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Use of Dev along with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib, Guru Angad Sahib and
Guru Arjan Sahib
Ig &'aa Afad, g)g wide Afag 3 g »ians Afad € &1 &% &< € S99

Name is assigned to each and every one so as to identify among others. Within a community the
names are generally of similar type which maintains a common identity. The types of names being used also
keep on changing with time and place. It has also been observed that when some of the Indians go to
foreign countries they change or modify their names to mingle with them. In fact this is an inbuilt sign of
slavery that some people try to change their name or religion to get some petty gains. What to say about
being firm in one’s religion some of the Sikhs allow others to interfere in their religion and history. English
people changed the name from Darbar Sahib to Golden Temple, and then there was introduction of a new
name called Harmandar Sahib. Indian Government has also changed it to Swarn Mandir. What to say about
the name Darbar Sahib, even the name of 1%, 2" and 5™ Guru Sahibs have been changed with time by
adding Dev along with their names. Since, Sikhs have neither written their history nor preserved their
history, so it is very easy for others to manipulate with their religion and history.

The doubt started about the use of Dev along with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib, when the name
of Guru Nanak University was changed to Guru Nanak Dev University. It is very difficult to rely on the
prevailing Sikh history as most of the writers were non Sikhs. Most of them wanted to add rituals and
fabricated stories in Gurbani. At present Sikhs are only left with Guru Granth Sahib, where others could not
adulterate. If we keep on ignoring then in future parallel Granth can come up along with Guru Granth
Sahib. This all is happening because we read Gurbani as a ritual and do not try to study Guru Granth Sahib
for learning the way of life. Let us try to find with the help of Guru Granth Sahib whether the word Dev
existed with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib or not.

The following 26 Shabads which are present in Guru Granth Sahib show that only the word Gur
Nanak (a9 &) have been used and not Gur Nanak Dev.

T B3 3H T3 HIE A3 IEN (€U, ICE)
RSB H2 U || JT 36 TIT 3H [T F6& WIE AHIY Il YF HE™ AHSIT [HF I &Y AFTE 35 1191
(392)
A 3y g Bl & HIT Il dIF 33a HISTINS 391 ISNEN (322)
M HIT AF Ad T || TEH YT HEHY HTYT I 31T 53 T UTIT TH TH I8I2ITCEN (3TE)
WIFE 31 gdi aig 38a 153 153 83 RETET 121941281 (40O0)
A% FT FTT AISTIS] HIl [HEFIE dId 373a JIT THEdB TH 131 (Y3€, Y3T)
ST migeH Bl He RIS &% JIE wieh Il Yaie T8 Hald JaT W19 Jd &6a &1 S50l 181991 (€99)
T 55 JE YF feuenr 7% g1% 1FerE gui 12121301 (€92)
BT f95E Hales J& ared Jd 3aa IE SIEE || 7 7 &T FE Al FIS1T AT UTTTH THTH N2/ UNE3 1
(£9¢)
TIT TT HI™ YTy JIg HBT dId 3 3 BY FET TH ISNU2H (ECCT)
ABE Il T TEE TS JT JT YIa FTTEST Il JT STEWS AHTE JT dIF 33 UI3F Baasa 19U (290)
1R WiT fea3t A8l & 7aIF a/F 35a YiE &9d Foa Il (933)
HE® TTHAS FICE dIT 3ad 37 HIS 315 afg afd RpfEmr 1812181 (28.2)
A 7 HIIE YT aIF a3 w3 &6 FH U8 I819EU (€20)
HIZTIT & 595 O OfE yieT I g 33a Al Al °HE AT 18183 NUEN (99U2)
T 33 7T I STENTT HIF BT 51T Yiat 121219941 (999€)
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1T 5 T1T WHH T & [HS JT T F3& F 9T 37 FB AaB ITT 1214199 (92¢2)
oy 367% € afe BT YF JT 36 T8 JUH ISI21 (933Y)
HIE SIBHE By His €8 Il TIT J& are gig 33d 3o 121921 (1389)
& a% HAF e did 36d TF Adl A5 H1E86 121 (93¢)
T a% HAF et did 3ad TH Adl A5 HT1SE 131 (3€)
& a% HAF Jre did 33 TF Adl A5 H1S6 181 (93¢, 93¢0)
3T &% FAF et g a5 TH Adl HIS HT1SG 141 (33t0)

ETF YGTE 1idld dT 3B 7H TTEE Il FE &% HAH 56 dIF WIS WIS AT AHTEG 1901 (93€0)
WWWWW@;HWW//WWWWWW%W#W (980€, 9802)
gIT HASIA TIT YT 1810 I 36 IHIB0 nifE || AHaad H1a Ferfons aig eddiT B8 &571E I JorhdT

3 g 7 JiT 387 B HET1E 1221 (9928)
In the following Shabad also the word Gur Nanak (3@ &&&) have been used and not Gur Nanak

Dev. Here Onkar have been used below the letter Kakaa. This Onkar shows that here name Nanak is being

actually used for Guru Nanak as a person. Here also the word Dev has not been used with the name of Guru
Nanak Sahib.

