AMERICAN HISTORY READING LIST - 1600 up to Civil War

* means first choice				** means part of our family library

Check out the Valuetales series

(Your library call numbers may be different: Check the catalog



EUROPEAN SETTLERS, JAMESTOWN, MAYFLOWER, PLIMOTH, THANKSGIVING, NATIVE INDIANS, COLONIES 1600-1750 



**Three Young Pilgrims						Harness

**Samuel Eaton’s Day (Plimoth)					Waters

**If You Sailed on the Mayflower in 1620				McGovern

**Emma’s Journal							Moss

**On the Mayflower							Waters

*Matchlock Gun (BF) 	Colonial, pre Rev	J Newbery	Edmonds 

*Sarah Morton’s Day (Plimoth)					Waters

*Jamestown, new world adventure			J 973.2	James Knight

*The Pilgrims of Plimoth (BF)			J 974.4	Sewell

*Courage of Sarah Noble  (Gr 1-3), Conn, 1707	MJ		Dagliesh

*Pocahontas	(Jamestown)				J921 Poca	D’Aulaire

*Molly’s Pilgrim (Jewish immigrant)	MJ Hol. Shelf		Cohen  	also on tape

*Small Wolf (An I Can Read Book) early		J973.2		Benchley 

*Sailing to America: Colonists at Sea		J973.2		Knight

*Kids in Colonial Times				J973.2		Wroble 

*Colonial Times from A to Z			J973.2		Kalman 

*Night Journeys (Quaker, 1760)					Avi 		older

*Tapenum’s Day (Wampanoag Indians)				Waters   	9-12 age

*Tomahawks and Trombones			J974.8		Mitchell   ILL

Hiawatha								Longfellow

Chronicle of America: Colonial Times				Masoff

Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George?			Jean Fritz

Landing of the Pilgrims (BF)				J974.4		Daugherty

The Story of Pocahantas (Dover Children’s Book)

Squanto, Friend of the Pilgrims (BF)			J970.1		Bulla

Finding Providence� Roger Williams (I Can Read)	J974.502	Avi

Bread and butter Indian						Colver

A lion to guard us					J Bulla	Bulla

Understood Betsy					J		Canfield

Mary Geddy’s Day (Williamsburg)					Waters

Shadows in the glasshouse 						McDonald

Our strange new land							Hermes

A day in the life of a colonial silversmith				Wilmore

Daily Life 								McCall

Story of Jamestown							Prolman

Mayflower Compact							Donovan

The carving on the tree						Campbell

The 13 colonies							Fradin

Villages								Stone

Pilgrim voices							Roop

The Sign of the beaver (Gr 5-7), 1763, Maine 	Y, on tape	Speare		older 

Stories of the Pilgrims (CLP)						Pumphrey	older 

Calico Captive							Speare		older 

Witch of Blackbird pond (Gr. 5-7), 1687, Conn.			Speare		older 

Double Life of Pocahantas				J921 Poca	Jean Fritz	older 

Amos Fortune, Free Man (Gr. 5-7) 1700s, New England		Yates		older

Carry on, Mr. Bowditch (Gr 5-7), 1700, Mass.			Latham	older 

The journal of Jasper Jonathan Pierce (Mayflower)	J 		Rinaldi 	older

Journey to the new world (Mayflower)		J		 Lasky		older



REVOLUTIONARY WAR 1775-1783 

**Sam the Minuteman	(1-3), 1775, Mass.			Benchley, Nathaniel

**If You Grew Up With George Washington 			Gross

**George The Drummer Boy (I Can Read history)	J series	Benchley

**Johnny Tremain (Gr 6-8), 1770s Boston				Forbes		older RA

*Silver for General Washington			J		Meadowcroft

Paul Revere’s Ride							Longfellow

Book of the American Rev. (Brown Paper School)	J973.3		Egger-Bovet

Book of the New American Nation (Brown Paper)			Egger-Bovet

Early Thunder�     Pre-rev. War			J		Fritz		older

*Where Was Patrick Henry on the 29th of May?	J921 Henry	Fritz

*Why Don’t You Get A Horse Sam Adams?		MJ		Fritz

If You Lived At the Time of The American Revolution J973.3	Moore

*The Boston Coffee Party (I Can Read) Rev.	J series	Rappaport 

Young Thomas Jefferson (Troll Easy Biographies)			Sabin

John Adams, Brave patriot (Troll Easy Bio.)			Santrey

Paul Revere’s Ride (BF)				J811		Longfellow

*Benjamin Franklin					J921		D’Aulaire	Rock

*What’s the Big Idea, Ben Franklin?			J921		Fritz		Rock

*Colonial kids (activities)				745.5		Laurie Carlson ILL

The Arrow over the door (7-10) - Quaker   Colonial 		Bruchac

Chronicle of America: American Revolution 			(Masoff)

