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July Program:

This Saturday, the Alexander Majors Chapter welcomes Ms. Katherine Long, Manager of the Special Collections section of the Kansas City Public Library’s main branch.  The Special Collections section focuses on the history of the Kansas City area.  The collection includes more than 40 volumes of newspaper clippings, which can be searched by subject, city directories from 1859 to the present, 15,000 photographs, over 15,000 postcards, area maps and atlases, family histories, Civil War reference material, information on western migration and trails, and much more.  Ms. Long will provide us with additional details about the collection and how to access it.  Please join us for this informative program!!  Spouses are also welcome!

Announcements:

--The new motion picture “The Patriot”, set during the Revolutionary War and starring Mel Gibson, was released this week.  Reviews are mixed.  This is the first big-budget film about the Revolutionary War in many years.  It may be worth a look.

--The 50th anniversary of the start of the Korean War was recently observed.  Our hearts go out to the thousands of families who lost loved ones in that often forgotten war.  Mere words could never express the gratitude that I have for all of those who served to preserve freedom.

D-Day plus 56 years!!   From John Platt.  June 6, 2000

For those of you with E-mail, you’ve already read this.  For our members without E-mail, this message certainly is worthy of repeating.

56 years ago, minutes before beginning the invasion of Normandy, every soldier received the following written message from General Dwight Eisenhower.  The majority of the soldiers involved in the invasion were between the ages of 17 and 21.  They grew up during the depression and after the war became the most productive generation in this country’s history.  After June 6th, the world was never the same.


Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Forces:  You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months.  The eyes of the world are upon you.  In company with our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in the free world.  Your task will not be an easy one.  Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle-hardened.  He will fight savagely.


But this is the year 1944!  Much has happened since the Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle, man-to-man.  Our air offensive has seriously reduced their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground.  Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men.  The tide has turned!  The free men of the world are marching together to Victory!


I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle.  We will accept nothing less than full victory!


Good Luck!  And let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.

Revolutionary Ancestors!

What better way to commemorate the anniversary of this nations’ Declaration of Independence than by reviewing the great history of the patriots who made it a reality.  Many thanks to Compatriot Art Loux for providing another fascinating history.

Samuel Helm, my 4th Great Grandfather, served in a New Jersey regiment as an Indian spy.  The region in which he served was comprised of parts of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York, centered about what is now Port Jervis.  Several interesting accounts of Helm’s exploits survive including: “The History of Wayne, Pike and Monroe Counties of Pennsylvania”, by Alfred Matthews, 1886.  Other sources include the New Jersey Archives and Helm’s pension file.

Samuel’s grandfather on his mother’s side was the first white settler of Sullivan County, NY.  His paternal grandfather, Michael Helm, was killed by Indians in the French and Indian War.  One account of Samuel Helm states:  “He was nearly 6 feet in height, broad shouldered, muscles well-developed, nerves as true as steel and bones as strong as a lion’s.  His fists would strike sledgehammer blows.  He could run like a deer and his eye was as piercing as an eagle’s.  His dress was homespun:  hunting shirt of buckskin, pants of rough linen, with deer leggings, his shoes moccasins.  He lived by hunting and fishing.  When prepared for a deer hunt his appearance was truly regal.  Helm was a mighty hunter and killed wild turkeys, grouse, ducks and geese without number.  He shot scores of deer on the runways and many more when they came to the ponds at night to water and feed on the white pond lilies.  He was a splendid shot at the target, and at night could easily snuff a candle at fifty paces.  He was not a scientist and knew nothing of the transit of Venus, but he possessed knowledge of immense value to the frontiersman.  He had not studied grammar, yet he used words that fully expressed his meaning.  He knew nothing of maps and geography, but the moss on the trees was his compass by day and the “pointers” showed him north in the nighttime.  He had no watch, but the sun and stars told him the time unerringly.  Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division were the only arithmetic he had learned, yet he could calculate great sums with wonderful exactness.”


Sam Helm enlisted as a private in 1779 in a company commanded by Peter Westbrook of the Sussex County, NJ militia.  While serving under Capt. Westbrook, he was frequently selected to watch the movements of the Indians on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware River, where they frequently collected in large numbers.  Helm participated in several battles against Indian and Tory forces.  Two of these battles are well documented:


The Battle of Minisink, near Barryville, NY, took place on July 22, 1779.  This conflict was a clash between Colonel Joseph Brant, an Indian and head of the pro-British Indian Six Nation Confederacy, and a force of outnumbered New York and New Jersey militia.  Brant led the Six Nations together with Tories into the Delaware Valley on a raid, which he hoped would provide provisions for his soldiers, and put an end to Indian harassment.  The forces of the militia assaulted the Indians in two groups.  Brant drove off the larger group, including eighteen-year-old Sam Helm, and surrounded the smaller group.  This brave band of militiamen, greatly outnumbered, suffered from thirst and exhaustion and a dwindling ammunition supply, fought a losing battle for five hours against impossible odds.  The enemy, sensing the weakened resistance grouped their forces, attacked and completely routed the militiamen.  The 17 wounded men left behind were massacred.


On April 20, 1780, Indians were sighted near the Raymondskill brook on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware.  Nineteen year old Capt Peter Westbrook, who was in charge of a stone fort on the New Jersey side of the Delaware, thought that he would find the Indians on Powwow Hill, a plateau at the mouth of the Raymondskill creek.  Some men went up the river and the others crossed to Powwow Hill.  Soon after crossing the river, the party found two Indians.  Sam Helm shot and killed one of them.  On up the hill they followed a trail that led them to Bastian Spring, where they were ambushed by a group of Indians.  At this battle, known as the Battle of Conashaugh, Sam Helm was shot through the fleshy part of both thighs, but waded down the Conashaugh brook, supported by two men who carried a tree branch that he leaned on.  Aided by his companions, Helm crossed the river to safety.


Helm lived a long life after the war and passed away in April 1846.

************************************************************************************

Thanks again to Compatriot Rick Osborn for submitting the history of another of the Osborn family ancestors:

Aristophus VAUGHAN (1742 - 1842) marched to aid General Nathaniel Greene At the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina where over 400 Patriots were killed, wounded or missing in March 1781.  He was part of the Henry County, Virginia militia in George Hairston’s??? company under the command of

Colonel Abraham Penn.  He also rendered material aid to the Continental Army by supplying food for a temporary hospital at the Henry County Courthouse  (probably for the wounded from Guilford).  Earlier, he had demonstrated his loyalty to the Patriot cause by signing the Oath of Allegiance in January

1777.

Aristophus was called Aris (pronounced Ayres) and lived to be a centurion in an age when this was rare.  His last name was probably originally spelled "BAUGHAN." Aris married Elizabeth who almost made it to 100.  In his early seventies, Aris and his family moved from Henry County to eastern Kentucky in a wilderness area near Prestonburg, Floyd County.  Aris loved to hunt and would have been happy in "retirement" in his new home.  (Perhaps this is the source of his longevity?)  He had many descendants and became known as "the patriarch of the Big Sandy Vaughans."

Aris' grave is well marked with a large sandstone rock that is still legible.  The gravestone contains the earliest birth date of any grave in Floyd County, Kentucky.  Aris Vaughan is the fourth great-grandparent of Glen Osborn and fifth great-grandparent of Rick and Robert Osborn.
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