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Can we use the word Waheguru for Akal Purkh (God) in Sikhism?

According to Sikhism the God (Akal Purkh or Waheguru) is one and only one. The
definition of God is clearly mentioned in the beginning of Guru Granth Sahib as:
6 AIF 3 JTFT YTY [59FE [5Ted Ha® WIS Wgsl Ad @ Yyrre Il (1)
One Universal Creator God. The Name Is Truth. Creative Being Personified. No Fear. No Hatred.
Image Of The Undying, Beyond Birth, Self-Existent. By Guru's Grace (1)
Different religions or sects represent the name of God differently. Christian use the name as
God, where as Muslim represent as Allah. According to Hindus, there are so many names as Ram,
Krishna, Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh, etc. Though in Gurbani, the name of God (Akal Purkh) have
been represented by many a names being used at that time. But it has been clearly mentioned that it is
one and only one. In Sikhism it mostly represented as Akal Purkh.

TEFT HTBT Y Il [TTHIE G HE 119 TT'E I EIE SIEWSBT UTHIH Il 77 & AHIIE FY FE U WSS
YTy warfT § Il A 77 JIE v ¥E W21 [JTUT 11T Y5 HiEwr gifa i aBa afa afd a7 &
H2N9309YU (292)

He is the Wish-fulfilling Jewel, the Embodiment of Mercy. ||1||Pause|| The Supreme Lord God is
Merciful to the meek; meditating in remembrance on Him, peace is obtained. ||1|| The Wisdom of
the Undying Primal Being is beyond comprehension. Hearing His Praises, millions of sins are
erased. ||2|| O God, Treasure of Mercy, please bless Nanak with Your kindness, that he may repeat
the Name of the Lord, Har, Har. ||3||13||151]|

The word Waheguru has been used about 13 times and Wahguru 3 times in Guru Granth Sahib
on pages 1402, 1403 and 1404.

Bhatts have used the word Waheguru and Wahguru in the praise of 4" Nanak Jot, i.e. Guru
Ram Das Ji. This is very clear from the title of Bani on Page 1396 of Guru Granth Sahib. Similarly,
Bhai Gurdas Ji has referred Waheguru as Gur Shabad in his Vaaraan. For example:

STIgIT dT 7FE B FUTH fpas g d85
STIGT AHTST T HFE WBE 11921

In Gurbani, we cannot understand the complete message conveyed by a particular Shabad, just
by reading any single line of our choice from that Shabad. Complete understanding is possible only if
we study the complete Shabad. Let us take the case of the following Vaar of Bhai Gurdas Ji.

gT g g iy T Uig lad deh rae 75 967 J7 UTHAT HET STHs erIE fipns g aig Hars
e HEE I3 &9 &35 ASHI [€BET STagg aIg HF T md TEH d& #f T=78 el T as ]
U= 11210

Normally people just quote the following line and conclude that if you keep on repeatedly
saying the word “Waheguru’, then you can achieve the ultimate.
STIFT TG HF T U TEH GET
If by saying a single word the whole problem can be solved, then why Guru Sahib had to write
1430 pages of Guru Granth Sahib. They would have just written a single word ‘Waheguru’ on all the
pages. But Guru Sahib have not done like that. Therefore, the mechanical repetition of the word
“‘Waheguru’ is not acceptable in Gurmat.

If Bhai Gurdas Ji has said Waheguru as Gur Mantar, then he has also clarified that Waheguru
means Shabad of Guru. This he has clarified in his above-mentioned Vaaraan itself and also in many
other Vaaraan.

When we take a closer look of this Vaar. Then we find that the first sentence of this Vaar is
connected with the following Shabad of Guru Nanak Sahib. In which Guru Sahib have stated that

neither Guru can be in physical form, nor the follower can be in physical form.
YRE WIT HISTIT HIF @87 Il AFE dIF HII3 gis 987 Il (€93)
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From the air came the beginning. This is the age of the True Guru's Teachings. The Shabad is the
Guru, upon whom I lovingly focus my consciousness; I am the chaylaa, the disciple.

The last sentence of this Vaar is related with the following Shabad.
HE 89 RI3dT & YTH Il [3H A<ar & &9 T1H Il (I€E)

One who sells his mind to the True Guru - that humble servant's affairs are resolved.

So long we do not submit (sell) ourselves to the teachings of the Guru, till that time the ego
will not go. As long as we do not overcome our ego, good qualities will not get generated in us. This
is possible only if we make Gur Shabad as part and parcel of our life.

Bhai Gurdas Ji has condemned those who worship other than Gur Shabad. That tongue is of no
use, which worships some thing else other than Gur Shabad. The hands and feet are of no use if they
have not done any service according to the Guru.

fgar fiag 7 T & 5€ g & 5 T3 G BIEIE IT €9r fez 84 yg 393 [Far ATels Guer ez
HIE FII3 & gaiil 1gar fAos gg AFe e J9 HF AHTSHI feF Ae g o9 dg Ja [6ae® aoaii
Yig Hater fugas? my Af3drg FISt 1901

Bhai Gurdas Ji has repeatedly clarified Waheguru as Gur Shabad in his Vaaraan.

There are many Shabads in Guru Granth Sahib, which say that; there is no difference between
Guru and Akal Purkh (God). Akal Purkh is the ultimate and only with the help of Guru one can reach
the Ultimate.

