Ger. composer and pianist who radically transformed every mus. form in which he worked.

Like all supreme artists, this is not for his prodigious technical gifts alone, but for the depth of human experience and emotion that his music explores and the universality of its message. Beethoven's struggles with his own fate and deafness are embodied in music that fearlessly continued to evolve throughout his life. His continued searching for deeper musical, philosophical and emotional truths brings to mind artists such as Shakespeare and Michelangelo.

He was a major musical figure in the transitional period between the Classical and Romantic eras.

as he listened to the rumblings of the world around him and to the music within him, Beethoven became first to break out of the classical mold that shaped the music of Haydn and Mozart. 

He held on to the sonata form perfected by Haydn, enriching it even as he broke loose from its strictures. He wrote grand introductions and expanded both development and coda sections. He eliminated needless repetition and ornamentation and amplified thematic variations, his accelerated tempi transforming minuet into scherzo.

By giving full rein to expressivity in music, he imbued form with the substance of human emotion, and singlehandedly sparked the revolution that blazed the trail for the early Romantics (e.g., Schubert, Mendelssohn, Schumann

and that Beethoven, the revolutionary, is also thought by many to be music's first Romantic.