HIS w 65731 HS mrd e 36 73 Il 31T 38 efY [€aiFT HG Fmrd A8 13 53 181 (842)

In the following 23 Shabads the word Gur Nanak or Guru Nanak (@9 &<, 9 &, I 36 A
dig &) have been used, but not Gur Nanak Dev or Guru Nanak Dev. Here also the word Dev has not
been used with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib.

135 a6 fanmr BueHbi 5 aig 3aa €6 19U (940)
05 05 gg 5aa A5 a9 173 [HIGH g8 Al Har A3 18141998 (€2)
HE &'H HIB3 G188 dIg 378 HIZIT 387 191 (332)
T 3B 3BT HISwT TfT & Il By GIF feas? Rafa B 181921 (32U)
T 3od 7T TE FIEWT SfEWHBT || H A5 T HE™ [BTHT ISIENG00N (3CE)
g 3B 35T FIBT T1F N8N21909U (3CE)
T 33 337 Ha Rmig HB ag Il 9l (849)
aIT 3 UTEWT Ha Umid giT HASTaG B8y AT IENE N9 (842)
grg HA3Ta BY B8 Jfa uel 1 Gig 3aa 33T HB T 3T 181UUlN (232)
H [EET Y™ 77 YT IfaTH WlTT Il T 373G THISHT UTITH Slan g7 &8 FIBTT I8NUE21 (P8E,
282)
famrs [ o a9y & 73T A & 73T 391 Il A7 3 37 Al3did 33d 115 a% Tl Hal Il 81901421
(2yo)
TH &1 &H 58 [HITes Il dIF 35 58 9T YIS N2NENTEN (€29)
431 FIHE FE EH AF 8 37H 373 Il IIF 53d GUCH &3 T i A6 H UTd Yaag 18194901 (9009)
FAF 73T TG TIT U™ giat I dT 3B 337 MHIBWT 57T 18121 (9922, 99°C)
gs 4e g 56 FHETH] IH1s 166 BA31S 391 313 18141 (92€8)
Ti& gt 3 g5 75 3T @u® afa afg 396 1| I aig a8a 176 udhihoE H A3H HIE € 8 fT6 1yl
(93¢€€)
TIT JT 3738 75 YTTHE 3 FI1F 61T A5 & wE 121 (I3EE)
TIT Jg 35 75 YIrHE 3 £3 85 Fer Has 1cl (93¢E)
FH 595 3 fo€ FAE I T8 YTH T 35a IS TeE 19U (93CT)
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TT 53 MIE WHT FAF TIT HiGT AM'E Il [ET TH #dT Jg THEH IH I TH 77 11921 (93¢C)
Jig 375a IBale §A7 gaeial Il 315 BIST g1 7= Afar aet I (9809)
T 33 HY Al HH HIZIT HiaT BIET Il GIT HIFs WiT dIT THEH WiTd ST 131 (980.2)
713 Glir aia »ifer g 3aa FTwE Il 37 3 Wide T8 33 THE 33 THEHE Il (990t)
In the following 5 Shabads the word Gur Nanak (3fg &&a) has been used, but not Gur Nanak Dev.

Here also the word Dev has not been used with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib.
TTY B Hal 3T Fham Il H W JIfT 33 J6 e Il 813U N9081 (IEE)

3H RUIF JifT 3%8a &6 €757 6T H & »ie 7T 1UNNch (8¢2)
FAT 57T JIT 566 T8 HED [61T By HI& & BIENT 18121961 (€92)
HOles UITE T 696 ad Y7 difg 33a &8 FF g5 I12141EU (€33)
TIT 55 YF YT USTEG BT Ay Jifes & 120141 (920, 9290)
All the above mentioned 55 Shabads (=2€+9+23+U) prove that the word Dev has not been used

with the name of Guru Nanak Sahib. With the passage of time this addition has been incorporated with the
name of Guru Nanak Sahib.

