>HBE Student Funding Squandered By Schoolboards!

> Please support lobby for the full funding allocated to our students.


> November 9, 2005
>
> Saskatoon Public Schools
> 310 21st E
> Saskatoon, Sk.
> S7K 1M7
>
> Attention:  Mr. Hugh Kurtz
>
> Re:  HBE
>
> Please answer the following in writing to us.
>
> 1.  How much grant money is allocated from the government to the
schoolboard
> for i.e., a sixth grade student?
>
> 2.  Where does it go?  Please break it down, specifically.
>
> 3.  What services/help is the schoolboard providing with the grant set
aside
> for our kids?
>
> 4.  It is our understanding that every child registered with the SPS has
> access to a resource teacher when they need
> assistance.  Every child, but ours.  This is discriminatory to a minority
> group.  Why do our children not have access
> to this resource?
> If the schoolboard does not want to offer our kids resource teachers, then
> we want the full grant so we can hire our
> own resource teachers.
>
>
> 5.  In Grade 6 the schoolboard offers 'French' and 'band' to our children.
>      Having access to these subjects is not something:
>
>      a) we want or need
>      b) we asked for
>
> Who decided these were the subjects to offer? How many of the HBE children
> actually utilize these classes?
> We doubt many HBE children attend these classes.
>
> Why not let the parents and children choose the subjects that would be
most
> beneficial to them?  Our son needs
> help in math.  This is one subject that we would choose to attend in a
> school setting, or use a resource teacher for
> assistance.  In discussion with other HBE parents, many agree that math is
> the subject that their kids need help
> with.
>
> We believe that the schoolboard should be the ones to come to the table,
to
> ask us what we want/need to help our
> kids.  We will state it again, as we did August 10, 2004.  Other provinces
> are embracing HBE.  The parents do not
> have to fight with the schoolboards to get the assistance they need. Our
> experience in Kelowna was incredible.  We
> had an assigned teacher to assist us whenever we needed it, (which
included
> all subjects).  All field trips, sports
> training, theatre/symphony, drama, etc. were arranged by the schoolboard.
> Michael's assigned teacher phoned
> Michael, emailed him and sent him personal letters to see how he was
doing.
> We strongly suggest you meet with
> representatives from Central School, Kelowna, to see how progressive and
> open minded they are about the growing
> trend to HBE.
>
> Time goes by very quickly, so therefore we would like our son to have
access
> to a resource teacher right away.
>
> We take the education of our son, Michael, very seriously.
> We hope that the Saskatoon Board of Education does as well.
>
> Sincerely,
>
>
> Roy Laybourne
> Sharon Laybourne
>
>
> Faxed on November 14, 2005 to 306.787.6139
>
> Dear Mrs. Churko,
>
> Further to our conversation of November 10, we submit to you a letter of
> August 10, 2004, and a
> letter of November 9, sent to the Saskatoon Schoolboard (SPS).
>
> We arranged a meeting with Mr. Hugh Kurz, Superintendent of Schools,
> November 10.  We had
> left 4 messages  (he did not return our calls), and had to make 3 more
> additional calls to finally
> have an audience with Mr. Kurz.
>
> The issue we raised with Mr. Kurz was a lack of resources for HBE
students.
> We asked that a
> math resource teacher be made available to HBE students, pointing out that
> all children in the
> SPS system have either access to a resource teacher or their inclass
teacher
> for additional help.
> We pointed out that French and band are now offered (for Gr. 6), and to
our
> knowledge, not
> being utilized by the HBE students. We stated that a math/ language arts
> resource teacher or class
> is more needed, wanted and practical.
>
> He flatly refused our petition. He also stated that it was his position
that
> every child in
> Saskatchewan should be educated through the regular, institutionalized
> system, without
> exception. He stated that, "if we did not like what the SPS offered us, we
> should leave the
> province."  He also made it very clear to us that Dr. Jim Jutras, Director
> of Education,  and the
> SPS had the same position/stand as he did.
>
> To be met with this level of of prejudice and discrimination by a
> schoolboard in the year 2005 is
> disgraceful. Our 11 year old son was sitting in the room with us when Mr.