Paul Revere’s Ride							Longfellow

Paul Revere (Troll Easy Biography)

*And Then What Happened, Paul Revere?		J973.3		Jean Fritz

*Six silver spoons    Revere -(I can read history)	J series	Lowrey

Winter At Valley Forge (BF)				J973.3		Knight	

Crispus Attucks: boy of valor			J921		Millender

Traitor: The Case of Benedict Arnold		J921		Jean Fritz	Rock/Ced

A More Perfect Union: The Story of the constitution (BF)		Maestro      Age 4-8

Shhh! We’re Signing The Constitution 		J347.30229	Fritz

*Will You Sign Here, John Hancock?  (Biog)	J921		Fritz

George Washington 					EJ921		D’Aulaire

*18 Penny Goose (Am. Rev) I can read		J series	Walker

George Washington’s Breakfast 			MJ		Fritz		Rock

*A Picture Book of George Washington 		J921		Adler

Boys and Girls of Colonial Days K - 3				Bailey

*If you Lived In Colonial Times			J973.2		McGovern

Abigail Adams: Girl of Colonial Days (CFA)	J921		Wagoner 	older

*George Washington’s Mother			EJ921		Fritz

The winter of red snow (Rev. 1777)			J		Gregory	on video

*Tolliver’s secret (girl on secret mission)				Wood-Brady 	gr 3-5

Fourth of July story (BF)		J Hol		J973.3		Dalgliesh

The journal of William Thomas Emerson (Rev.)	J		Denenberg	older

*George Washington’s Mother			EJ 921	Fritz

Aaron and the Green Mountain Boys		MJ		Gauch

Arrow over the door	(Quakers and Indians)	Bruckac	older

Ben and me						Cass 87	Lawson    Also vc 1897

Bill of Rights						J342.73	Stein		ILL

Daughter of revolution						Quackenbush

Deborah Sampson goes to War			J 921		Stevens	ILL

Drums at Saratoga					J Ban		Banim		ILL

*Journey to Monticello				J917.3		Knight

Katie’s Trunk						EJ		Turner

Phoebe the Spy							Griffin	older

Picture book of Patrick Henry			J BIO		Adler, David

World of Knowing (Gallaudet)					Bowen 	ILL

Yankee Doodle							Chalk

Daniel Boone								Daugherty



INDIANS AND SETTLERS, LEWIS AND CLARK, SACAGAWEA, GOLD RUSH, LOUISIANA PURCHASE

*More than moccasins (activities)			J973.0497	Carlson ILL

*How we crossed the West				EJ917.804	Schanzer	Rock

*The value of adventure (Sacagawea)		J970.1092 Sac Johnson

The song of Sacagawea				VC 2709

The back of beyond (L & C)						Bowen    ILL

Gold Fever						EJ979.4	McMorrow

*California Gold Rush				MJ		Chambers

Seaman: The dog who explored the west w L/C	J		Karwoski

*Great American Gold Rush				J979.4		Blumberg 

*Ox-cart Man (1-3), 1832, N.H.			EJ Caldec	Hall

*The cabin faced west (1780s PA)					Fritz

The incredible journey of Lewis and Clark		J917.8		Blumberg	Rock	

The trail of tears							Bruchac

*Exploring North America (Lewis and Clark, 34-39)		Morley

**If you traveled west in a covered wagon				Levine

Sacagawea								Skold

Lewis and Clark expedition						McGrath

Bill Clark, American explorer					Tousey

Life among the Indian fighters					Reger

Life during the Gold Rush						Sherrow

What’s the deal (LP)							Blumberg

Let’s go to the Lousiana Purchase					Wolfe

Life among the Great Plain Indians					Rice

*Trail of Apple Blossoms (Johnny Appleseed)			Hunt

*Treasures of the Medranos						Atkins

*The Cabin Faced West						Fritz

*Paddle to the Sea							Holling

*By Wagon and Flatboat						Meadowcraft

*The Buffalo Knife							Steele   4+

*Frontier living							Tunis	4+

*Indians								Tunis   4+

*Children of the covered wagon					Carr 3+

The journal of Wong Ming-Chung (Gold Rush 1852)	J	Yep		older

The journal of Augustus Pelletier (Lewis and Clark, 1804)	J	Lasky		older



INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 1818

*Keep the lights burning, Abbie (1-3), 1856, Maine	J387.1		Roop		Ced/Rock