In Guru Granth Sahib the word Dev is seen only 3 times and that also with the word Nanak as
Mukta (H&3T), which has got meaning as Hey Nanak. This also clearly shows that the word Dev has not

been used for the name of Guru Nanak Sahib. But this has been used for referring to Akal Purkh. These

three Shabads are given below:
H @A 183 Wiv 77 J5 Yo7 A< Il Wi5es 39091 5aa € ciU (830)

FEIT mrfE€ 8a dar I 37HEe TiT 716 FAIT HIdT Il TIEEH € YT mgy Il JT 575d € difee gy
NN (39¢2)
HEFT s Ed 5960 Il HaIS 3761g T8 €70 Il I a7 I8 a5 fip 35 1l F915 &5 a8 & 283 Il
TTAS R I3 HIS HI Il 8 36 8T 713 dId &3 121381 (9308)

All the Shabads present in Guru Granth Sahib clearly prove that the word Dev has not been used for
the name of Guru Nanak Sahib. It is the duty of each and every Sikh to follow Guru Granth Sahib. Hence, it
is advisable to use Nanak only. According to the importance or designation we should add the word Guru
before that. Generally we use the word Ji with any common person as a respect, but not the word Sahib.
Hence, it is appropriate to use the word Sahib with the name of all our Gurus and not the word Ji which is
used for a common person. In Guru Granth Sahib the word ‘Sahib’ (“A7g%”) or <Ji’ (“A7") have been used
at many place. But the words “Sahib Ji’ (“A7g5 A7°) together has never been used. Hence, Guru Granth

Sahib guides us to use the name as Guru Nanak Sahib only.
Bhai Gurdas Ji has also referred 38 times about Guru Nanak Sahib in his Vaars. But he has never
used the word Dev with his name. Just to show the closeness (“39 aaa &< difee JU”) of Guru Nanak

Sahib with Akal Purkh he has used the word Deo (88) in a few of his Vaars.

T YaT €3'F YF JIT 33 7T M YT
& 39S dIT 3B T 1231

HISTT 5736 YT HET Ta 7aT T3S Tl

7T WS AT AdI3 € 33a We 43 7 anl

TG g 3G 71 3B FH 7 TF UTET

16T Ya= g 38ar H'3 Ba e & a5

HZ Gl 8T 5w &% 398 36 WS
JBHTT 33 3H FES (139U
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3B J1 [T nifEnr g5 &dia 18 yfaaaTl
B W FIEE 391 HE For! METN
Yz TIHS a6 Gfenr JfBaar g6 a3a #ET
THg §8 A& &aa 31T 7 3 a7 feusEl
1 &5 38a 3T RIS 1821
g %5 5T 595 U6 3aa 391 €57 aHE
g2 FE] eared] aIsHar 33 3 i
Hfawr [Ram 7913 €T 3ad [6TH® JT T&T
731 73 HETea A3dT 55a guU &
T 33 Tl Had Tg gig ware &1 edi fearst
BIIE UTEl 373a OFT WHITEH W WET
BT 33 dT TS T difee 3H Tl
gIg 88 HEH 35 86 T
HI3TIT 3%3a €6 Jie" g JrEwr
33a Ted H'Ja €981 HI B3 2
AHTen I e 7557 35a eed JIE SaEl
feg o< 3337 a3 8 AE YIS
UTITH YIE FTH TT 56 6N
Higg Ylag 3aa uaed A s
HIZGIT 3aa 28 nms GuEnrmy
A3 dF dT 3B €6 121
fodarg aBa €6 Boarta ward FZEn
3B T HII® [€I5IHT 8T &6 e37T
33a TEF HIB 15 WHIH §% Rmrari
AI39IT 3ad 86 T YIHAT HEM
HIZTIT 3%3a €6 T aIg Ware wald” GumTEm
36a 16956 f5dang fefy fHar g&t)
B IH HITS Hae 33 TS e
TIT RI3TIT 33 9% TeTEnfl
g 53d AF & [HT S

Bhai Gurdas Ji has referred 3 times about Guru Nanak Sahib in his Kabits. In the following Kabit
also he has tried to show the closeness of Guru Nanak Sahib with Akal Purkh (“39 s &< difee gu”).

Af339 561 €F UTYIH YIa JIH |l
In the following 2 Kabits Bhai Gurdas Ji has tried to show the status of Guru Nanak Sahib as a
Brahm Gianni (ggH famrat). However the word NanakDev is a combined single word. If some original

writing is available, then that only one can throw some further light in this direction.
UTHTH YI& FIH AISAT Baee I
RI3TIT 33aee 8 oc1 A5 fimrefa i
If the combined single word NanakDev would have been correct then Bhai Gurdas Ji would have
used this in most of his other writings. But he has not used Dev in any of the above 38 Vaars. Since it is not
appropriate to write the incomplete name of any common person. Then how such a great personality like
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Bhai Gurdas Ji would have done such a mistake for Guru Nanak Sahib? Otherwise also these two Kabits
show the closeness of Guru Nanak Sahib with Akal Purkh (“319 s &< difee gu”).

