Does Bangladesh Need Good Neighbor???








Neighbor means who lives nearest to us.  It could be our family, brother, sister, relatives, nearest city, town or nearest countries.  We all know this, if we want to live peaceful and happy life, we have to have good neighbor. 





I was intent to write this article, why we need good neighbor or being a good neighbor? What should be relationship between Bangladesh and her neighboring countries?





During the British rule, Bangladesh India and Pakistan was one region that used to call India-Pakistan subcontinent region.  After the British rule, we had divided India and Pakistan.  Initially we did not want to join Pakistan but we had to because of religious issue. 





Due to geographical back ground, most our motherland surrounded by India (approximately 80-90%) and rest of Myanmar (Burma).  We respect India is an independent country and India respects Bangladesh in the same way.  Two countries have different Government and policy.  In cultural we are mostly same in some part of India as West Bengal, Bihar, Tripura and Asam who is speak Bengali.  We speak Bengali.  We have many relatives live in India and vice versa.





At the time of liberation war 1971, Indian Government helped us a lot.  Just think about if they could not help us, did we get Independence from Pakistan by now.  We had to fight our whole life instead of nine months.  





When we read news papers, some of politician always talks against India.  I do not know why they have dual nature.  If they got power, talk in favor of India.  No power means completely opposite.  Are they speaking on logic or just opposition talk?  They are always talking controversially and show religious issue because peoples are very sensitive about the religion.  There were many wars occurred in the world, because of ethnic and religious conflict, e.g., Bosnia, Rwanda and others. 





Do they forget that now whole world is changing repeatedly?  No one wants to fight now days.  Every country wants to live peacefully and co-operate with their neighbor.  





If we look Europe, now they are unite which called United Europe.  They have common transit road to entering from one to other country.  Last couple of years before, France and UK made channel tunnel into the deep sea.  During the inauguration ceremony, the Queen Elizabeth II of UK made a comment that UK and France separated by Sea.  From now we have connected by channel Tunnel.  This tunnel reduced traveling time; transport cost and improve their trade. 





Couple of months before Chinese president visited to India and Pakistan.  They want to improve neighboring relationship and solve their bilateral problems.  Pakistani foreign Minister also visited to India to solve the dispute Kasmhir problem.  They would like to solve their bilateral problem by way of negotiation and negotiation talk. 





Bangladesh needs good neighbor and regional policy.  By this we could improve our trade deficiency and make market for our goods.  There are some advantages and disadvantages to use the common transit but advantages are more.  For example if we want to export one of our products and goods to China we have to use Chittagong or Mongla ports which take's time and costly.  If we have a transit system to India it will save our money and time also.  





Now a day’s trade and business become very competitive in the world.  If we want to survive in the competitive world we have to form regional forum.  By the regional forum we could solve our bilateral problem and improve our trade like SAARC and SAPTA.  





In 1997 Prime Minister Sheik Hasina had made tremendous effort to solve Farakka problem, by negotiation and talk.  We hope there are many bilateral problems could solve in the same way.  We have to have good correlation with neighbor.  





If we have a transit system to India, our trade (export & import) will be increased.  India is a vast country and it has a big market.  According to the population, India is the second largest country in the world.  I know that in the case of smuggling rate will be increased but our law enforcement agency could control the whole systems.  They have to be very loyalist for the nation. 





Some of peoples are against to open common or free transit for Bangladesh and India.  They are talking, if it does, India will capture our market and interfere our sovereignty.  May be it is completely wrong.  For an example, the China is a vast country and big power in the world.  They are saying that Taiwan is a part of China and does not recognize by the UNO.  It has diplomatic relation with some of the countries.  Taiwan pressurized by China on diplomatically but China could not stop them to build their country.  Taiwan has national and economical growth higher than China.  They made their country as a western counterpart.  The peoples of Taiwan wants progress their country but not fight.  They are many Taiwanese companies set their business in Mainland China.  If they could do this-why we can not?





Last couple of years India is requesting to Bangladesh to use Chittagong sea port for them.  Some of politician is insisting to the Government not to agree about this.  I do not know why?  





Honk Kong is the largest and busiest port in the world.  If America and other countries want to send container (good) to Mainland China, they use Honk Kong port.  This created many jobs in Honk Kong.  They are not interfering to other country's sovereignty and freedom.





I think if India could use Chittagong port we will be benefited.  It will create many jobs and improve our trade market and economy. 





I think we do not need to worry for transit to India.  





First we have to control border security to prevent smuggling.  Furthermore we have to improve our good's and products quality in the international standard by which Indian peoples buy our goods instead of us buying their goods.  





I conclusion, Bangladesh needs a good neighbor and being a good neighbor. 
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