> Kurz made the above
> statements. Who does the schoolboard answer to for discriminatory
behaviour?
>
> It takes resources to educate a child.  The grant is allocated for each
and
> every child.  If people
> choose to educate their children in the home,  the funding that is set
aside
> to educate them is
> taken away at two levels.  The province keeps one half of the almost
$5,000
> (grant at Gr. 6), the
> other half goes to the schoolboard.  The schoolboards have total control
of
> how much goes to the
> student.  The schoolboard decides what resources they will give the
> students, without any
> apparent consultation with the HBE students or their parents.  We have
asked
> Mr. Kurz to give
> us the actual numbers of students utilizing French and band.  Mrs. N.
> Gilbault didn't seem to
> know when we talked to her on November 10.  If the government/schoolboard
is
> offering classes
> to our kids, why aren't HBE students and parents consulted as to what
would
> be most beneficial?
> We've never been consulted.
>
> There are over 200 HBE students in our division.  The full grant is
> approximately $5,000.  The
> province keeps half, and the schoolboard gets half.  We receive
$1,000/year
> in our division.
>
> Realizing that the HBE students are at different levels and that grants
vary
> depending on age,
> there is still a great deal of money going somewhere.
>
> The schoolboards and province have seized an opportunity to take the
> educational resources away
> from children who have no recourse and no apparent way to right the wrong.
>
> Year after year, millions of tax dollars allocated to educate our
children,
> is what???  Stolen??
> Where has this money gone?  How much funding does this total, in say, the
> past 10 or more
> years??
>
> I can assure you as a parent of a HBE student, the level of resources
> offered by the schoolboards,
> are either non-existent, or unacceptable.
>
> Mr. Kurz made it very clear to us that he is not interested in our
requests,
> and that he is not
> obligated to us in any way, even though he heads up the HBE with the SPS.
> Clearly Mr. Kurtz is
> not a forward/progressive thinking individual in regards to HBE, and it is
> appalling, but not
> surprising, that he is responsible for HBE in Saskatoon.  The schoolboard
> believes it has no
> obligation to Distance Ed children.  But, they do receive funds (1/2
grant)
> that are to be spent
> educating our students.  Taking the funds equates taking on the job.  The
> schoolboard can't
> simply pocket this funding and offer HBE students nothing.  This problem
is
> compounded by the
> fact that the province is in on this money grab as well.  They simply
pocket
> the other half of the
> grant.  These institutions (schoolboards and the province) need to lead by
> example.  Stealing
> funding surely is not leading by example.
>
> What does it take to move forward and make the necessary changes
> expeditiously, to this
> backwards and unprogressive approach to HBE?
>
> Please respond.  Thank you.
>
> Sincerely,
>
>
>
> Roy Laybourne
> Sharon Laybourne
>
> November 19, 2005
>
> Office of the Premier
> 904D 22nd Street West
> Saskatoon, Sk.
> S7M 0S1
>
> Attention:  Lorne Calvert
>
> Dear Mr. Calvert,
>
> Please find enclosed letters that detail a request to the Saskatoon Public
> Schoolboard (SPS).  We
> are parents of a Distance Education (HBE) student, registered with the
SPS.
>
> We thought it appropriate to bring to your attention the response we had
> from Mr. Kurz,
> Superintendent of Schools.
>
> I'm sure you would take offense, as we did, to being twice told by Mr.
Kurz,
> "if you don't like our
> program for HBE, leave the province."
>
> Homebased Educators (parents)should be praised for the hard work,
dedication
> and committment
> taken on when they choose to educate their children at home.  We can tell
> you that it is a
> challenging, but rewarding job, that takes a great deal of self-disipline
> and responsibility. Home
> Educators are parents who are very devoted to their children and family
> values. Homebased
> Educators are responsible citizens, who raise responsible children and
> future adults/citizens.  They
> save the taxpayers money, as only a half grant is provided by the
government
> to the schoolboards
> for these children.  Home Educators are progressive and proactive in their
> approach to education
> and life.
>
> We don't believe that we, or our children, are people that your government