The 4™ Guru Ramdas Sahib have also been referred as combined Ramdas and not separately as Ram
Das in Guru Granth Sahib.
AISAT U3ty JE ST TH i [STEm | AIF iy a0 Y3 577 GHEH Ud! UTen 181 (t23)

All these writings prove that it is appropriate to use the name as Guru Nanak Sahib only and there is
no proof about the Dev part being used with his name. It may be possible that the other sect people wanted
to show Guru Nanak Sahib as their Devta and spread the use of Dev with his name. We should be alert
about the manipulation and misinterpretation of Sikh history and religion by other communities. Hence, it is
the duty of each and every Sikh to refer with respect as Guru Nanak Sahib only.

Similar confusion has been created with the name of 2™ Guru Sahib by adding Dev with his name.
This adulteration gets revealed from the following 15 Shabads which are present in Guru Granth Sahib.

TG 3 AT HHIC T & 8 &H [IHed || YTHTE 366 dIF Wdre YT Yee! Ued Il (t23)
aIT viare &1 €7 697 AT 93 FIT TB7 I| 33 JTEWT YBE ST HIF% 343 Fa7 B 37371 Il (CE2)
FIBHIT YH'E 3B T HE WHT ITTEE | Hl TIT TH HWEFTH WSS »ife Yol gTHTEE 121 (93t0)
HT 37 JI3F H [6F 3B AJITAHE Il 37 3 widle BIST Ydlle IH TS I8 o Il (43¢Y)
BB F1B [6HE WMEIIGE Widre BIE HITT A || T WHIEH IS IS 7GH 75H UT HIIE 30 I219ET
(93tY)
BB YHTE e BHIZ JIT WHIT WHT STFTEE || IT THEH SBTG 3 HEB WHT Ug UTEG Ul (93¢2)
TT 3G M WHT FaT3 TIT HidT FAMHE Il [ET T T @Id THEH FH T TH 7€ 1921 (I3¢T)
T Hidre EPAE 15T7s warg I fapn's Ya 33 FIH &io 7H3 & TH Il (93¢C)
fHE Wiare wifar HigT 38 dId 13< dIF WHITEH & dIiF THEH 19l (980U, 980€)
BBIE 3H 15975 T3 &6l T3 YH &€ &1 I 37 3 Ware WaT Hidr 56 e 1316 FAae Fal3 & aie
FyEt I (980F)
FEE I YTTTHE TIT TAG TAHE Il dIT 36 Ware WHT FT1al E5H YT U8 Il dIT WIFs YT dIT THEH
FaF 631 »w6 19l (980€, 980.2)

FiT F1a ware SGE Il wdfe WHT 5T I T THEH TG 98 U'TH UTH YH'E I8N (9802)
BB WS WaTe WHT FAIZdT HElEe FHTEWE Il U5 U6 dig THEH JIg +15 UTH UTTH HBTEWE 11
(9802)

713 gl Iia nifes @g 3aa FTHE I 37 3 Hdle THE 33 THE 33 THEWE Il alfe faau™ 1T mHg AISdd
fag a6 1 (ot)

141 &S Wdre WHT JT dT THEH TIT YIT TTE 1| TITHH A3 7H HIg8 H aeg &J H Jg Ha6 19U
(980t)

All the above mentioned Shabads prove that Dev was never used with the name of Guru Angad
Sahib.

Bhai Gurdas Ji has also referred 17 times about Guru Angad Sahib in his Vaars. But he has never
used the word Dev with his name.

Ex? diar =6 g wiare T Eua aram
T 33 Tl Hag Tg Jid ware &f et fearsti
WIS WBY WHE HITH HHIEW)

