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 Can we use the word Waheguru for Akal Purkh (God) in Sikhism?  
  
  According to Sikhism the God (Akal Purkh or Waheguru) is one and only one. The 

definition of God is clearly mentioned in the beginning of Guru Granth Sahib as: 
 < siq nwmu krqw purKu inrBau inrvYru Akwl mUriq AjUnI sYBM gur pRswid ] (1) 
 One Universal Creator God. The Name Is Truth. Creative Being Personified. No Fear. No Hatred. 

Image Of The Undying, Beyond Birth, Self-Existent. By Guru's Grace (1) 
  Different religions or sects represent the name of God differently. Christian use the name as 

God, where as Muslim represent as Allah. According to Hindus, there are so many names as Ram, 
Krishna, Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh, etc. Though in Gurbani, the name of God (Akal Purkh) have 
been represented by many a names being used at that time. But it has been clearly mentioned that it is 
one and only one. In Sikhism it mostly represented as Akal Purkh. 

  
 gauVI mhlw 5 ] icMqwmix kruxw mey ]1] rhwau ] dIn dieAwlw pwrbRhm ] jw kY ismrix suK Bey ]1] Akwl 

purK AgwiD boD ] sunq jso koit AG Key ]2] ikrpw iniD  pRB mieAw Dwir ] nwnk hir hir nwm ley 
]3]13]151] (212) 

 He is the Wish-fulfilling Jewel, the Embodiment of Mercy. ||1||Pause|| The Supreme Lord God is 
Merciful to the meek; meditating in remembrance on Him, peace is obtained. ||1|| The Wisdom of 

the Undying Primal Being is beyond comprehension. Hearing His Praises, millions of sins are 
erased. ||2|| O God, Treasure of Mercy, please bless Nanak with Your kindness, that he may repeat 

the Name of the Lord, Har, Har. ||3||13||151|| 
  
  The word Waheguru has been used about 13 times and Wahguru 3 times in Guru Granth Sahib 

on pages 1402, 1403 and 1404. 
  Bhatts have used the word Waheguru and Wahguru in the praise of 4th Nanak Jot, i.e. Guru 

Ram Das Ji. This is very clear from the title of Bani on Page 1396 of Guru Granth Sahib. Similarly, 
Bhai Gurdas Ji has referred Waheguru as Gur Shabad in his Vaaraan. For example: 

 vwihgurU gur Sbd lY iprm ipAwlw cup clolw] (4-17-4) 
 vwihgurU swlwhxw gur Sbd Alwey ]13] (9-13-6) 
  
  In Gurbani, we cannot understand the complete message conveyed by a particular Shabad, just 

by reading any single line of our choice from that Shabad. Complete understanding is possible only if 
we study the complete Shabad. Let us take the case of the following Vaar of Bhai Gurdas Ji. 

 gur isKhu gur isK hY pIr pIrhuM koeI] Sbd surq cylw gurU prmySr soeI] drSn idRSit iDAwn Dr guru mUriq 
hoeI] Sbd suriq kr kIrqn sqsMg ivloeI] vwihgurU gurU mMqR hY jp haumYN KoeI] Awp gvwey Awp hY gux guxI 

proeI ]2] (13-2-6) 
  
  Normally people just quote the following line and conclude that if you keep on repeatedly 

saying the word ‘Waheguru’, then you can achieve the ultimate. 
 vwihgurU gurU mMqR hY jp haumYN KoeI] 
  If by saying a single word the whole problem can be solved, then why Guru Sahib had to write 

1430 pages of Guru Granth Sahib. They would have just written a single word ‘Waheguru’ on all the 
pages. But Guru Sahib have not done like that. Therefore, the mechanical repetition of the word 
‘Waheguru’ is not acceptable in Gurmat. 

  
  If Bhai Gurdas Ji has said Waheguru as Gur Mantar, then he has also clarified that Waheguru 

means Shabad of Guru. This he has clarified in his above-mentioned Vaaraan itself and also in many 
other Vaaraan. 

