader rang

loutthe new 370Z on a drive
from the Vegas Strip and up through the
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation
Area, before an afternoon lapping at the
wonderfully twisty Spring Mountain Mo-

T atop the
centre stack - o pressure, voltmetre and
clock - return and the main gauge clus
ter still adjusts in sync with the steering
hess Toobd e ool i sy
onthe lefs hard 0 read at

As advertsed, the newd

The 3702 the

Wearing
the larger four-wheel disc brakes from the
Sport Package - four-piston front, two.
rear you can dive deep inio a corner be.
fore pling on the binders

Cornering s fatand fast: Nissan say the.

are 18-inch Yokohamas, though we pre-
ferred the handsome 19-inch lightweight
forged oy, wapped in sty Bidges
tones Potenza

Shun us ifyou must, but on first blush,
the Nissan's new suspension seems too.
tauntat times for itsintended day-to-day.
use and the engine note nside the cabin
is well, not much sexier than a Pathfind-
er' - hopefully a Nismo setup is coming

communicative as al sporting machines
Skt

comer under ful thrust and the
tandord e i ffeeni
appec sabilty control keep yor

mash the gas offtheline and the 370Z will
it 100 kv in under ive seconds

Wete in love with the 75 groundbreak
ing new SynchroRev Match, offered on
oo el s et e o

K vrits, o i

aantaly i the Ut whan o
brake, depress the cluich and downshift,
delivering expert heal and toe action v
erysingle time.

You can shut down the system, but we

ing. Both are heated and
finished in leather and
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The only options
are the before-mentioned 54000 Sport
Package, which also adds a front chin and
ear spoilr, and a Navigation Package at
52,500,

Evolution has made this the best Z on
the books. Its outstanding performance
for the dollar may even convert the Cor
vette, RX8 and dare we say, Cayman,
faithful,
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THE CANKD\AN PFS\n!\H{ BEHIND THE NEW Z

By Bradley Horn horty af

Y Nunavu " ning Canadian I Fver a
oo Corsoan e  few desgnersvied o penthe
o 2B i What e Jour o Yot owned 1023 now, it design

© signthe winner? lessons have you taken away from
i« them?

What clement of the design are you
S0 then, what makes for good sports  most proud of? I there something you
car design? foughtfor?
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Nissan wanted ts new Z to be lighter
and tighter. Was that a challenge for
you?

How has the presence for the GTR
changed the design of the 37027

Name some good designs outside of
the automotive world?

What makes Japanese car design so

unique?

tjt 0
comparisons in
terms of its balance
of performance,
stunning design
and value

What other automakers are doing
good design work these days?

I you weren't designing cars for
Nissan, what would you be doing?

50,do you have your personal Z yet?




