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St. Louis’ very own Jonathan Levit and Ricky Jay stared on the January 16th episode of the X-Files.  Jonathan did a great job playing the seedy, low life con artist.  Jonathon demonstrated quite a bit of his magic skills as well.  In a conversation with Harry Monti, Ricky Jay was very complementary of Jonathon’s skills, and said that he really enjoyed working with him.

James Randi on The View 

Several so-called psychics, including Uri Geller, have appeared on the daytime show, The View.  Recently James Randi was on the show to de-bunk them.  After showing a clip of each psychic, Randi explained the questions were so vague, that they could apply to almost everyone.  One psychic had Fed-exed a prediction to the show.  Randi did not reveal the method but said it was a very simple magic trick.  However, one of the show’s hosts, Starr Jones, said she received an email from a viewer exposing the entire method.  She explained he had, “a piece of lead under his nail, and wrote the number down after she said her number out loud.

George Carl Passed Away
George Carl, the legendary pantomime artist, died on Saturday Jan. 1 at the age of 83. Carl appeared on the Ed Sullivan show and the Tonight Show many times -- always bringing down the house.  Carl can be seen performing segments from his show in the 1995 movie Funny Bones, which starred Jerry Lewis and was also the last time he performed professionally.

The movie, Eternally Yours (1939) stars David Niven as a magician.  St. Louis legand Paul LePaul and Fred Keating appeared in the movie.  It was shown on Jan. 26 at 4 am ET on A&E-TV.(
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By Chris Rayman

Why is it that a select few of our members have to work so hard and give so much of themselves in order to keep this club alive?  When was the last time the vast majority of this club's membership got fired up about something, about anything?  That wasn't a rhetorical question people, I'm really asking   Is that your final answer?  If your answer was, "The Masked Magician Specials", then you've just won a million dollars.  I've never seen such a call to action in this club.  People wanted to right letters, boycott products, to picket the television station airing the specials, to just plain get involved. It was discussed and debated at almost every gathering for months.  Wouldn't it be wonderful if that energy and passion could be directed toward club activities in general?

So what was it about this event that inspired us.  Simple really, CONFLICT (and by extension, Controversy).  These specials presented us with a conflict of interest. The first thing I was taught as an actor is that the essence of drama is conflict.  Every movie, television show, or novel is based on conflict (and hopefully its resolution).  It is this conflict, and watching the characters deal with and try to resolve it, that keeps our interest and our attention.  If the characters on our favorite TV show always agreed with one another or never had any problems to solve, they would soon find themselves with nothing to do but sit on the couch and talk about the weather.  Conflict creates interesting dialog and causes the characters to take action to attempt to resolve the conflict.

And with that said you now know the point of this column.  My monthly diatribe will endeavor to serve as slight thorn in your side in an attempt to get our membership to discuss varies issues and to take some action (at this point in our club any action would be welcome).  I plan to talk about issues concerning club events, performances, the theories of magic, and the state of magic in the world today.  In other words anything and everything dealing with magic that can be controversial will be fare game.

This however is not intended to be a one way soap box for me to ramble on endlessly (that's what my shows are for).  It is designed to get you involved, to make you write letters to or articles for this publication.  This is your publication folks, take advantage of the opportunity to be heard and to help make this organization the vibrant, interesting, fun gathering of magicians that it used to be.  St. Louis has always been blessed with a great deal a magical talents, and knowledge.  As a member of this club you are entitled to take from this vast database of experience, but you must also give back to it as well.  Through your participation or lack of participation, each and every one of you are responsible for what it is today.  You are also responsible for what it will be tomorrow.  It is exactly what YOU make it.  So get involved!  Being a player in the game is infinitely more fun than just sitting on the bench. 

But that’s just my opinion, I could be wrong.

Let me know what YOU think!(

Tech Tips

Midwest Magic Auction Website

geocities.com/midwestmagicauction

Free Long Distance calls thru Internet

Dialpad.com

Steve Corbitt’s Website

Memberpages.charter.net/scorbitt

Joe Scott Named Dean of Magicians

Time for a New Dean?

Harly Day, 

Assembly #8 Historian

Before Joe Scott, the unofficial Dean was Will Lindhorst. I say unofficial, as he was self-appointed to the title. (No one, at that time, objected to the title.) Will Lindhorst died in 1954.  St. Louis was without a "Dean" of Magicians from 1954 - 1973 (19 years). Then, Joe Scott was voted to hold the title of Dean.  He held this title for 18 years, until his death in 1991. 1991 - 2000 9 years... It's time for a new Dean of Magicians.

The dictionary defined Dean as:

a) the senior member of a particular group 

b) an experienced and preeminent member of a group
We all know that Jay Marshall is, and has been for several years, the Dean of the Society of American Magicians. When asked if he would be the Dean of the S.A.M. Jay asked, "What are the duties?”   When he was told "None," he accepted. Yes, it's an honorary position.

Do we need a "Dean of St. Louis Magicians"? No. As a traditionalist, I'm all for it. There are those who agree and some who feel it doesn't matter.  LET'S HONOR ONE OF OUR SENIOR MEMBERS.

