We followed my physics lesson plans this year, and this is what I learned, and really ended up doing. 


First, the quantity of time for each topic was what we ended up spending on it. I was REALLY surprised by that. 


Second, the Lego Dacta Kits worked out GREAT!! My boys, age 9 and 5yo, followed the teacher's directions and did 


the experiment as outlined. Then for the following 2-3 weeks they both continued to play around with the parts building 


levers or figuring out how a pulley configuration made the work easier or harder. It was wonderful to watch them play and 


learn with these. They were well worth it!! and I know that in 4 years we'll use them again and probable even sooner than 


that. I did insist that all parts went back into the correct Lego Dacta kit. 


Third; I did not utlize the Great Science Adventures book at all. The How Science Works Readers Digest book with the 


"How Things Work" book were sufficient. 


Regarding the "How Things Work" book, I often just laid it open for my 9yo, an avid reader, to read during afternoon 


free-reading time. (Wish we fit this into our schedule more often--next year:-)) He was thrilled to look at the photos, 


read the captions, and then narrate to me How a thing worked. I did not require that he write out these narrations. This 


freed me up to read to my 5yo. 


Fourth, we only used the Teaching Tank for one experiment. It was the one on convection currents and it worked 


VERY WELL. 


Fifth, We ended up spending one day reading the texts on our science topic and then another day doing experiments. 


On our reading day I would sometimes include a physics biography. DS did not want to define the words, but, oh well, 


he did it anyway. He also didn't like writing up the science experiment, but, oh well, he did it anyway. I used my science 


form which you'll find on Sandi's site (http://www.geocities.com/sandygritz/Science.html --See Carole's Science 


Experiment Form for grammar stage Chemistry and Physics *). 


Sixth, while we did use Janice VanCleave's Physics for Every Kid book, I could have gone without it. 


Where did I find the resources (books) -- How Things Work was online from half.com. You can find this one at many 


bookstores. How Science Works was from Amazon.com. The biography books were from local Used Book Stores. 


The one on my shelf is called 'Breakthroughs in Science' and features short stories about numerous scientists. The kids 


love hearing tidbits about famous scientists lives. I have only found books like these at used book stores although I 


imagine if I searched hard enough I might find it at amazon. 


The one sanfu in our science this year is that we had added stress in our home life. After a year of getting the house 


ready to be sold (it was a fixer-upper), working around DH being at the new city, house-hunting with all kids in toe, 


we are moving (YEA!) at the end of May. We stopped doing science after the section on SOUND. I'm planning on 


continuing after the move. I picked up electrode supplies from home training tools: 


http://www.httstore.com/store/departments.asp


I'm waiting for DH to work through the electrical unit with dc. 








*kits available at:


http://www.lego.com/dacta/products/engineering.asp --see machines link in the left nav menu


and


http://www.pldstore.com/pitsco2_30/catalog.cfm?dest=dir&linkid=110&linkon=subsection








*Added by Sandy
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