JIT Wiare g War 3 7T H5E AHEI
WHIT YT FIT HITET WIF HBH W36
TETE GIT I HTEHT U5 1
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T Ware JT WaT 3 TaT 7S o Es1EmI
WHTEH JIT Waed I3 AgY T8F STFTE
TT ware JT Wl 3 JT TS T8 gIg FTE
WHIEH JT Wared AISIT 3 RIS HETEn
T Ware JT Wiar 3 737 Al FHEN
nwigng JId Wared IrE FiE ASE
HIZTIT 33a 26 T dIT Wiare warg” GurEnsy
e 3 JT WHIUE WiHZ TH 5H JT FTEN
Widre T8 YT WS BHTE )
378 wigre g JE arE6
Bhai Gurdas Ji has referred to Guru Angad Sahib in his following Kabit. But he has not used the
word Dev with his name.
JIT wiare 1113 wiar Har 131 Har 8aarm i
All these writings in Guru Granth Sahib and the writings of Bhai Gurdas Ji clearly prove that the
Dev word was never used with the name of Guru Angad Sahib. The Dev part has been added later on in the
history to create confusion. Hence, it is the duty of each and every Sikh to refer the 2" Guru Sahib with
respect as Guru Angad Sahib only.
If already the word Das is there with the name, then it is very difficult to spread as Das Dev. That is
the reason why the manipulation with the names of Guru Amardas Sahib and Guru Ramdas Sahib has not

been tried.
Since the word Das was not present with the name of Guru Arjan Sahib, so similar manipulation
have been carried out with the name of Guru Arjan Sahib. Bhai Balwand and Bhai Sata have not used the

word Dev with the name of Guru Arjan Sahib.
FUlF 857 mors g AISdT & fie gen Il (CET)

The following 16 Shabads prove that Bhats have also not used the word Dev with the name of Guru

Arjan Sahib.
T HIHS WIT TT THEH WasE 3ITHE 121 (9590.2)

JIT MIHS WIT TT THEH WUTUT FET 131 (950.2)
FIT THEH WIFs TG UTH UTH YH'E I8l AT FIeS WIHs WHE »s] HFE Il (980.2)
% Hel diT THEH 35 GIH TAT WIfgs JIg Fa3T IEN (990.2)
IT HIFE FFGT 3 T'H Hal TH 7ATEHE 121 (9802, 8OT)
TT WIFG FFTT 3 HIIT Adl 55 YTETE 1Tl (60T)
T W FFTS 3 HedT FHH ERTWE 1] (O0T)
HTB Il JIT WIHE YUY YMH'E YTGE 7% 397 Il 377 37 SHE A9 HIfe AT 190 (980¢)

HIlT g YH'S Yoy aid Wems g 35 19U (960t)

ABHIT 7ATH WIFS TF Hals [HIF Bl 1939 121 (990T)
wawwwmmwﬁ?@%’uﬁﬁﬁﬂ%wﬁ?@ﬂs// (980¢, 980t
THETH T F7dl T95 T8 JIT I3 Wags HTT gat 181 (990t)

YT3TE [G€ 1T Woms & IIT YT FarH 16H BmE 141l (980t)

515 HET™ &5 F€ 31 AT HIHG YTFY TIT I1219E1 (980t)

T WIFs 1HIT 83wy UTHALT EPAE Il (80T)
£Z Hurrs RigaH! g1g wams &€ € miems Il (90t)
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Bhats have used the word Dev once along with the name of Guru Arjan Sahib. Here also they have
tried to show his closeness of Guru Arjan Sahib with Akal Purkh (“39 &oa €< difee gu™).

B I3 woms 8 g 61d Hae #is a9s & a8 1€ (80t)

The remaining Guru Sahibs were already having suffix with their names like Guru HarGobind
Sahib, Guru HarRai Sahib, Guru HarKishan Sahib, and Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib. Hence, it was not
possible to add the word Dev with their names.

Normally if we try to change even one letter in the name of any person, then he feels very bad. But
here we are drastically changing the names of our Guru Sahibs. Many Sikhs do not bother when others try
to change the names of our Guru Sahibs or writing of Guru Granth Sahib. However, Guru Sahibs has taught
the Sikhs to be always awake and alert.

HE HT mates mdl afg 813 Il WuS] 437 afy & g yZan 813 1191 a6 Il (38)

Already so many adulterations and manipulation have been done with the Sikh history. If Sikhs can

make history then it is our equal responsibility to read and write our own history. Guru Sahib daily teach us

in the ‘Assa Ke Warr’ to help ourselves.
“wryz Tgt wysT g I T AEGPH 11201 (828)”

We should learn lesson from the adulterations and manipulation of past and start doing research by
getting guidance from Guru Granth Sahib. The only proof of Sikh history which is remaining with us is
Guru Granth Sahib. Hence, we must preserve it carefully and should not allow any adulteration in Guru
Granth Sahib. We should stop reciting the Kachi Bani and start studying the true Bani written in Guru
Granth Sahib.

‘A& F3F GIF Hal 37 Tarhy & # w 7l weaa 54 que Il 2 I (30Y)”

"Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh"
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Web= http://www.geocities.ws/sarbjitsingh/
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