WHO DO YOU THINK SHOULD HOLD THE TITLE?

You decide. (Must be of senior status and experienced in Magic).  Let me know via Phone (314) 822-7066, E-mail: h656@aol.com or slow mail, 656 E. Adams, St. Louis, MO 63122.

All the names received will be in the next Sam-A-Gram for you to look over and then we can bring it to a vote.(

Misc. News

Midwest Magic Auction continues without the IBM

After 3 successful years of co-sponsoring the auction, the IBM has decided not to be part of this year’s event.  What does this mean to the auction.  Nothing really, with the exception of where the money goes.  The current funds (profits) of approximately $2,000 in the auction account will be divided equally between the two clubs.  This year’s auction is a SAM event.  As with many of our club events the IBM is both welcome and encouraged to participate.  The other difference is that money from the sales of items donated for the endowment fund will now go to the SAM only.  Last year the auction raised about $1800.00 which was split between the IBM and SAM endowment funds.  We need the help of all our members to make this a fun and profitable event.  Call Joe Hardin to find out how you can help.

Chris Korn Back in Town to Visit

It was great to see Chris back in town for a while.  Although he’s been in town since Christmas, he has been hoping around the eastern half of the States doing lots of shows.  He is now based out of Phoenix, but spends a great deal of time performing in the Los Angeles area.

2002 by 2002

New members are vital to the survival of any organization.  They provide us with a chance to see new magic, share our knowledge, and to renew our own enthusiasm for the art by seeing it through their novice eyes.  The National Council has put out a manual on Membership Enhancement, edited by Harry and Trudy Monti.  It is packed with ideas for increasing membership and strengthening Assemble activities.  In the coming months you’ll be hearing more about this.  For now, all of us should get actively involved in finding new members.(

Society of American Magicians

St. Louis Assembly #8

1721 Shadow Ridge Apt. B

Belleville, IL 62221



ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED







.


.


.


Sam-A-Gram





Presidential Ramblings


Tony Loving


Our first meeting of the new millennium went well.  We had a lot of people attend the meeting to learn about Utility Items.  While some people brought faucets and light bulbs, we did have some interesting magic demonstrated.  Paul Rygelski had a nifty little switching item that came from the mind of Ali Bongo.  Steve Davis showed us a nice looking devil’s hank.  And John Apperson searched his vast warehouse to display, with the help of Harry Monti, some old and rare utility items.  It was a fun and it looks like we will have more good times to come


Andre Kole is coming to St. Louis.  If you have never seen Andre’s magic you need to go.  Just remember that the show is being sponsored by church groups and at times gets preachy.  But the illusions he presents are well worth it.





Continues on page 3


Assembly 8 will be putting on the 4th annual Midwest Magic Auction.  It will take place on March 17th and 18th.  We will have a night before show with special guests and we are trying to bring in some celebrities for the auction goers to hob nob with.  In the past we have seen Kirby Van Burch, St. Louis’ own John Mendosa, Danny Fleshman and Jim Buffaloe, Jay Marshal, and own national president Harry Monti.  This year we are working on bringing in some very special guests.  Rumors abound about who will be there, but I can guarantee that who ever shows up will find the auction to be lots of fun.  We need volunteers to help with the auction.  If you want to work the auction this year, contact committee chairman Joe Hardin, stage auction manager John Apperson or silent auction manager Randy Kalin.  It’s a lot of work but it is the most fun I have had while working.  Plus all workers will probably get the coveted Auction Caps, which make nice souvenirs and are a great place for autographs.  We also have a great looking web site that was put together by our new SAM a GRAM editor, Chris Rayman


Lastly, we will be having an initiation of new members in February.  Assembly 8 is one of the very few assemblies that still perform the full initiation ceremony.  If you have never seen the initiation ceremony then you should come to see it.  If you haven’t been initiated yet, you will probably be contacted to be initiated.  The chairman for this year’s initiation is Larry Minth and I’m sure he would appreciate any help you can give to make this initiation memorable for our new compeers.





Be safe.(
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Upcoming Events


February 3-5, 2000


Columbus, OH


Magic-Fest


Always a great convention.  For more information call 614-299-8995.


March 17 & 18, 2000


Kirkwood Community Center


Midwest Magic Auction


The auction and the “Night Before Party” is back for it’s 4th great year. For more information call Joe Hardin, 618-281-8237.


March 16, 17 & 19, 2000


Time & Location-TBA


Andre Cole Show


Watch next month’s listing for more information.


June 21-24, 2000


Milwaukee, WI


SAM National Convention 2000


Already over 400 registrations are in.  Don’t wait!  For more information call John Apperson.  618-451-9749


Every Saturday


1:00 PM, Garavelli’s Cafeteria – Watson Rd.


St. Louis Magic Roundtable


Good Food, Good Friends, Good Fun. For more information call Harly Day, 314-822-7066. 


