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The Decree of God Regarding His Relationship With Men


The New Revised Edition of the Holy Bible is a collection of stories that are intended to relay the word of God.  Throughout the collective works of this sacred text there appear to be many fluctuations as to the mood of the Almighty towards the existence of man.  There are multiple instances in which God chooses a mortal to speak to the masses on his behalf, namely Moses and Jesus.  To Moses, he relays the infamous Ten Commandments.  Jesus, allegedly the Son of God, preaches to people about the righteous way to live and about the notion of forgiveness during the legendary Sermon on the Mount.  The question that is justifiably recurrently posed is what type of relationship between Himself and mortals does God depict as ideal in these two texts?


In chapter 20 of the book of Exodus there is a very identifiable tone set that God is not very satisfied with the present situation.  God makes it clear that these moral guidelines are not to be taken lightly, “I punish the children, even the great-grandchildren, for their sins of their fathers who hate Me” (Exodus 20:5).  To prevent further sinning God establishes the clear-cut laws, commonly referred to as the aforementioned Ten Commandments, to morally guide the people of his faith.  He makes the masses want to follow the rules by using harsh words and reminders to strike fear into their hearts.

Before he establishes these ground rules for the people he reminds them of his almighty position, “I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house where you were servants” (Exodus 20:2).  This statement gives readers and listeners the impression that in some way these people are indebted to God for the freedom he obtained for them.  It is significant that this is how he began his speech regarding the commandments because if he had not stated this prior to dictating the commandments, the people would not have been as inspired to live by His decree.  While the people are remembering the great favor that God did for them He states the laws for them to follow.  Regardless of whether the people approved of these guidelines or not, there was more of a likelihood that they would follow them because they felt grateful for the things that God had done for them.  The people would follow even the laws that did not necessarily directly have anything to do with religion since they did not question His authority.  That was a strategic placement of a very otherwise passive statement.  

God also makes the argument that now that they have seen the conversation between him and Moses and heard his word, it is imperative that they believe and abide by him.  “You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven.  Do not make any gods other than Me” (Exodus 20:22).  The fact that the masses have now seen the actual presence of God, instead of basing everything on faith means that God wants them to believe in Him, and only Him.  God makes it explicitly clear that they are not to place any being above Him.  By having his conversation with Moses, God wishes to erase any doubts that his people may have regarding his existence.  God requires complete faith from his believers.


In the Sermon on the Mount given by Jesus in the book of Matthew, Jesus tells the masses the rules by which God wants them to live.  Basically he expands upon the rules given in the Ten Commandments, “Do not think I have come to do away with the Law of Moses…[I have come] to complete them” (Matthew 5:13).  In this Sermon Jesus overtly explains the Ten Commandments in great detail by expanding upon them.  In this speech Jesus brings up the topic of forgiveness, “If you forgive people their sins, your Father in heaven will forgive your sins also.  If you do not forgive people their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Matthew 6:14-15).  Jesus speaks on great lengths regarding the type of punishment people would face should they sin, for example, regarding any sex sin, people are encouraged to incur bodily punishments to themselves so they can maintain their holiness.  God seems to be relentless with the fact that men need to do everything in their power to prevent sin from happening and to take the right measures should sin occur.


Over the course of these two chapters in the Bible, God establishes a relationship that each man is supposed to have with God.  This relationship requires the utmost dedication.  Men are supposed to live virtuous lives in order to be right with God, “I tell you, unless you are more right with God than the teachers of the Law…you will never get into the holy nation of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).  Men are supposed to believe in God, regardless of any suspicions they may have.  Men are expected to abide by the laws provided by God, despite any irrelevance.  Essentially the association between men and God is one of blind and loving follower, and a very assertive leader.
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