*Rachel Field’s Hitty  (Doll- 1800 to CW)		MJ		Wells  	9-12 age

*Clipper Ship (1-3)  I can read history 1850		J series	Lewis

Thomas Edison (Troll Easy Bio.) 1870s

*James Watt								Champion

The man who transformed the world (Watt)				Crane		older

Lyddie								Patterson



THE WEST 1810 - 1914 

**If you traveled west in a covered wagon				Levine

**Rachel’s Journal							Moss 

**Long Way to a New Land (1-3), Sweden, 1868			Sandin   I can read history

*Westward Ho (activities)				J978		Carlson    	ILL

On the Way Home							Wilder

Children of the frontier (Picture the Amer. Past)			Whitman

*Daniel's Duck (1800 TN wood carving) I can read	J series	Bulla   	4-8 age

*Exploring North America (John Fremont, 38-43)			Morley 

*Frontier Fort on the Oregon Trail			J978.92	Steedman 

*Farmer Boy (4-6), New Eng. 1860s			J and EJ	Wilder 

*Josefina Story Quilt	(1-3) West, 1850 I can read	J series	Coerr 

*Children of the Covered Wagon					Carr

*Sarah, Plain and Tall (4-6) 1860, Kansas		J Newbery	MacLachlan

*Wagon Wheels (I can read)				EJ series	Brenner 

*For Ma and Pa: on the Oregon trail			J978		Hayes 			RA? 

*Trouble for Lucy					MJ		Stevens

*Caddie Woodlawn  					J Newbery	Brink 		vid, tape, bk

*Children of the Wild West (great photos)		J978		Freedman

*Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road		MJ		Chambers

*Prairie visions (photos)				J921 But	Conrad 

The Golly Sisters Go West 1800 I can read		J series	Byars

The Golly Sisters Ride Again 1800					Byars

Hooray for the Golly Sisters  1800 I can read	J series	Byars

The Orphan Train Set  1850s						Nixon	

Long Way Westward (1-3), 1868, traveling across US		Sandin

Across the wide and lonesome prairie (Oregon trail 1847) J	Gregory

The girl who chased away sorrow (Navajo relocation 1864) J	Turner 	9-12 age

Wait for me, watch for me				J		Beatty

Trouble river						J		Byars

By the great horn spoon				J		Fleishman

The patchwork quilt					EJ		Flourney

Rosie and the rustlers					EJ		Gerrard

Paul Bunyan						EJ		Kellogg

Pecos Bill						J398.2		Kellogg

If you say so, Claude					EJ		Nixon

Justin and the best biscuits in the world		J Walter	Walter

Dakato Dugout					EJ		Turner

Grasshopper Summer					J		Turner

Charlie drives the stage				EJ		Kimmel

Paintbox on the Frontier (paintings)			J759.13 Bin	Constant

Prairie songs						J		Conrad

Songs of the Wild West				784		Axelrod and Fox

Cowboys of the Wild West (great photos)		J978.02	Freedman

How the settlers lived				J978		Laycock

The Defenders					J920McG	McGovern

Hunter’s Stew and Hangtown fry			J641		Perl			Rock

Pioneer women: Voices from the Kansas frontier	978.1		Stratton

Log Cabin Home					MJ		Chambers

Texas Roundup					MJ		Chambers

Frontier Village					MJ		Chambers

Along the Santa Fe Trail (map)			J917.8		Wadsworth

Daily Life in a covered wagon (maps)		J978		Erickson

The way west						EJ917.804	Schlissel

Little Sure Shot (Annie Oakley)					Spinner   		Gr. 2-3

Laura Ingalls Wilder							Wallner

Nine for California							Levitin

Ghost town at Sundown						Osborne

Pioneer life from A to Z						Kalman

Hoofbeats of Danger							Hughes

Twister on Tuesday							Osborne

A child’s day								Kalman

The American West							Moss

Pioneer Boys								Hirst and Pait

Westward Ho!							Johnson

Ghost Towns								Stone

Missions								Stone

Kit - a right fine life							Glass

Message from the mountains						McCall

Children of the frontier (Picture the American Past)			Whitman









When Jessie came across the sea	Jewish immigrant EJ		Hest 		4-8 age

The Light and the Glory   (From CC to Geo. Wash.)			Marshall