February 24, 2000


8:00 PM, Adult Activity Center


New Member Initiation Ceremony


If you are a member who has never been initiated or to take part in the ceremony, please contact Larry Minth. 
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This Month’s Events


Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2000 – 7:30 PM


Kirkwood Community Center


Dan Harlan Lecture


Free to SAM members, this is a lecture not to be missed.


February 10, 2000,


SAM Meeting, Trivia Night


Fun & prizes, it’s our own version of, Who wants to be a Millionaire.


February 24, 2000


SAM Meeting, Initiation Night


Regular Meetings are at 8:00 PM, the 2nd & 4th Thursday of every month at the St. Louis Adult Activity Center, located on the Corner of Sublette & Arsenal


For more information on all these events, check the SAM website.  www.geocities.com/samstl2000

















Corbitt’s Corner


Thanks to the efforts of Chris "Goldenboy" Rayman, I’m back in print. Right off the bat I want to apologize. Chris and I have two very different thoughts on what this column should be. I wanted avant garde artistic integrity, on the edge style. I wanted to forge into the untested waters of experimental literary design. Chris keeps on muttering about the audience being able to comprehend, having a point, and clear, concise, logical progressions. I’ve never seen any of this in his show, but apparently he wants it in the newsletter. 


We reached a compromise. He won’t send my wife the pictures, and I’ll just write one liners.  So here it goes.  Please, feedback is always welcome, and if you have a line or thought or tips you’d like to see here, get it to me.





I’m not saying his show dragged, but after two hours of watching it, I found out he was doing a twenty minute spot.





My wife and I were happy for twenty years. Then we met each other.





I was a single young magician. I’d open my wallet. Wave my hand, and money would appear. Now I’m married with children. I open my wallet, and hands appear.





Some famous quotes


"I drank what?" Socrates


"I’d never join any organization that would have me as a member" Groucho Marx 


"Hey!, If that guy isn’t Steve Corbitt he’s stealing my act!" Chris Rayman


Some misc.


after twenty years of three packs of camels a day, he had to walker a mile for a camel


He started smoking those natural clove cigarettes. It cut down on the tar and nicotine, but now he keeps trying to ram his head into a ham. His friend John Apperson has bruises all over.


It took forever to get our meal. By the time we were seved the veal special, it was roast beef.


The wine had so much time to breathe it had started to hyperventilate.


I’ve got to lose some weight. The last time I went to the zoo, the keepers tried to coax me into a cage with a handful of peanuts.


Istead of introducing me as the other half my wife introduces me as the other three quarters.


I’ve always believed that there are two types of people. Which is probably why I lost my job at the blood bank.


My daughter always liked the strong silent type. She married a sweaty street mime.


I’m not saying that our relationship has cooled, but I’ve started calling our waterbed the arctic sea.


I did pretty good this christmas. My family always gets presents that match the personality of the person they’re giving to. I got three potted plants and four hams. 


The doctor pronounced him brain dead. Fortunately he was a magician and it had no effect on his career.


My sister had seven children. If Disney had named these kids, they would have been Creepy, Sleazy, Crummy, Floozy, Dumpy, Stoned, and Drunk.


I read about it every day. Violence, crime, death, plagues. It’s enough to make me stop my subscription to TV guide.


I’m gettin old. I’ve gotten to the point where a hot bath sounds better than a hot date.


it’s terrible. I feel like I’ve went from hot dates to warm prunes almost overnight.


I’ve grown hair all over my back and my whole body is starting to sag. My wife has started telling the neighbors that I’m her new shapei.


Talk about a rough nurse. I’m still not sure whether she was giving me a sponge bath or trying to collect my pelt.


St Patrick Day. The day we take the streets away from the drug dealers and give them back to the drunks


March 6th is the anniversary of the fall of the Alamo. If’ I’d been there the battle cry would have been "remember the back door!".


March 7th is the beginning of national procrastination week. The festivities are scheduled to begin sometime in July.


On March 10th, 1862, the first paper money was issued in the united states. Of course then it was worth the paper it was printed on.


March 11 is the birthdate of Lawrence Welk. It’s reported that while he was being born , the doctor told his mother "Now push, a one a an a two a.


On March 12 the Girl Scouts of America was founded. Probably by a cookie company that couldn’t sell it’s product.


March 13 Sir William Herschel discovered the planet Uranus. At first his discovery was ignored. Due to the fact he kept running around shouting. "I see Uranus" this caused him several blackeyes.


March 16th is the Anniversary of the first black newspaper. It might not have succeeded if the publisher hadn’t changed the black ink black paper format.


March is national Talk to your teen about Sex month. Gladly, I need all the advice I can get.


I was impressed when he told me he made 100 million dollars a year. Then I found out he workd at the Denver Mint.


I understand the air quality in Los Angles is getting worse. Instead of good air/bad air days, they’re having bad air/combustable air days.


They call them candid photos because they prove that someone CAN an DID make you look like a moron.


My photographer had such a large flash we had to pay for a photo and a tanning session.


Thank god for taxes. It keeps those homeless people where they belong.














Rayman’s Rants
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