Educational Web Resources

www.Thinkfinity.org


Disciplines



Arts




Kennedy Center's Arts Edge




EDSITEment.neh.gov



Language Arts, Literature, and Foreign Language 




National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEment.neh.gov 




International Reading Association's Read-Write-Think



American History and Social Studies




EDSITEment.neh.gov




National Geographic's Xpeditions




Smithsonian National Museum of American History



Science--ScienceNetLinks.com



Math--Illuminations.nctm.org



Economics--EconEdLink


Grade Levels:  K-12


Description:  Thinkfinity and Verizon own the Marco Polo web resources.  The Thinkfinity homepage links to a variety of websites including:  Kennedy Center's Arts Edge; the National Endowment for the Humanities' EdSitement; National Geographic's Xpeditions.  These sites offer educators lesson plans and related resources to enhance classroom learning.  All the sites reflect national standards in K-12 education.  All the web links are kept current and have specific lessons for the month.  This is an invaluable tool for finding background materials and web resources for providing differentiated classroom instruction and standards based instruction for teachers who are developing their own curriculum.  Thinkfinity also provides links for professional development and utilizing technology in the classroom on their homepage.  

www.cde.ca.gov/index.asp


Disciplines



Professional Development



Curriculum and Instruction for all content areas 



Finance and Grants



Data and Statistics


Grade Levels:  PreK-12


Description:  The California Department of Education provides a variety of information for educators, parents, and students that attend California Publics Schools.  The home page has an article by the current  Superintendent, Jack O'Connell.  It then has several links to the disciplines listed in subheading A of this outline.  This site is useful for educators who wish to obtain professional development through the credentials link.  The curriculum and development link lists the California standards for Language Arts, ELL education, Science, Technology, Mathematics, Social Studies, Health, Physical Education and Special Needs.  The site is easy to navigate and provides scope and sequence links that can be downloaded or printed out for teachers creating their own curriculum.  The site also provides a list of approved books and resources for curriculum needs.  Other areas of the web sites focus on what's new in education, compliance issues, the financial needs of the public school system, grants that are available or have been rewarded,  AYP and APR scores of public schools within California, as well as information for parents about STAR, No Child Left Behind and special services.  

www.nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html


Discipline:  Mathematics


Grade Levels:  PreK-12


Description:  The National Library of Virtual Manipulatives is operated by Utah State University.  The link http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html takes the user to a grid. The grid can be viewed in English, Spanish, and French by changing the setting underneath the grid. The grid is divided into the mathematical strands:  Numbers and Operations; Algebra; Geometry; Measurement; Data Analysis and Probability.  The first row of the grid has columns for grade levels PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  This site is great for parents, students, and teachers.  When you click on a square in the grid you are taken to a variety of activities and games to re-enforce math skills and logical reasoning.  Teachers and parents can use the grid to provide challenge for students who need it or extra support for students working on mastery of a certain skill.  

www.Starfall.com


Discipline:  Reading comprehension; Phonics Instruction


Grade Levels:  PreK-1


Description:  Starfall.com is a web site that is targeted to students learning how to read. The site's sounds and visuals appeal to children. It targets phonics instruction through letter-sound games and phonics readers.  It has interactive games, calendars and books for children to read and create on the Internet.  Teachers and parents can order journals and other printed materials based on the web site's activities.  The site describes its philosophy on teaching education citing the National Reading Panel's Document recommending explicit phonics instruction in the classroom.  

www.kathimitchell.com/Natam.htm


Discipline:  Native Americans


Grades: 3-6


Description:  Kathi Mitchell has created a monster list of links to a variety of web sites on American Indians.  These links provide information on tribes based on the geographical area that they lived North America.  Most of the links will take you to official tribal web pages.  The site also posts links to creation myth stories and other traditions of North American Indians.  This web site is helpful for educators who are teaching about the American Indian tribes and for students who wish to learn about how American Indians live today.

www.nfw.org


Discipline:  Science 


Grade Levels:  3 and up


Description:  The National Wildlife Federation home page provides information on wildlife.  Its main links: Wildlife; Global Warming; Outside in Nature give activities for families and students to reconnect with the environment. Color photos of various animals in their natural habitats along with information about each animal provide useful background for teachers and students.

www.pbs.org/teachers


Disciplines:  All


Grade Levels:  PreK-12


Description:  The PBS web site links to activities for children, parents, and teachers to promote lifelong learning and informed citizens.  This main teacher link provides information on on-line courses for professional development in math, reading and technology.  It also provides national standards based resources for the Arts, Health and Fitness, Math, Reading and Language Arts, Science and Technology, Social Studies, Early Childhood Educators, and Library Media and Technology Coordinators.  Teachers can access lesson plans with links to PBS programming and options to buy videos that relate to curriculum.  The site is extremely busy with pop-ups and advertisements.

www.enchantedlearning.com


Disciplines:  All


Grade Levels:  K-3


Description:  Enchanted Learning offers educators and students information on a variety of topics.  It has lesson plan links and resources for primary grade instructors on arts and craft projects, writing, and science and social studies.  The site also hosts a picture word dictionary for primary children to research topics of interest in science and social studies.  The site is free, however, if you are a subscriber you can print and download nicer versions of their resources.  

www.fieltripearth.org


Discipline:  Science


Grade Levels:  2 and up


Description:  Field Trip Earth provides global resources for teachers, students, and proponents of wildlife conservation.  The web site has a variety of virtual field trips that users can link to that will describe the animal's habitat, how it's needs are being met, the dangers that it faces in the wild, effects of human encroachment and what field researchers are doing to help the animal survive.  Students can also read interviews about field researchers.  There are many lesson plan ideas for educators that incorporate the arts and humanities.  The web site also provides information on endangered animals written for emergent readers, articles and photos.

www.funbrain.com


Discipline:  Math, Language Arts


Grade levels:  K-8


Description:  Fun Brain has educational games for students that provide re-enforcement of basic mathematics and language arts skills.  It has a variety of classic games, web books, and comics for children.  Teachers can keep grade-books, and provide quiz prep to their students with a subscription.
