John Knox, The first blast of the trumpet against the monstrous

regiment of women
Knox was a renowned Calvinist divine in Scotland, who fought publicly against Mary Queen of Scots ascending the throne, meanwhile attacking Queen Mary of England. This text was written as part of the Scottish debate, and coincidently was published just before Elizabeth was crowned in England. Text from the first edition, 1558, pp.2ff, 9ff.

The first blast of the trumpet to awake women degenerate

To promote a woman to bear rule, superiority, dominion or empire above any realm, nation, or city is repugnant to nature, contumely to God, a thing most contrarious to his revealed will and approved ordinance, and finally it is the subversion of good order, and all equity and justice.

Juan Luis Vives

When she shall be taught to read, let those books be taken in hand, that may teach good manners. And when she shall learn to write, let not her examples be void verses, nor wanton or trifling songs, but some sad sentences prudent and chaste, taken out of holy Scripture, or the sayings of philosophers, which by often writing she may fasten better in her memory.

From:

Instruction of a Christian Woman (written in 1523; first published in English in a translation by Richard Hyrde in 1529, and reprinted eight times before 1600)