  When we take a closer look of this Vaar. Then we find that the first sentence of this Vaar is 
connected with the following Shabad of Guru Nanak Sahib. In which Guru Sahib have stated that 
neither Guru can be in physical form, nor the follower can be in physical form. 

 pvn ArMBu siqgur miq vylw ] sbdu gurU suriq Duin cylw ] (943) 

  4
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 From the air came the beginning. This is the age of the True Guru's Teachings. The Shabad is the 

Guru, upon whom I lovingly focus my consciousness; I am the chaylaa, the disciple. 
  
 The last sentence of this Vaar is related with the following Shabad. 
 mnu bycY siqgur kY pwis ] iqsu syvk ky kwrj rwis ] (286) 
 One who sells his mind to the True Guru - that humble servant's affairs are resolved. 
  
  So long we do not submit (sell) ourselves to the teachings of the Guru, till that time the ego 

will not go. As long as we do not overcome our ego, good qualities will not get generated in us. This 
is possible only if we make Gur Shabad as part and parcel of our life. 

  
  Bhai Gurdas Ji has condemned those who worship other than Gur Shabad. That tongue is of no 

use, which worships some thing else other than Gur Shabad. The hands and feet are of no use if they 
have not done any service according to the Guru. 

 iDRg isru jo gur n invY gur lgY n crnI] iDRgu loieix gur drs ivxu vyKY pr qrxI] iDRg srvix aupdys ivxu 
suix suriq n DrxI] iDRg ijhbw gur sbd ivxu hor mMqR ismrxI] ivxu syvw iDRgu hQ pYr hor inhPl krxI] 

pIr murIdW iprhVI suK siqgur srxI ]10] (27-10-6) 
  
  Bhai Gurdas Ji has repeatedly clarified Waheguru as Gur Shabad in his Vaaraan. 
  
  There are many Shabads in Guru Granth Sahib, which say that; there is no difference between 

Guru and Akal Purkh (God). Akal Purkh is the ultimate and only with the help of Guru one can reach 
the Ultimate. 

  
 goNf mhlw 5 ] gurU gurU guru kir mn mor ] gurU ibnw mY nwhI hor ] gur kI tyk rhhu idnu rwiq ] jw kI koie n 

mytY dwiq ]1] guru prmysru eyko jwxu ] jo iqsu BwvY so prvwxu ]1] rhwau ] gur crxI jw kw mnu lwgY ] dUKu drdu 
BRmu qw kw BwgY ] gur kI syvw pwey mwnu ] gur aUpir sdw kurbwnu ]2] gur kw drsnu dyiK inhwl ] gur ky syvk 
kI pUrn Gwl ] gur ky syvk kau duKu n ibAwpY ] gur kw syvku dh idis jwpY ]3] gur kI mihmw kQnu n jwie ] 

pwrbRhmu guru rihAw smwie ] khu nwnk jw ky pUry Bwg ] gur crxI qw kw mnu lwg ]4]6]8] (864) 
 Know that the Guru and the Transcendent Lord are One. Whatever pleases Him is acceptable and 

approved. 
  
 guru prmysru guru goivMdu ] guru dwqw dieAwl bKisMdu ] gur crnI jw kw mnu lwgw ] nwnk dws iqsu pUrn Bwgw 

]4]36]47] (897) 
 The Guru is the Supreme Lord God; the Guru is the Lord of the Universe. The Guru is the Great 

Giver, merciful and forgiving. One whose mind is attached to the Guru's feet. O slave Nanak, is 
blessed with perfect destiny. 

  
 BYrau mhlw 5 ] siqguru myrw bymuhqwju ] siqgur myry scw swju ] siqguru myrw sBs kw dwqw ] siqguru myrw purKu 

ibDwqw ]1] gur jYsw nwhI ko dyv ] ijsu msqik Bwgu su lwgw syv ]1] rhwau ] siqguru myrw srb pRiqpwlY ] 
siqguru myrw mwir jIvwlY ] siqgur myry kI vifAweI ] pRgtu BeI hY sBnI QweI ]2] siqguru myrw qwxu inqwxu ] 
siqguru myrw Gir dIbwxu ] siqgur kY hau sd bil jwieAw ] pRgtu mwrgu ijin kir idKlwieAw ]3] ijin guru 
syivAw iqsu Bau n ibAwpY ] ijin guru syivAw iqsu duKu n sMqwpY ] nwnk soDy isMimRiq byd ] pwrbRhm gur nwhI 

Byd ]4]11]24] (1142) 
 There is no deity equal to the Guru. Whoever has good destiny inscribed on his forehead, applies 

himself to seva - selfless service. 
Nanak has studied the Simritees and the Vedas. There is no difference between the Supreme Lord 

God and the Guru. 
  
