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What’s News!
Chris Rayman
DC’s latest disappearing trick


David Copperfield's props and personal belongings vanished, courtesy of the Russian Mob, after his Dec. 12 performance in Moscow.  He had to hire the IGI security agency that is staffed with former CIA and FBI agents who then hired an ex-KGB who negotiated a deal where Copperfield had to pay $250, 000 to get his equipment back.  A story in Time on Jan. 24 put the amount at $500,000.

Douglas James Henning Died

“The Art of a Magician is to Create a Wonder. If we live with a sense of wonder, our lives become filled with Joy.”  Doug Henning

 (5/3/1947-2/7/2000) 

Henning’s The Magic Show, which opened on Broadway in 1974 triggered a renewed interest in the art of magic.  His highly rated network TV specials became a springboard to the current trend of prime time television specials.  In 1987 he retired from magic to study transcendental meditation with Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and has spent the past few years raising money for the creation of, Veda Land, a transcendental meditation theme park in Niagara Falls, Ontario.
More Secrets Revealed

Secrets of Street Magicians Finally Revealed aired on 2/23 and only received a 7.2 rating and an 11 share for its time slot compared to the Grammy Awards which won the night with a 19.8 rating and a 29 share.  Immediately following the airing, several of our members discussed the show and its impact in our very own Assembly #8 chat room.  Rumor has it that New York area mentalist Gerry McCambridge was the man behind the mask.  However, some believe he confessed simply for the publicity.

Gene Devoe created the logo you see on the left.  If you know the year or more info about it, let me know.(
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After reading the following article submitted by Joe Hardin I decided to make it this month’s rant.  It speaks directly to my rant last month and echoes my own ongoing question of, “What value is it to me personally to belong to this club?”  Next month, Knowing your place in the Magic Food Chain.  Remember, if you can’t say something nice about someone at a meeting, come sit next to me.  CR

A View from One of the Raccoons

by Joe Hardin

Do you ever wonder if belonging to a magic club has any real value? Any doubts fly through your magically inclined mind as you write out those membership dues checks? It's over $100 a year if you belong to both the major organizations at the local and national level. Do you view the money you are spending primarily as a magazine subscription or is it something more? I guess I'm in a reflective mood as I sit hear wondering if I want to remain a 'Raccoon' or not. 

You remember the Raccoon analogy I hope. Compeer Steve Corbitt wrote a piece a year or so ago analyzing his involvement in the world of the official magic fraternities and he used the literary devise of describing the magic world in terms of being a member in good standing with a group of fellow Raccoons. I've never forgotten the article and I have proudly described myself as being a Raccoon ever since. 

However, the question of remaining a loyal Raccoon came to mind again recently as I tried to sort out the various issues currently confronting the two clubs at the local level and my involvement with the SAM at the national level. To be direct, the local IBM board recently decided to pull out of the Midwest Magic Auction; withdraw involvement with the St. Louis Magic Heritage Award; and decided that they had no interest in establishing a formal set of operating rules for the Midwest Magic Jubilee. This has led to some serious discussions of principle within both clubs. I'm also involved with the SAM at a National level and that isn't always a bed of roses either.

So, just as Steve was evaluating his involvement with the Raccoons, I'm in the process of evaluating my own. Since I currently serve as a board member of the SAM and member of the IBM, I thought I should share my thoughts with the membership and see how my fellow Raccoons are faring. 

I guess I see my fellow Raccoons falling into several different groupings. All of which at one time or the other I too reside. Most of us are pretty content with having some place to go every couple of weeks or once a month and whatever happens at a meeting is great with us. We are easy to please and appreciate the socializing opportunity. If something involving magic happens at the meeting, so much the better. If asked we might be willing to perform a trick but usually we just want to come and hang out. We include all levels of magicians from beginners to seasoned pros.

Some of us Raccoons are more demanding. By golly the head Raccoon had better come up with something every meeting that really peaks our interest or we're not leaving the den. Some cookies or goodies sometime serve as enough bait to lure us out but don't expect us to get too involved, we're old time Raccoons and we've seen it all before. We never volunteer to help the head Raccoon but we're the first to demand improvements in the den. It never occurs to us that we could improve things by getting involved. And by the way, don't raise the dues, charge more than 1950's prices for a banquet or expect me to be for anything that requires me to do anything.

The last group of Raccoons are the leaders of the pack. These are the 'Alpha' members. 

