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Why children do not listen to the parents? (Part 1)
Do we obey our Gurdev Father and Gurdev Mother?
g9 W' fuzr & afos faf adt Hae 9&? (31 Q)
at WAt MUE JIaee H3T Jae< fusT e fgs Hee ot

It is a very common problem among most of the parents that their children do not listen to them.
There are many issues on which there are differences among the family members like: thinking process,
living habits, eating habits, mode of entertainments, working environments, maintaining of relations, etc.
There are many problems which have crept in because of the changed environment in the society and
surrounding. The situation has become such that parents do not have any control over them. Parents may
be religious, daily going to Gurdwara Sahib, reciting Path, but their children do not listen to them. The
basic reason behind this is that though we claim to be very religious, but in fact we are not so. Most of
us just perform the rituals only. Very rarely we introspect to find out, whether we are Sikhs or just the so
called Sikhs.

H U3 7 4133 FiaT g Aafe a9 ST Il Wed 84 33 BT Y€ Wy e Il (€Yo)

All the actions, religious formalities and rituals, which we perform, can be seen by others or us.
These rituals are not acceptable in the court of Akal Purkh. Right from the morning to night, we mostly
do religious formalities, which, come in the category of seeing only. Daily Path we do at such a speed,
that we ourselves cannot listen. Even the present day language which we speak to our children is
different from the language used in Guru Granth Sahib. There are some parents who take pride in
speaking a language other than our mother tongue with their children. Hence, Shabad recited in the form
of Kirtan cannot create any desired effect on our mind, unless someone simplifies that in the present
language with proper meaning and examples. Most of the Ragi’s are just musicians only. In some of the
cases they themselves do not know the meaning and purpose of that Shabad. The central idea of the
Shabad is present in the sentence of “Rahoo” (3J7@). But very rarely Ragi’s takes that as the central

subject matter of the Shabad. Guru Har Rai Sahib disowned his own son for changing just one word in
the Gurbani. But now-a-days it has become a fashion to add additional words during the recitation of the
Shabad which is unacceptable.

FI1 HTS U || FTH TTH Y5 7 AT 135 /i Tars] 8 Il [609°F Jo3s ared &93 & IoHy HHTS
iz g2 191 H3T FaIg Yfg 83904 Il 7 & F9& aHT H35 & H JF YTATE! I90A 19U FTE I (982,
08t)

Gurbani says that one can be freed (H&3) just in a fraction of a second, if one remembers Him in

a selfless manner. You can see many people saying “Waheguru Waheguru”, for hours together. Many
people have left Gurbani and started just saying “Waheguru, Waheguru”, only. How many of them have
got internal freedom? They can themselves look in their inner core. We just do formalities for
everything without understanding the Gurbani written in Guru Granth Sahib.

a7et gt maet Hal A & US BETEWT 1121 (EUS-EYY)

Gurmat advises for True Bani written in Guru Granth Sahib. Any writing other than Guru Granth
Sahib is not true Bani and hence is not acceptable.

e iy AEgg & fimrfad areg Aol 731 Il §31 3 ared dg a9 T [afg F1 1l 175 a8 sefa
JIH I fIa€ 387 ISt Il YleT w3 Fer gag afd Jfar Afug Afaanst i &7 33 AeT ared &7 Aol
37 11231 (¢20)

Gurmat advises for True Bani, but we are happier with the adulterated and Kacchi Bani. Guru
Sahibs have warned against Kacchi Bani in many places. We expect everything, without listening and
following the True Bani.
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A3 557 95 a6l T F1 I| F31 3 F6] ASAT T3 Id o] T31 | FTE TG HSE &9 61 W1 ST

Il T TIT 153 FF1T TAET Ffna™ &5 & ST Il [5F 75 & (91T BIEnm HienT g815 48 ae°3] Il &I 535
AIZag 5T I &6 T3] 1281 (¢20)

All friends and relatives are invited, but Akhand Path is started with just a few persons only. In
rare cases family members listen to the Path being recited. Mostly, they are busy with other
arrangements. Some people come at the end of Path as a formality. Large number can be seen at the time
of Langar.

None of the marriage ceremony is solemnized according to Sikh doctrines. Even Lawan’s are
rarely listened by the boy and girl who are getting married. They go on performing ritually as they are
instructed by relatives and the Granthi. Actually every Lawan is supposed to be taking us towards
acceptance of our responsibility towards life and the Guru. If one has not listened, it cannot be
considered an acceptance of the rationale behind the process, then how one can have harmony in life?
These are few glaring examples to what extent we have degraded ourselves to project ourselves as

religious by our ritualistic conducts.
FIl HTBT & Il TIT YTIB3] &< yareas] JoH [e1Enm 515 TH 718 Il T FTHT € oy 63T u

I 18 TH 716 Il GoH 63T TIT 37 Fmed FHIZ &7 e8Il AISad Jd Yor Waad AT
1B Yy T | HIF WEE T ST HIS TIT TIT Hio™ BIEwT 1| 75 a9 Fod B YlaBT s
&H TJITEN WU (223)

The fundamental reason is that, we do not listen to the Guru. Then how the children will listen to
us? We do not provide appropriate environment in the family. No teaching of Gurmat from the
Gurdwaras. The social system is very bad. The T.V. teaches all wrong things in the form of songs,
dance, serials, pictures, etc. If there is no proper environment around the children, then how can we
expect good results? T.V. and social system are not in our hand but definitely; we can mould our family
and Gurdwaras if we ourselves start listening to Guru.

