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Sarah’s Third Grade Homeroom Newsletter
For the week of September 24, 2007
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This past Friday after Morning Sing something was buzzing through the third and fourth grade cottage.

No. It was not a bee in the classroom.

It was the excitement of our students as they headed off to the first elective class of the school year.

Yes…you read that correctly!  Third and Fourth graders were actually able to choose what they were interested in and take a class in it during the normal school day!

[image: image6.wmf]Students registered earlier this week for one of the five electives offered:  Art; Music; Storytelling; Crochet; Science Experiments.


If you followed that buzzing sound, you could have wondered into the living room to see students singing as Rachel played the piano.  
Maybe it led you to Rachel’s classroom where Tira was discussing how to narrate a story as children began creating their own stories.  
You may have seen students huddled around Amanda learning how to hold the crochet hooks or holding paintbrushes as Lorena spoke about water-color.  You might even have seen children eagerly watching soap expand in a microwave as they learned about the effects of heat on density.

What you would have heard was the sound of your children learning and laughing.

Note on Electives:

Electives are offered every Friday after morning sing.  Courses run for five week sessions.  Students will have the opportunity to register for classes they find exciting, at the end of each five week session.  Children that were closed out of a course they were interested in, will have first priority in registering for that class during the time of enrollment.

September Birthdays…
Please wish the following children a very happy birthday when you see them on campus….

Ethan --September 4th

Evan—September 23rd
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Enrichment Schedule

PE is on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 2:00 pm.

Yoga is on Friday opposite PE.

Swim is on Friday at 11:30 am.

Music is on Thursday at 10:45 am.

Library is on Thursday at 9:45 am.

Garden is on Monday at 11:30 am.

Parent volunteers should report to the enrichment teacher at the time listed next to your class assignment.

Gardening Project
LCS is proud to have Johnna leading our Third Grade Gardening Project this year.  Johnna is a retired elementary school teacher who spent over fifteen years in the classroom.  Johnna is bringing her love of gardening to the students at LCS.
Last year she began plotting the garden and introducing our children to the different types of plants indigenous to our area.

This year, Johnna has crafted a beautiful curriculum around the garden to help strengthen our children’s love nature and their scientific knowledge. 

Children will be learning about the interdependence of living things as they study the garden ecosystem.  

The children will also hone their observation techniques as they take accurate measurements of plants, soil samples, and garden beds.  They will create graphs and record their observations in their very own garden journal.  
The garden is a wonderful way to build community at our school and we wish Johnna and all of the third graders a wonderful year!

Reading at Home

I am writing this article as I watch your children sprawled out on the floor in my classroom and in the hallway.  They are all silent.

I have just finished conferencing with Julianna about a book that she is truly enjoying.  
It almost seems a shame to disturb them, but I must.  Reader’s Workshop has ended for the day and it is time for our visiting fourth grade friends to head back to Amanda’s homeroom.

I call them and they slowly stretch and begin talking about literature with their friends.

Reading Workshop is great because it builds on children’s interests and previous knowledge.  It is a great way to practice reading in school…

But practicing reading is not an activity meant for school alone…this space needs to be created at home also.

Children who read for almost an hour a day tend to be better readers.  Unfortunately, reader’s workshop is not long enough in school for every child to reach that goal.  

Here are some tips for reading at home:

1. Make it a family affair—everyone should be reading at home.

2. Still read to your children—everyone loves to be read to sometimes.

3. Discuss what you are all reading…how do you connect to the characters? The setting? The plot?

4. Use the FIVE FINGER test 



[image: image2.wmf]This month children were taught how to play two math games in class.  The math games help re-enforce basic skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  
Your children are encouraged to play these games at home to practice fact fluency.  You will need a deck of cards to play.
To transform your ordinary deck into a math deck, simply change the four aces to ones.  Then you can change the queens to zeros.  Lastly, you will need to take the kings, the jacks and the two jokers and label them with the numbers from 11 to 20.  

Once this is done, you are ready to play Name That Number or Top-It with all of your family!
The Five Finger Test


Turn to a page in the middle of the story.


Read the page out loud.


Every time you come to a word you do not know, put a finger in the air.


When you are finished, count your fingers.


finger---Easy book


2-3 fingers—Just right


4 or more—Challenging read