If you happen to be an 'Alpha' type Raccoon, you know, someone who wants to lead the pack, you risk being labeled as a member of 'the clique' by some of the Raccoons or too controlling by others. It's always tough at the top. Thankfully there are always a few Raccoons willing to take on the leadership role. Did you ever stop and consider what it takes to publish the newsletter; or how much work it takes to fill in the meeting dates with interesting material or the time and effort put in by the folks that organize the shows or come up with fundraising ideas? 

I guess the ultimate point I'm trying to get to is I believe we all get back from these clubs something on a par with how much we give. Sometimes more and sometimes less, but at the best you have fun, improve your magic skills and enjoy being a practitioner of the magical arts. 

Do we all have the same level of need with respect to club functions and meeting material? Obviously we do not. Is it necessary for every event sponsored by each organization to be endorsed by everyone? I don't believe it should be. Not everyone is going to want to work for nothing to put on a show or work a fundraiser like the auction or the Haunted Hayloft. I do believe, however, that if events are being conducted and have the support of the membership and they are successful by some demonstrable way, then they deserve to be continued. I also believe that when you are involved in working an event for the clubs, the Auction, the Jubilee, a show, you deserve to be recognized and acknowledged as a contributing Raccoon in good standing. 

I really don't think the IBM Board started out to have a 'coon' hunt at their meeting. I hope they reconsider their actions and see where the membership stands before withdrawing their involvement in existing events and with respect to the Jubilee, try to find a way to add the needed structure where none exists. If their current actions stand, it makes any kind of planning, whether it be running the Auction or attempting to follow the direction of the Jubilee very difficult.

We have few enough Raccoons as it is. Let's not go out of our way to swerve off the road in an attempt to wipe out a few more. 

As for me, I think I'm going to stay pretty close to my den for now.(

Websiteings

Totally Free Internet Access

www.worldspy.com

David Copperfield’s Official Site

www.dcopperfield.com

All Magic Guide

www.allmagic.com

Entertainment Energy

John Apperson

A few days ago I had the pleasure of attending a performance by Steve Davis. Most of you know Steve is a member of Assembly 8 and earns his living as an Elvis Impersonator. The reason I bring this up is first to say that Steve puts on a wonderful show that is full of energy. From the moment he appears to the moment he walks off stage you are entertained. The energy in his performance is magnetic. Everyone has a good time. Now I could go on about this show but that is not the purpose of my mumbling.


I was thinking about this show and thinking about what it is that we magicians do. The name of our game is magic. This is good, fun, interesting and a great icebreaker for almost anything from sales to meeting most anyone. However if you are putting on a show and taking someone’s money for entertainment you better be entertaining them. We have all observed the magician that does the most wonderful slights and illusions but he get boring quickly. He just goes through the motions of doing tricks.

The object is to entertain. How we do that is by using the art of magic. In reflection I think of Gene DeVoe. Most of you will recall Gene as a wonderful entertainer. I watched him many times. He would come to a meeting, be tired or in one of his moods but when he walked to the front of the room to do a trick he would go into his entertainment mode. He would gather energy. It was magnetic. You could see him turn on. Gene apparently worked on this and was good at it.

All of us should prepare to first entertain. How we do that is with the aid of magic. The tricks should be secondary the performance first. Your show must have energy. This goes for every time you perform. Not only when you are doing a full show but also when someone says “Hey how about doing a

Continues on page 4 


Entertainment Energy

Continued from page 3

trick?” Each time you do a trick you are on stage and are selling yourself and magic. These single tricks can mean getting a paying job. So if you do a trick be prepared to turn on, gather some energy.

Watch other performers, be they magicians or whatever and you will notice the ones you enjoy the most are the ones with the most energy. It’s something we all have to become aware of and figure how to put it into our performance. Remember when you start to perform gather some energy. With some thought and practice toward this goal you can improve your performance and subsequently your number of shows.(
A Letterman Top Ten List

Top 10 middle-of-the-night messages Siegfried leaves on Roy's answering machine: 

10. "Don't forget, tomorrow's the day we bleach the tigers." 

9. "Hi Siegfried, it's Roy -- or wait, am I Siegfried? Either way, call me." 

8. "I was just watching a documentary about tigers and it sorta made me think of you." 

7. "I'm still combing your damn sequins out of my hair." 

6. "Want to go to Hooters and pretend to look at chicks?" 

5. "Come quick ... Crazed Bengal ... Losing blood. ..." 