AN A

JIg 3 HT 89 7 &&7 dIT & afowr & (913 g3 Il JIT W' 8T RUE Ho # a8 a3 H 391 YT 181
(9338)
Gurbani is not meant for rituals. We have to read, study, understand, analyze and follow in our

arehi A HIS aHin 376 1| ey ygIfd By wig & 71E Il (2)
As far as hair (@) is concerned, our children do not understand/listen to the logic of “STAMP

OF GURU”. When we ourselves do not follow the Guru, then how can we expect or teach them to
follow the Guru? The following Shabads give an idea, that Guru/Akal Purkh is our real Father and
Mother. How much we listen to Him, can be analyzed by each of us.

AB || YeE dF U] 3™ H'3™ goi3 HIF Il foer T13 efE e7&] eTen™ 58 Has Adg Il FianiEiiT
FlonrEhar @5 goy Tela Il FTHT wml WSl & 33 & eI Il 11761 37 mrfeEnm a8 HAalS wis Il 53
3 vy EF% 337 527 37% 19 (c)

HTS HTB U Il F HTT [437 FT Ha™ H'3™ Il F Ha™ §ay F Ha™ 737 Il 3 HT™ T AFa] &1 37 I8 da7 a7
A6 1 (903)

7 THI? 181 J37 HI AI3geT /7 81T 31 afd 7 »l 1| T 83 693 a&] T3 5 Y37 T Al3AT Hidl
&g gH g Il T3 T5 dIF 55 76 JT7 173 [HIGH g8 AT Har A3 I8 1UI9UEEN (IE2)

RSB | JTOS H'3T JITee 43T JTee FHl UTHRETT Il JTeT YT Wlams §H5 dioee Jay RaedT il
goee 3" gig 5 EUeR goee H 69997 Il JTee FiF AlF 1T Hol3 Joee YTH YoH YT" Il Joee
g Wiz AGeT dIT [aMIa HAB WUTUTT Il JITee JI37 AlT Y J37 JTee 33 Ufes &7 Il JIee

life.
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nife garfe 7 f7d Joee HF TiT Ay €gaT Il JTee A3 Y7 HiE afd Iqou™ aH ¥ yfl 13 far 3o
Il JTEE AISTT ITHTH YTHAT JTe< 33a TIT SHAT I (2UO)

We have lost the chain for nurturing the qualities and character taught in Guru Granth Sahib.
Earlier, the grandparents used to listen to the Guru. Parents used to listen to the grandparents and elder
brothers and sisters. Children used to listen to the parents and elder brothers and sisters. Now-a-days, in
most of the cases, we do not have the grandparents in our house, the reasons may be any. Brothers and
sisters cannot stay together. Children are mostly guided by the T.V. and our surrounding public or
media. In such an environment, we are very lucky if our children are having unshorn hair, listening to us
and are not addicted to drugs.

Gurdwara Sahib can become a great source of education: Children can learn many good
habits in Gurdwara Sahib. Without putting much efforts children can learn, how to cooperate, how to
prepare or distribute Langar, how to sit in the Darbar hall, listening to Gurbani, reciting the Gurbani,
helping each other, etc.

No child wants to remain lazy: Child tries to copy another child or one elder to him. If we
develop the chain of good habits from elder to younger ones then it will automatically propagate to the
smaller children also. Once child learns good habits in the Gurdwara Sahib, then he will automatically
start listening in the home also. Child will start learning how to keep the things properly in the kitchen,
bedroom, hall, etc. In this way Gurdwara Sahib and home will become complementary to their learning.

Need for the improvements in the Gurdwara Sahib programs: If we notice the routine
programs in most of the Gurdwara Sahibs. The programs are same for all the age groups right from the
age of 5 to 10 years, 10 to 20 years, 20 to 40 years, 40 to 60 years, 40 to 60 years and above 60 years.
Whereas the thinking level, requirements and understanding level are different for all these age groups
which has to be understood and their needs to be catered accordingly. Hence, separate environment is
required for teaching the children of various age groups in the Gurdwara Sahib. Special type of
education oriented sessions will help them to understand the importance and specific features of
Sikhism. Education oriented teaching will automatically generate respect for Guru Granth Sahib and the
elders.

Short movies can be shown to them which can teach about the basic principles and guidelines
about Sikhism. Special documentaries can be shown and discussed which impart knowledge social uplift
and also regarding the handling of delicate and dangerous items being used in our daily life. There
should be a good library with books, pictorial literature and audio-visual aids which can be presented
and discussed periodically.

Best thing will be to stop reading Gurbani as a ritual and start studying and understanding it from
the core of our heart to make Guru Granth Sahib as a permanent companion of our day to day life.

T & HIZ I Bfa owrs 1 a3 557 T 58 s 1| (Itt, 2tt)
"Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh"
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