6-Day Dubbo Tour Report.

Sunday September 19:

Everyone must have been anxious to go because they were all seated by 7.20 am, so we left early. We picked up a further 4 persons along the Main North Road and had a total of 27 travellers on our trip. We proceeded without incident to Burra, were we made our morning tea/coffee and comfort stop. Also picked up our midday pick-nick lunches to consume along the way. And that was at Yunta were we stopped for a 45-minute break to have lunch. Arrived at our Broken Hill accommodation, the Mine Host Motel, by 2.15 pm. After a freshen-up we again boarded the coach at 4.00 pm for an extensive guided tour through the City. We arrived back at our Motel by 5.15 pm to prepare for our Dinner at the Democrats Club starting at 6.00 pm and lasting until 8.00 pm. 

Monday September 20:


After a room service breakfast at 7.00 am we left the motel at 8.00 am for a long day ahead. We also lost half an hour through by putting our watches forward to N.S.W. time. Stopped at Wilcannia for a comfort stop with morning tea/coffee. As the country side between Broken Hill and Wilcannia is very desolate and empty of any habitation we spent our time watching videos. Had a pick-nick lunch at Emmdale before arriving at Cobar by 2.30 pm. From here on the country changed to grain growing. Travelling through Nyngan, Trangie and Narromine arriving late at our motel in Dubbo, the Homestead Motel, at 6.15 pm. Dubbo has a population of about 40.000 people and is a comfortable 400 km from Sydney. It is therefore a popular stopover for tourists as well as business boasting 36 motels and 5 caravan parks. Dinner was served in the motel dining room at 7.00 pm.  

Tuesday September 21:

After a 7.30 am breakfast we left the motel at 8.45 am for a visit to the old Dubbo gaol. Build in 1871, it officially closed in 1966 and was opened as a tourist attraction in 1974. We then visited the Dundullimal homestead, a large 26.000-hectare sheep station. Our visit included lunch in the Woolshed Café. After lunch we visited the Dubbo Military Museum, a large complex with a varied collection of military vehicles including tanks and a Neptune Bomber. Then had some time free to wander through the Dubbo shops before returning to our motel for an early dinner. After dinner, we again boarded the coach and went to the Dubbo Observatory were we watched a video about the universe before proceeding outside to look through the two 12-inch telescopes. And I can personally tell you the moon looks gloriously clear in every detail. You can see every mountain and crater as if they are here on earth. Arrived back at the motel by 9.15 pm.

Wednesday September 22:


Breakfast is again at 7.30 am, before departing the motel to visit the Western Plains Zoo. Recognised as Australia’s greatest open range Zoo, it covers 300 hectares and houses more than 1000 creatures from Asia, Europe, South America, Africa and Australia, including three elephants. It has 6 km of sealed roadway to drive your own vehicle and 15 km of walking trails. Our visit included lunch at the Lakeside Kiosk. To see it all you really need several days, however that is beyond the limit of our tour. Back to the City for some late shopping arriving at our motel in time for 6.00 pm dinner.

Thursday September 23:


All good things must come to an end and after a 7.00 am breakfast we left Dubbo on our way to Parkes and a visit to the CSIRO Parkes Radio Telescope, star of the great Aussie film “The Dish”. Having seen pictures of it no one realised the enormous size of this dish. The receiving surface occupies and entire acre and is fully computerised. It can be pointed to any spot in the sky. Leaving the Dish, we proceeded through Forbes to West-Wyalong were we had a pick-nick lunch. As on the down journey most of the countryside is empty space with very little to see. Arriving in Hay by 3.15 pm we went to the “Shear Outback” complex and spent some time exploring the museum and watch a Shearer shear a sheep. To our motel, the Motel Hay, to freshen up for our dinner at the Hay Bowling Club at 6.00 pm. This proved to be a Chinese banquet, very different from the usual meals served on these tours. It consisted of fried rice with three separate dishes of chicken, beef and pork. Complete with ice cream for dessert. With few exceptions from people who do not like this sort of meal most found it very enjoyable. Arrived back at our motel by 8.00 pm for our last motel night before home.

Friday September 24:


With our last breakfast served at 7.00 am in the motel dining room we departed for home at 7.45 am. Flat country again passing through Balranald to Euston, were we made a comfort stop and have morning tea/coffee. More bushland until Mildura were we visited Woodsies Gem shop. And as usual many purchases were made in this large gem shop. A hot lunch was enjoyed at the Mildura Workman’s Club. After Mildura we again adjusted our watches to SA time gaining half an hour. Travelling through Renmark and Barmera we arrived at Blanchetown for a short stop at the roadhouse. Leaving at 4.15 pm we travelled through Truro on our way to Adelaide arriving at the Festival Theatre at 6.15 pm. Over the last 6 days we travelled a total of 2660 km. And I believe they all enjoyed it.

