Questionnaire 1

South African emigrants currently living in the United Kingdom

General:

	1.1) What is your name?


	

	1.2) What is your age?


	

	1.3) Gender?


	

	1.4) Race?


	

	1.5) How many years did you live in South Africa before moving to the UK?
	

	1.6) How many years have you lived in the UK in total?
	

	1.7) Month, year you moved to the UK:
	

	1.8) Month, year you left South Africa [if you moved to other countries before the UK]:
	

	1.9) When did you last visit South Africa (month, year)?
	

	1.10) What level of education did you achieve in South Africa?
	

	1.11) Describe your occupation:


	

	1.12) Where did you find out about filling out this survey?
	


What were the push factors, perceived and actual?

Rate the following according to their influence over your decision to emigrate. Rate from 0 to 5, with 5 being an extremely high influence, and 0 being no influence whatsoever.

*If you rate a factor as between 0 and 3 in importance, there is no need to provide an explanation in the box below(
Example Question:

	2.4.1) Crime levels in South Africa:



	2.4.2) Have you had personal experience of crime and is this an influencing factor?

	I have not had personal experience of any violent crime, although my house was burgled a couple of times before I left. Many people around me have experienced bad crime, and my sister-in-law was held up at gunpoint. The general presence of crime makes me scared and pushed me away from South Africa.


	2.1.1) South African media (news, advertising, etc) in your decision to emigrate: 

	2.1.2) Did it encourage you to remain in South Africa or emigrate and how did it do this?

	

	2.2.1) The influence of word-of-mouth: people discussing the negative aspects of living in South Africa and benefits of living elsewhere:

	2.2.2) What were the main aspects that came out?

	

	2.2.3) Did any person/people have a large influence on your decision to move, and what relation were they to you?

	

	2.3.1) Black Economic Empowerment:



	2.3.2) What do you feel about affirmative action in SA and what influence did it have on you?

	

	2.4.1) Working conditions in South Africa?



	2.4.2) If this had an influence, please provide the most important examples:

	

	2.4.1) Crime levels in South Africa:



	2.4.2) Have you had personal experience of crime and was this an influencing factor?

	

	2.5.1) Corruption in South Africa:



	2.5.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.6.1) Apartheid and the political system that existed until 1994:



	2.6.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.7.1) Uncertainty about the future (government, economy, general instability):

	2.7.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.8.1) Income – lower income than you thought you could get elsewhere:

	2.8.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.9.1) Education – not a satisfactory amount of education opportunities:

	2.9.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.10.1) Level of development (advancement in industry, technology and economic productivity)

	2.10.2) If any of these factors had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	2.11.1) Social reasons – simply didn’t fit into South Africa anymore:

	2.11.2) If so, how not?

	

	2.12) If you could pick one main reason for deciding to move away from South Africa, what would it be? If the reason was one already listed above, write it here.

	


What were the pull factors, perceived and actual?

Rate the following according to their influence over your decision to immigrate to the United Kingdom specifically. Rate from 0 to 5, with 5 being an extremely high influence, and 0 being no influence whatsoever.

	3.1.1) The British media (news, advertising, etc) in your decision to emigrate to the UK:

	3.1.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.2.1) Word-of-mouth: people saying that life was better in the United Kingdom:

	3.2.2) If there were people who told you about the advantages of living in the United Kingdom, were they people with experience of living in the UK?

	

	3.2.3) What were the main reasons given by these people of life being better?

	

	3.3.1) Migration to or existence of friends and/or family in the UK:

	3.3.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.4) More job opportunities in the UK:

	3.5) Higher salary:

	3.6) Opportunity to make money in order to save:

	3.7.1) More opportunities for promotion:

	3.7.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.8) Did you communicate with a job recruitment agency seeking out employees for vacancies in the UK?

	

	3.9.1) Higher levels of development in the UK (advancement in industry, infrastructure (eg public transport), technology and economic productivity):

	3.9.2) If any of these factors had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.10.1) Good stability in government, economy, general certainty about the future:

	3.10.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.11.1) The welfare system in the UK:

	3.11.2) If this had an influence, please provide more information:

	

	3.12) If you could pick one main reason for wanting to come to the United Kingdom specifically, what would it be? If it was one of the reasons listed above, write it here:

	


Obstacles:
Rate the following according to their influence over obstacles in the way of moving to the UK. Rate from 0 to 5, with 5 being an extremely high influence, and 0 being no influence whatsoever.

	4.1) Application for a visa and other documents needed in order to immigrate to the UK:

	4.2) Expense of moving and living in the UK:

	4.3.1) Language and cultural differences:

	4.3.2) Please explain briefly:

	

	4.4.1) Word of mouth: people discussing the positive aspects of living in South Africa or negative of the UK:

	4.4.2) What were the main aspects that came out?

	

	4.5.1) Were you discouraged to move by anybody in any way, and how?

	

	4.5.2) Did they have experience of living in the UK?

	

	4.6) Do you feel that your skin colour ever proved an obstacle in your move, or influenced you in any way in your move?

	

	4.7) Were there any other actual obstacles preventing you from moving from South Africa to the UK? Please explain below:

	


Assessment of your move:

How do you feel about your decision to move now?

	5.1) What area of the UK do you live in?

	

	5.2) Are you in contact with many other South Africans?

	

	5.3) Currently, do you feel more cultural ties to the UK or South Africa?

	

	5.4) When the British Lions play the South African Springboks in rugby, who do you support (?

	

	5.5) Are you happier living in the UK than you were in South Africa?

	

	5.6) Were all of your expectations/perceptions fulfilled when you arrived and started up your life here? What disappointments did you encounter?

	

	5.7) Did you ever feel you were falsely informed about the opportunities awaiting you in the United Kingdom?

	

	5.8) Do you plan to ever return to South Africa? How long from now? 

	

	5.9) What would be the main reason for returning?

	

	5.10) If you moved before the end of apartheid, did the change in the political situation attract you to come back at all?

	

	5.11) Do you ever feel that you would want to return to South Africa to help the country improve, and would you ever go through with this?

	


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT!

If you are interested, let me know and I’ll try and send you a copy of the finished essay…
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