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WOMEN IN THE FIELD OF ENGINEERING

In anticipation of continued population growth more women should pursue high-paid careers, such as engineering. 

According to the Purdue News Website, January 1993

(- http://www.purdue.edu/UNS/html3month/1990-95/9301.Daniels.Employment.html -)
The following statistics show how few women enter the field of engineering for the federal government:
22 % 
environmental
18 % 
chemical

17 %
biomedical

16 %
industrial

        9 % 
electrical and aerospace

        6 % 
mechanical
OnlineEthics.Org (- http://onlineethics.org/div/abstracts/women-indust.html#rep -) has this to say: 
“Female scientists and engineers remain underrepresented in industry.” Women tend to select careers in life, behavioral and social sciences; these aren’t industrial fields. Working conditions for women in industry aren’t generally favorable, due to social prejudice, and sexism rampant with men, and so forth. Male-oriented culture is very deeply ingrained in the work place of most companies, and a change in the way men think and feel toward women is desperately needed for a productive future in this world. Historically women have had it rough in the work force, though there have been improvements, but there is very far to go.
Two reasons why it is important for women to pursue careers in engineering are as follows:

1. Engineering is vital to maintain an ever growing population, and maybe women can find some solutions which men have failed to discover.
2.  If women held higher paid jobs they would have more for retirement.

Women tend to live 5 years longer than men, according to the Star.com News (- http://www.thestar.com/News/article/163494 -) so there is economic and social stress put on women when they are older. It is, therefore, vital for women to try and prevent hardship later on in life, by wise career choices early on.

I think women will have to figure out on their own how to make this plan work, as it is that men aren’t helping any.
WHAT MEN CAN DO
If men became involved in 3rd-world outreach they would see how severe the problems women face because of male exploitation. Consider how many children have been made orphans by AIDS in Africa: 12 Million, According to the film “Shouting Silent” by Renee Rosen and Xoliswa Sithole
(- http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c605.shtml -)
Women seem to have a Nurturing Spirit the world would benefit from if men would choose to allow women to be empowered. Perhaps if men would see the damage they have done in the flesh with their exploitation of women as sex objects, maybe they would awaken to a new way of thinking.

Women are represented metaphysically as the concept of Mother Earth. The nurturing instinct may well turn out to be the only hope for a future which will hold twice as much people as it does now, in only 150 years. It looks like poor people are going to be getting poorer and men’s love of money – which is the primary tool of masculine domination – will be the downfall of humanity, unless there are drastic alterations in the way men and women interact in society.

Some women are already making an impact in the world today. Now, I would like to discuss the world-view of one particular popular modern enlightened woman, and bring this document to a close.
NATALIE PORTMAN – A Modern Woman of Power
Below are selections from a longer interview with Natalie Portman who recently graduated from Harvard. I have highlighted with bold text some relevant points to this discourse.
 Peter Sarsgaard. Interview. New York: Jul 2004.Vol.34, Iss. 6;  pg. 52, 9 pgs

NP: I think the thing I learned most at Harvard was how to learn. College teaches you that if you want to learn about something, it's not just a thought that ends there: It leads to who to call and how to have the courage to know that you're bright enough to talk to someone you really admire-to ask them questions…
PS: It also gives you a context for the times in which we're living, something I don't think a lot of people have right now, particularly in light of the war in Iraq.

NP: … that can happen even worse when you're at school, because you're all into your books and your community and your bubble of college life … the students are diversified in terms of geography and race, but not really in terms of class-class diversity is practically nonexistent. It's disappointing, particularly at a place that's really devoted to providing you with an outlook on the world.

PS: It seems as if you've experienced the world in so many ways-by being an actress, being well educated and seeing things firsthand in your travels. I think it's a privilege to be in that position.

NP: It absolutely is. I mean, I wish I didn't have to experience violence and war firsthand, but if it exists in the world, then it's important to be emotionally involved …That's another class issue in our country, that the people who make the decisions about our wars are not the ones who have anything personal at stake.
NP: …who's fighting our wars? It's largely our poor. I just found out that a large portion of the U.S. Army is composed of immigrants.

PS: I hadn't heard that. I was just down in New Orleans, and you know, a large percentage of the city is under the poverty line. Every day you'd read in the papers about a local person or someone from Mississippi or some economically depressed area who'd died in Iraq. It's difficult to think about.

NP: People always say actors shouldn't get involved. If you don't know about something, then it's true you shouldn't talk about it, but if you do have knowledge, then I see no conflict between your profession and any other work you can do.
PS: I have this vague notion that you're always doing community service.

NP: Well, we're lucky we have so much time off. You don't-you're a real working actor.

PS: I'm one of the slaves, like those guys below deck with the paddles.

	[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



	[image: image3.jpg]





NP: I'm more of the lazy variety-I'm not under the ship, I'm on top of it. [laughs] I have so much time between shoots that I've been trying to get more involved in charities I believe in, and that's been an amazing experience. I was in Uganda a few weeks ago with a group called FINCA [the Foundation for International Community Assistance], which does microfinance for very poor women. It was incredible.
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Natalie Portman’s starring role in Episodes 1 – 3 of the Star Wars Saga is a fine example of the potential of one woman to remain in control while the best councils of men can’t stop a System of a Republic from being transformed by a Tyrant into an Empire. Natalie Portman was born in Jerusalem in 1981, almost 15 years after the Ethnic Hebrews took control of that city. She is personally indigenous to the city and the action of those who claimed power have nothing to do with her life, and the choice she has made is to make sure that when she is in the limelight she clearly states what she believes, which is that the freedom of the individual and the respect of a free society without invasive controls is what humanity needs.

She chose to go to the best school and get the best possible education so that she can do more to help. 
You can check out her bio at the internet source below:

(- http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000204/ -)
Final Thoughts

To engineer a future where men stop doing all the damage they do by trying to control the world around them (which maybe they do because they can’t control their own personal self, so they over-compensate and try to control others) women should get into positions of power in equal distribution throughout all types of human cultural systems. 

Engineering is the weakest point because of it being 100% logical and 0% emotional, and this isn’t the balance of female physiology, and is very difficult to focus into for anyone – especially for a woman of the age where she will be able to rise to a position of power in society, considering the effect of the female balance of hormones and how this equation makes a woman feel on the inside, which mean cannot comprehend because of their hormone makeup.

Together, however there isn’t any human obstacle that the family of humanity cannot overcome, if women and men can work together.

It is important to realize that the meaning of the word “feminine” cannot be understood without understanding the meaning of the word “masculine”. Neither word has any physiological parallel with what it means to be a man or a woman. But all aspects of humanity combined make all of us together who we are.

In conclusion, logical science – such as engineering – if an even split of women and men master these types of fields, I believe feminine and masculine attitudes will probably also come into balance; especially as the human population grows.
Individually, however, what ever we do it is better to find a common ground – to consider every one of us as being human residents of our common home, the Earth.

Wisdom is the solution to our problems.

Wisdom begins with learning.

Learning begins with the ability to listen, objectively, and assemble knowledge logically.

Every one who is born human has the power and the responsibility to manage the world upon which they live. So we start by learning how to manage ourselves. 

What it means to be Woman, I don’t even begin to know; what it means to be Human, however, I am beginning to formulate an understanding of, and am pursuing as I advance academically.   