> would like to see,
> "leave the province."  But, we know this is happening here.  Home
Educators
> are leaving this
> province to access much superior opportunities, especially in Alberta and
> British Columbia.
>
> The SPS are not taking any lead in developing educational
resources/support
> for HBE, and they
> are in fact stealing monies from defenceless school children, because the
> opportunity presents
> itself. A very shameful example considering the SPS are educators and
> community leaders. These
> Homebased students need and deserve the resources made available for their
> education.  What
> excuse could there be for the Schoolboards taking funding that belongs to
> our students?
>
> We have contacted The Human Rights Commission, The Ombudsman and the Child
> Advocacy
> Board,  to address what we deem to be discrimination to a minority group,
> and the misuse of
> funding provided for the HBE students.
>
> Ourselves and others have found it disturbing that none of these agencies
> have jurisdiction over
> Education, and that the Schoolboard, to our knowledge, answers to no one.
>
> In my son's Grade 6 studies of Ancient Rome this year, we learned the
famous
> quote by Lord
> Acton, "absolute power corrupts absolutely."  Nowhere is this more true
than
> with the
> schoolboards in this province.
>
> Sincerely,
>
>
> Roy Laybourne
> Sharon Laybourne
>
>
> December 21, 2005
>
> Over the years, the schoolboards have proved they are unwilling, and
unable
> to administer funding
> for homebased students, in a manner that benefits our students.  They
serve
> no purpose.  They are
> a level of beuracracy between the Department of Learning (government) and
> the HB student that
> manages to spend all the HB grant monies, leaving nothing left for
> "educating" HB students.
> There is absolutely no way schoolboards can justify receiving funds for HB
> Education.
>
>
> Problem
>
> Schoolboards are receiving the funding intended  for HB students.
>
> They are spending these funds without offering support or the
> proper/sufficient resources to the
> students the money is intended for.  We believe the funds allocated for HB
> students should be
> used to educate HB students.
>
>
> Solution/Proposal
>
> Schoolboards need to be entirely left out of HB Education.
>
> Funding needs to go entirely to the HB students - at least the 1/2 grant
> that now goes to the
> schoolboards.
>
> The process of student registration be centralized with the province:  the
> province can afford to
> do this without charge to the student, as they withold 1/2 of the grant.
>
> The monitoring of HB students, that is now done through the schoolboard,
> would be reassigned
> to Sask Learning. Monitoring already exists, and is an issue independent
of
> and unrelated to
> funding.
> ________________________________________________________________________
> These grant monies will simply replace funding now used for education that
> parents already
> source out of pocket.
>
> The option to not receive funding and not be monitored, should still be
> available to those parents
> who make that choice.
>
>
> We, as the parents of homebased students, need to lobby the government for
> these changes. To be
> successful, it is neccessary that homebased educators write to  Mr. Andrew
> Thomson, Minister of
> Learning, requesting the proposal above. We ask these letters be sent asap
> in the new year.
> Thank you.
>
> Roy Laybourne
> Sharon Laybourne
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RE: QUESTIONS FROM YOUR LE

ER OF NOVEMBER 0, 2005

e conticted our finance staff s well as Nedra Gibaul, our Home-Based Education
Teashar, in onder o obiain the informmation you asked about.

How much geant money is allocated from the government (o the school

Board for a sixth grade student?

‘SuskLearming recognizes an average of 2,412 per hone based edusation
Students. This is based on 2004 grants.

‘Where docs this moncy go?

The cast breakdowns below are averages per home-based education student,and
are calculnied by taking th total portion of expenses rcaicd 0 these students
divided by the number of home-based education students (2004 entolments and

expenitures)

Facility Costs s 600
Administrative Fee: 5 170
Direet Services: 5 410
Corespondence Classes: 5 180
School Based Services: 5 700

Remunecation per Studen: 51,000
TOTAL COST PER STUDENT: 52,060
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