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Reading Task Assignment

Wong Yuen Hei, Sandy


DEP5102A SCT English

Instructor: Paul Sze
March 12, 2002

Takeaway Lunch

Text One: Sam was very bored at home. He wanted to play with David, so he phoned him and asked if he could go to his house. Here is the conversation between Sam and David on the phone.

David: Hello.

Sam: Hello. May I speak with David, please?

David: Yes, speaking.

Sam: Hi, David. May I visit you and play with you? I feel very bored here.
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David: Great! That’s a very good idea…by the way, could you buy me and my sister some food from Pizza World? We haven’t had our lunch yet. 

Sam: Okay. What kind of food do you want for lunch? 

David: I want to have garlic bread, mini pizza and a can of coke. 

Sam: Garlic bread, mini pizza and a can of coke…alright. 
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David: My sister likes chicken very much, you could buy her any sort of food made of chicken. She doesn’t like cold drink, could you buy her a hot one?

Sam: Alright. I’ll see if there is anything that suits her.

David: Thank you, Sam. 

Sam: You’re welcome. See you later then.

David: Goodbye.

Sam: Goodbye.

Text Two: Here is the leaflet of Pizza World. Look at the information on the leaflet carefully and complete the reading tasks below.

	
	Pizza World

Lunch Menu
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	Set A
	Set B
	Set C

	1. Super supreme mini pizza.
	 1. Chicken spaghetti in tomato sauce
	1.  Chicken rice in curry sauce.

	
2.  Mixed fruit salad.
	 2.  Garlic bread.
	2.  Apple pie.

	3.  Cold/ Hot drink.
	 3.  Cold/ Hot drink.
	 3.  Cold/ Hot drink.


Activity One: Here is the takeaway order form of Pizza World. Fill in the form for Sam by putting a tick in appropriate boxes.

	Pizza World

Takeaway Order Form

	Lunch Sets

	A
	B
	C

	
	
	

	Drinks

	Coke
	Apple juice
	Orange juice
	Ice tea
	Hot chocolate

	
	
	
	
	


Activity Two: Crossword Puzzle. Look at the hints on the left and fill in the empty boxes on the right with appropriate words.

Vertical:
	1
	
	
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	b
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	

	c
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	e
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1. A type of round fruit with a reddish-yellow coloured skin. (plural)

2. A plate-shaped piece of bread dough or pastry baked with a mixture of cheese, tomatoes, etc. on top.

3. An often round pastry case filled with meat or fruit, baked usually in a deep dish.

4. A young hen.

5. Tea that is made very cold by the use of ice. It usually serves with lemon.

6. A mixture of foods, often vegetables, and is served cold. Sometimes, other foods are added as the main dish at a meal.

Horizontal:

a.  A hard round fruit with white juicy flesh.

b.  A common food made of baked flour.

c. An Italian food made of flour paste in long strings.

d. A kind of sweet drink/ A solid sweet, usually brown in colour. 

e. A usually light meal one taken in the middle of the day.

Teacher’s Note

The Content of the Reading Task

1. The Texts

The reading task consists of two texts. The texts are set around a situation that the main character, Sam, wanted to visit David in the afternoon and so phoned him and asked if he could go to David’s house. In the phone call, David asked Sam to buy him and his sister some food from Pizza World. The transcript of the conversation in a phone call between Sam and David is shown in the first text, while the second text is a lunch menu of Pizza World, which includes three sets of lunch available for taking away. 

2. The Tasks

The first task contains an order form of Pizza World. Students have to complete the form according to David’s and his sister’s desires, as well as the combinations of food available in Pizza World. The second task is a crossword puzzle. Students have to fill in the empty boxes with specific words that have the meanings stated in the ‘hints’ column. All words used in the puzzle are those that can be found in the two texts.

Reading Skills

Task One:

Skimming—students have to read the menu quickly to grasp the main idea (combination of food available).

Scanning—students have to read the transcript quickly to find what kinds of food David and his sister wanted.

 Information transfer—students have to transfer the information from the two texts into another form of related text (order form). 

Task Two

Scanning—students have to read the transcript and the menu quickly to find the words that are described in the ‘hints’ column.

 Contextual guessing—students have to guess the meaning of words by looking at the pictures and the situation set by the two texts.

Target Language Item

Vocabulary of food: apple pie, coke, curry sauce, garlic bread, hot chocolate, ice tea, mini pizza, mixed fruit salad, orange juice, pastry, spaghetti, tomato sauce, etc.

Pre-reading Activity

1. Ask students what kind of food they like for lunch/ dinner.

2. Ask students if they like pizza.

3. Ask students whether they have been to Pizza Hut for lunch/ dinner.

4. Show students a leaflet of Pizza Hut. 

5. Introduce some new words about the kinds of food that are available in Pizza Hut.

6. Ask students if they know that they can have takeaway meals form Pizza Hut. If yes, ask them in details about the way that they get their takeaway meals.

Self-Reflection on Reading Task Preparation

I think that I have really learnt a lot from preparing the reading task. When I got started to think of what I should include in the assignment, I asked myself, ‘What would I like to work on if I was just a primary school student?’ Then I got the answer immediately: An assignment which has an attractive topic and is interesting to work on. In order to make it more attractive, I chose ‘having pizza for lunch’ as the topic of the reading task, as children likes pizza very much and are familiar with how a pizza shop looks like and how it runs its business. After that, I moved on to the content of the task. I tried to make my activities as interesting and less word-demanding as possible, as I thought that children are already very bored at the traditional way of doing comprehension—copying words by words from the texts without really knowing what they are doing. Therefore, I used the order form and crossword puzzle to check students’ understanding of the texts instead. It is only through this process of thinking that makes me learn that we teachers, when looking for exercises and activities for our students, should make our choices by considering students’ feelings and thinking in their points of view.  Otherwise, we will just be adding to them unnecessary workloads without helping them build up their knowledge in English. I hope that I will not forget this experience and put this thought into real practice in the future!
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