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The FWWCP and it’s Potential in Philadelphia


In the city of Philadelphia, a lot of citizens feel the need to “speak out,” yet have no way in which to do it.  The Federated Worker Writers and Community Publishers (FWWCP) is an organization that provides an outlet for people who wish their voices to be heard, “…leading voices for community writing and publishing. (The Republic of Letters 7)”  (The key word in the preceding sentence being community.)  A common understanding is generally accepted that the most revered and respected writers are those of high stature in society, which the FWWCP wishes to change.  There is a question as to whether an organization like this is beneficial, or if it would prove to be useful in our area, as well as what are comparable propositions to this organization.  There are many benefits to developing an organization like FWWCP, which promotes and encourages the voices of the overlooked to be heard, however, there is room for great improvement.  There are also other types of ‘outleting’ that could be established.

The Federation was developed because it was becoming painstakingly evident to many writers and society that the already established authors were getting unnecessary publicity and attention.  One potential reason for the established writers receiving so much attention could be due to their writings being politically passive or agreeable.  The Federation is a collection of people who recognizes the minority of writers who have something to say and want it to be public.  The Federation describes itself as “…an umbrella organization for writer’s publishers who wish to share their skills and work with their communities.”  (Republic of Letters 7)  The writers who write works published by the fed are not always the most educated people, nor do they have a high position in society.  The works published by this federation does not necessarily get a lot of publication, nor do they bring in a lot of money.  What the Fed does, however and most importantly, is give the writers a peace of mind that their work is being read and appreciated.

The question as to whether or not this type of organization would prove to be beneficial here in Philadelphia is a tough question to answer.  I believe that there are many of cans of worms that remain unopened, and to maintain the peace it may be more effective to keep them closed, so to speak.  This does, unfortunately, leave a lot of pent up aggression unnoticed and marginalized.  I think for the satisfaction of the citizens it would prove as a useful vice in Philadelphia.  There is, however, some type of control that would need to be placed on it, not censorship per say, but something that would keep the works at a moderate level of rebellion and upheaval, so as not to start any disruption of the peace.  This subject is difficult to come up with a concrete opinion for since there are many pros and cons to both sides of the situation.  I can honestly state though, if there was a Federation here in Philadelphia, I would be highly tempted to put some work in for consideration, as I am sure many students here at Temple and the surrounding area may be.

The FWWCP does prove to be a form of useful leverage to the writers who know how to utilize it as well as the ones who have the courage and self-confidence to actually put their work out on the line.   This does, nevertheless, leave a lot of people with no instrument which to vocalize their feelings with.  Either people are too self-conscious to let their writing be read by others, and there is always the issue of the people who have no means of writing, or knowledge of the Fed.   For people who may be illiterate, or have ho way of knowing about the organization I propose a public forum, of which I am sure some may already exist. This forum could be held at any public building here in Philadelphia.  People of all walks of life would be welcome to attend and the stage would be open for all to speak about their feelings in any way they feel necessary, i.e. Song, poetry, short story, and so on.  The audience would obviously be there for a reason. They would respect the thoughts and feelings of others regarding concerns about the city in which they reside, desiring the same respect from them when they are on stage.  I am sure this idea is probably open for improvement, however, I believe it would be a more effective way for people to get their voices heard by others and then they can find citizens they can relate to and together they can rise above the tribulations they are facing.
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