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O-1 Visa Requirements


The O-1 Visa Category  

The "O" visa category, established by the Immigration Act of 1990, is available to individuals of "extraordinary ability" in the sciences, arts, education, business, or athletics, who are coming to the United States temporarily to work in the area of extraordinary ability, in capacities requiring such ability.  Extraordinary ability is defined as a "level of expertise indicating that the person is one of the small percentages who have risen to the very top of the field of endeavor."  Such achievement may be demonstrated by a receipt of a major, internationally recognized award (such as the Nobel Prize) or documentation of at least three of the following eight points:


1)
Receipt of nationally or internationally recognized prizes or awards for excellence in the field;


2)
Membership in associations which require outstanding achievements of their members as judged by recognized national or international experts in their disciplines;


3)
Published material in professional or major trade publications or major media about the alien, relating to his/her work in the particular field;


4)
Participation on a panel or individually as a judge of the work of others in his/her field;


5)
Original scholarly or business-related contributions of major significance in the field;


6)
Authorship of scholarly articles in the field in either professional journals or other major media;


7)
Employment in a critical or essential capacity for organizations and establishments that have a distinguished reputation; or


8)
That the alien has commanded and now commands a high salary or other remuneration for his/her services.


A successful O-1 petition would generally have to include a substantial body of evidence demonstrating the alien’s sustained national or international acclaim in the field. 


The Consultation Requirement

INS regulations also require that the petitioning employer consult with "an appropriate peer group" regarding the nature of your position as well as the alien’s qualifications.  The peer group must provide an "advisory opinion" that describes his/her ability and achievements; describes the nature of the position; and states whether the position requires the services of an individual with extraordinary ability.  This opinion must also state the facts used to support these points and carry the signature of an authorized official of the group or organization.  
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