
Cooperative Friday Afternoons at Roland Mitchener School

Goals

· To provide hands on, varied learning in a cooperative (non-competitive) and  non-punitive environment for 5-9 year olds

· To provide structured learning using school resources with a regular group of children

· To provide an atmosphere of mutual respect and positive encouragement to allow for success for all

· To include all abilities in a successful and positive experience

Framework of Afternoon

1.00pm
Circle time



A time for introductions (weekly)



Ice breaker



Could be a show and tell 



A time for sharing/discussion



Present day’s activities

1.15pm
Structured Learning (by parent teacher)



A time for hands on learning at discretion of ‘teacher’



Also at this time gym is available (until 1.45)

2.00pm
Snack then Recess



Thorough supervision (by all parents/helpers) at all times

2.30pm
Structured Learning (by parent teacher)

3.00pm
Circle Time



A time for evaluation, closure and planning for next week.

3.10pm
Go home!!!!!!!!

Resources Available

Two classrooms 

Gym from 12.45 to 1.45 including equipment

Use of school equipment i.e. TV/VCR, microscopes, etc

Boot room/coat hooks

General

If your child could bring some basic craft supplies such as pencils, glue stick, crayons, scissors, eraser, markers whatever your child likes to use.  This will reduce cost of crafts..  we should be able to store them at the school - if you have extras to send with your child, if not then the supplies could be brought each week.

If you feel your child will need a snack while here, please feel free to send something to snack on.  Peanut free and peanut tainted free, though, please.  There will be time for a snack just before recess.

We are trying to keep this as rule and burocracy free as possible.  If you have any criticisms, comments or concerns feel free to approach Mary or Dee but please also be ready with suggestions for solutions also.  We look at this as a coop.

What Cooperation means

To allow a varied and interesting learning experience it was felt that all families should have the opportunity to teach and also act as a assistant.  The amount of times we may have to teach depends on the number of families that register.  But to participate we must all volunteer to teach.  If you are unable to teach due to sickness or whatever please ensure you find someone to replace you.  Another option for teaching is to ‘tandem teach’ (i.e. Two people at the same session) with a friend but then please sign up for two teaching spots.

The teaching component need not be threatening as there are many resources available in our community.  Most people have an interest or area of expertise that they would enjoy sharing with a group of children.  The teaching could include crafts, songs, paper work, gym, outside, etc but should include large muscle movement and limited sit down time (length depending on children)..  This will allow for all ages and abilities to participate.  A fun and hands on learning experience is the goal here.  

Furthermore speakers could be invited into the school, however they would need to be sensitive to including all children and keeping the talking and the children sitting short..

We have access to TV/VCR etc if you may need this for your ‘teaching’ component..  

The above framework should be followed to allow for consistency and routine.  In addition, the circle times will allow for quiet time to discuss any issues that may crop up and can be dealt with proactively and positively.

It will be fascinating to see the various teaching styles and topics.

School Rules

We need to respect these rules as we are guests in the school.  We may use the outside door by our classroom.  Further rules will follow when I learn what they are!!

We are hoping this endeavour will be a success and fun.  We need to work together to ensure that it is both successful and fun.  Please do not hesitate to discuss anything with Mary at 343 8082 or email Dee at rob.johnson@sasktel.net.