  So by combining all the above mentioned facts, we can say that: 
 Waheguru = Nanak Jot = Gur Shabad = Guru = Akal Purkh (God) 
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  Though word Waheguru have not been directly used for Akal Purkh in Guru Granth Sahib. 

But the above-mentioned Shabads clearly indicate that word Waheguru can be used for Akal Purkh in 
Sikhism. Guru Gobind Singh Ji has also used “Ek On Kar Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh”. 

  
  Now a day, the so-called Saints have created lot of confusion. They say that one can achieve 

the Ultimate (Akal Purkh), by simply repeatedly saying ‘Waheguru’, ‘Waheguru’. 
  Probably this may be the reason, why Guru Sahibs have not directly used the word Waheguru 

for the Akal Purkh in Guru Granth Sahib. Guru Sahibs have used their far sightedness and wanted not 
to leave any chance for the misuse of this word (Waheguru) and guarded the Sikhs from being 
misguided by someone else. It has been clearly mentioned in Guru Granth Sahib that mechanical 
repetition of any single Shabad (Word) is Jog Matt and not Sikhism. 

 ] nwdI bydI sbdI monI jm ky ptY ilKwieAw ]2] (654) 
 The musicians, the Vedic scholars, the chanters of one word and the men of silence, all are listed 

on the Register of Death. 
  
  Hence the word Waheguru does represent the name of Akal Purkh. But just by saying 

“Waheguru”, “Waheguru”, one cannot achieve him. We can achieve Him only by practically 
following the teachings of Guru Granth Sahib. This has been well explained and guided by the 
following Kabit of Bhai Gurdaas Ji. 

 pUCq pQik, iqh mwrg n DwrY pig] pRIqm kY dys, kYsy bwqnu ky jweIAY ] pUCq hY bYd, Kwq AauKd n sMjm sY, 
kYsy imtY rog, suK shj smweIAY ] pUCq suhwgn, krm hY duhwgin kY, irdY ibibcwr, kq ishjw bulweIAY ] gwey 

suny AWKy mIcY, pweIAY n prmpdu] gur aupdysu, gih jau lau, n kmweIAY ]439] 
  
  We learn the way of life from Gur Shabad. But success is possible only if we practically 

follow the path shown by the Guru. Cure for all types grieves is available in Guru Granth Sahib, but 
we have to control, the five sins (Sex, Anger, Greed, Affection, Ego). Then only we can achieve the 
state of ultimate happiness (Anand). Gurbani shows the path of truth. Hence, we must be firm on the 
path of truth. Following the teachings of Guru Granth Sahib, is the path of Sikhism. So we should act 
according to that. 
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DnwsrI mhlw 4 ] hm AMDuly AMD ibKY ibKu rwqy ikau cwlh gur cwlI ] sqguru dieAw kry suKdwqw hm lwvY 
Awpn pwlI ] 1 ] gurisK mIq clhu gur cwlI ] jo guru khY soeI Bl mwnhu hir hir kQw inrwlI ] 1 ] (667) 

 O Sikhs of the Guru, O friends, walk on the Guru's Path. Whatever the Guru says, accept that as 
good; the sermon of the Lord, Har, Har, is unique and wonderful. 

  
  All the brothers, sisters and elder ones are requested to practically follow the teachings of Guru 

Granth Sahib. In this way we can bring happiness in our own life as well as peace and prosperity for 
the mankind. So let us start reciting, learning, understanding and practically following Gurbani to 
achieve the ultimate aim of our life. 

  
 “Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh” 
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