4. "Don't kid yourself -- I can always find another sexually-ambiguous, freaky looking, German magician/animal trainer." 

3. "I just had a terrible realization -- we're ridiculous." 

2. "Got any shaving cream? I'm doing my chest and I ran out." 

1. "Dr. Carlson says it's time for our yearly face-tightening."(
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Presidential Ramblings


Tony Loving


February was a good month for Assembly #8.  Our first meeting in Feb featured a rare occurrence; Chris Rayman did some magic at a meeting.  Chris shared a really neat little Three Card Monte’ effect using stripper cards.  Then he showed us the handling, but for some reason he never showed us the third card.  It must have been a mental block.  Then Steve Corbitt demonstrated a really sweet card effect.  We would like to see this happen more often, just a couple of quick effects to get everyone thinking.


Next came our own version “Who Wants to be a Magicianaire?”  Chris Rayman played Regis and Tony Loving was the judge to make sure everything was fair.  It was a magic trivia game based on the format of the TV show with a similar name.  The first contestant was Joe Thomas he answered the first five questions correctly but didn’t get the sixth, but still he went 


Continued on page 3


away with one of those new dollar coins.  Next up was El Dogo, who made it past the first level but got no further, he also got a new dollar coin.  Last up was Roger Linden.  Since Roger is a big magic history buff I really thought he would make it all the way, however Roger got to the final question and guessed wrong.  Do you know the answer?  “Irene Larsen had a magic show on television during the fifties.  On this show she had a small assistant, what was the assistant’s stage name?”  Was it A) Bobby  B) Elfie  C) Miltie  D) Boko  Like I said, it is tough.  Roger got two new dollar coins for getting that far.  It was a fun evening and we all learned some magic history in the process.


Our second meeting was dedicated to initiating our new members.  Assembly #8 is one of the very few assemblies that still performs the complete initiation ceremony.  It is a solemn event that instills in the initiates the importance of secrecy and dedication to the art of magic.  Five new members were initiated that evening, Joe Thomas, Josh McVicar, Eric Bausworth, Mike Sheehan, and Bruce Dyvig.  If you have never attended an initiation before, you need to come and watch.  It helps you understand the history of the S.A.M.  Our thanks to Larry Minth and our VP Paul Rygelski for working hard to put this together.


We have a lot on our plate for the next couple months.  The auction, the children’s symphony show, Danny Archer’s lecture, and a 50/50 show for the fire department.  Keep watching the SAM a GRAM for details or make sure to visit our outstanding web site.  Thanks to Chris Rayman, our editor, who worked very hard to get us on-line.  Kudos.(
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Upcoming Events


March 17 & 18, 2000


Kirkwood Community Center


Midwest Magic Auction


The auction and the “Night Before Party” is back for it’s 4th great year. For more information call Joe Hardin, 618-281-8237.


March 18, 2000


Parkway Baptist 


Andre Kole Show


Call 314-434-2310 for more info


April 7, 8, 9, 2000


Fox Theater, St. Louis


The Magic of David Copperfield





Saturday, May 6, 2000


Elks Lodge, Pekin, IL


Central Illinois Magic Get-Together


For more information, contact David Taylor at (309) 346-7136 or dmagictaylor@hotmail.com. 


June 21-24, 2000


Milwaukee, WI


SAM National Convention 2000


Already over 400 registrations are in.  Don’t wait!  For more information call John Apperson.  618-451-9749


Every Saturday


1:00 PM, Garavelli’s Cafeteria – Watson Rd.


St. Louis Magic Roundtable


Good Food, Good Friends, Good Fun. For more information call Harly Day, 314-822-7066. 


If you have not paid your dues, this will be your last Sam-a-Gram.  Contact Dick Blowers immediately at 314-846-5659, or rmblowers@aol.com
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This Month’s SAM Events


March 17 & 18, 2000


Kirkwood Community Center


Midwest Magic Auction


For more info or to volunteer, call Joe Hardin, 618-281-8237


March 9, 2000,


SAM Meeting, Card Magic Night


Hosted by Chris Rayman


March 23, 2000


SAM Meeting, Coin Magic Night


Hosted by Steve Corbitt


Regular meetings are at 8:00 PM, the 2nd & 4th Thurs. of each month at the St. Louis Adult Activity Center, corner of Sublette & Arsenal.  For more info on all these events, check the SAM website.  www.geocities.com/samstl2000
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