TS HI& U Il TG TT TT JT HE HT Il TG 557 # 57971 da 1| JT & 2a gog fea T13 Il 77 & JF &
HE &3 119U TTT YTHAT Ea 7= Il 7 57 572 7 Ygz 119U 776 /| T TS 7 & Hg Bdl Il Y €T
FH I & TG I TT & A U8 HE Il TT Gl Ae™ FTFG 21l IT & STAS e 6075 Il IT & Aed
& Yo5 wE Il JT & Aea a6 ey 5 A Il @F & Aed €9 fefi A4 131 dF &1 HITH a6 & 718 Il
YTHIY JT Tl AHTE Il IT 3B 77 & YT T Il JT FIS] 37 & HE BT NSNENCH (CES)

- = =

Know that the Guru and the Transcendent Lord are One. Whatever pleases Him is acceptable and
approved.

g YTHAT TT JifeE Il TT E37 SrENB FUIHE Il JT TI&1 77 & HE FaT Il 56 €H [3H YI5 Far
HWBI3ENE2l (€E2)

The Guru is the Supreme Lord God; the Guru is the Lord of the Universe. The Guru is the Great
Giver, merciful and forgiving. One whose mind is attached to the Guru's feet. O slave Nanak, is
blessed with perfect destiny.

FIE HIBT Y || AIFIT HI™ SHISH Il AI3TIT Ha Ho™ H'F Il AI3dIT 1™ ASH & @137 | AISdT HaT Yoy
fagsT i 5 7AT 5797 & < I [AH HASTE a7 7 &G A /90 TI7E N Ai3dT HI™ ATT Y3475 Il
AI3TT HT™ 1T /e I| ARSI AT &1 eEmrEt Il yare 81 T AgaT &1 121 Af3dT AT I 637F I
HISFT Ha™ wiT el Il A3aT & T8 AT Fi% F1En Il Yaie Hadl A5 JIT fedsEm 131 s Jg
Afenr 137 36 & pad 1 fAls g Afenr 3H 8y & A3 1| 373d AT (13 8 I| yT9aH JT a1
Fe N8N8 (9982)

There is no deity equal to the Guru. Whoever has good destiny inscribed on his forehead, applies
himself to seva - selfless service.
Nanak has studied the Simritees and the Vedas. There is no difference between the Supreme Lord
God and the Guru.

So by combining all the above mentioned facts, we can say that:
Waheguru = Nanak Jot = Gur Shabad = Guru = Akal Purkh (God)
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Though word Waheguru have not been directly used for Akal Purkh in Guru Granth Sahib.

But the above-mentioned Shabads clearly indicate that word Waheguru can be used for Akal Purkh in
Sikhism. Guru Gobind Singh Ji has also used “Ek On Kar Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh”.

Now a day, the so-called Saints have created lot of confusion. They say that one can achieve
the Ultimate (Akal Purkh), by simply repeatedly saying ‘Waheguru’, ‘Waheguru’.

Probably this may be the reason, why Guru Sahibs have not directly used the word Waheguru
for the Akal Purkh in Guru Granth Sahib. Guru Sahibs have used their far sightedness and wanted not
to leave any chance for the misuse of this word (Waheguru) and guarded the Sikhs from being
misguided by someone else. It has been clearly mentioned in Guru Granth Sahib that mechanical

repetition of any single Shabad (Word) is Jog Matt and not Sikhism.
I 37e7 g6t FEeEt Hal AH & U2 [BHTE 121 (EUS)

The musicians, the Vedic scholars, the chanters of one word and the men of silence, all are listed
on the Register of Death.

Hence the word Waheguru does represent the name of Akal Purkh. But just by saying
“Waheguru”, “Waheguru”, one cannot achieve him. We can achieve Him only by practically
following the teachings of Guru Granth Sahib. This has been well explained and guided by the
following Kabit of Bhai Gurdaas Ji.

YBF YFIR, 13T HTdl 5 TT UldTl YisH & €A, 3R T35 & T Il Y83 I Fe, ¥'3 W8ye 5 HAH 7,
&R HE GaT, I AIA AHEMA Il Y& FIaI5, J9H J e &, [9€ f3igee, &3 Ao g8 Il are
HO wig Hig, uehy & ygHyell Jig BUer, difg 76 86, & aHEhsy 183¢

We learn the way of life from Gur Shabad. But success is possible only if we practically
follow the path shown by the Guru. Cure for all types grieves is available in Guru Granth Sahib, but
we have to control, the five sins (Sex, Anger, Greed, Affection, Ego). Then only we can achieve the
state of ultimate happiness (Anand). Gurbani shows the path of truth. Hence, we must be firm on the
path of truth. Following the teachings of Guru Granth Sahib, is the path of Sikhism. So we should act
according to that.

TBTHTT HIBT & | TH WTB W 98 iy 773 &6 T78T JIT 5781 Il A3dIT ™ a9 FHe3T TH &
WS Y8BT Il 9 Il TITHY HiF T8T JIT T781 Il 7 dT T HET 55 Hag JfT IfT a& (537871 Il 9 Il (EE2)

O Sikhs of the Guru, O friends, walk on the Guru's Path. Whatever the Guru says, accept that as
good; the sermon of the Lord, Har, Har, is unique and wonderful.

All the brothers, sisters and elder ones are requested to practically follow the teachings of Guru
Granth Sahib. In this way we can bring happiness in our own life as well as peace and prosperity for
the mankind. So let us start reciting, learning, understanding and practically following Gurbani to
achieve the ultimate aim of our life.

“Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ke Fateh”
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