Terrorism of Sangh Parivar

by Mr. Sam Paul

A Terrorist Ideology

Today’s world is plagued by terrorism.  All over the world the terrorist organizations have ideologies making their followers believe in forsaking their existing value systems to join in a campaign of terror.  Varieties of reasons for terror are given that convince many youth to immediately respond to their call, while many adults contribute their resources of time and wealth.  Almost all of them begin with a small agenda and as more and more well-to-do people are won over into their ideology the momentum picks up until it becomes a giant monstrosity that cannot be easily controlled.

Rivers of blood do not flow overnight.  The terrorist attack on the World Trade Center twin towers in America could not have been a plan that was thought about on the 10th of September.  Those that carried out this attack probably could not have imagined that they would be the ones to execute this large-scale attack.

Whatever the size or membership of a terrorist ideology, there is no doubt that it should be quickly eliminated before it runs out of control.  Tomorrow may be too late.  In today’s global village it does not matter where the home base of terror is located or where the center of operation of a certain group is positioned.  Any group is capable of creating terror in almost in any part of the world at any time.

India has made it clear that it does not support terrorism of any kind.  The Government of India is successfully giving positive statements that terrorism will not be tolerated and that India will ally with the American global war on terrorism.  Mr. Jaswant Singh, the Indian Minister for Foreign Affairs, had been successful in getting America’s Gen. Colin Powell and Mr Donald Rumsfeld to declare the attacks in Jammu and Kashmir as terrorist attacks to be dealt with quickly and severely.  Good job, Mr. Singh.

But what about the groups that have been openly declaring terror and hate campaigns in India for the last three or four years?  The minister for I.T. and Communications goes on record saying there is no evidence about the Bajrang Dal.  The Home Minister Mr. L.K. Advani agrees wholeheartedly with this sentiment.  If Advani and the Government has no evidence or has failed to collect evidence do they expect ordinary citizens to collect it?

Let’s take some time and collect the necessary evidence for them.  

State-Sponsored Terrorism?

One does not need to be a scholar to see how untruthful are the statements in support of the Bajrang Dal.  A simple search of the internet can produce an abundance of evidence.  First let’s explore the Official website of Bajrang Dal at:  http://www.hinduunity.org/bajrangdal.html
The opening page reads as follows:

“BAJRANG DAL

THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE

WARRIORS OF THE HINDUTVA REVOLUTION

We as members of the Bajrang Dal, swear in the name of Lord Hanuman to always

remain prepared to protect our country, religion and culture”

Be it Islam, Christianity, Hinduism or any religion, when in the name of God arms are taken it dares men and women to do the most horrendous things – like becoming suicide bombers – enabling them to take pride that they are involved in a “greater cause”.

As early as January 2001 Frontline truthfully published an article entitled, “A Defender of Militancy,” http://www.flonnet.com/fl1627/16270160.htm
“A MINISTER in government who provides moral help to militants up in arms against the state is a certifiable security risk. If he happens to be Home Minister in charge of national security as well, he deserves a resounding order of the boot from the President.  L. K. Advani says that the demolition of the Babri Masjid was a ‘political offence’.”

In an Arms Training Camp at Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh, India), Mr. Sharma, one of the leaders of the camp, is quoted in the media across the country:

“As far as our role in Babri Masjid's (the Mosque) demolition is concerned, we are proud of that and would again perform a similar role in construction of a grand temple at Ram Janmabhoomi (the Site where the mosque was demolished).”

http://www.indian-express.com/ie/daily/20000630/ifr30005.html
Plus, the local governments in the States where the Bharatiya Janata Party ruled went on to correct the history books by shamelessly mentioning that those who demolished the mosque at Ayodhya are patriots!!   If the government now does not remove these provocative and untrue references it will certainly be guilty of state-sponsored terrorism in India.

Shiv Sena chief Thackeray has made his views on Ayodhya very clear on many occasions. “For instance, addressing the Shiv Sena's first ever Rajyapramukh Parishad (conference of State Chiefs) in Mumbai in November 1995, he said, “I am proud of our involvement in Ayodhya.”  Thackeray also expressed his views on militant Hinduism.  He said, “I appreciate the new militancy in Hinduism. If the law is not there to protect us, then we have a constitutional right to take up arms.”

http://www.flonnet.com/fl1419/14190270.htm
The Communalism Combat Magazine, in their July 2001 edition, ran a lengthy article entitled, “Stop the ‘Talibanisation’ of India!”  This was long before the Taliban came to the limelight of world terrorism.  The article said: 

“Unchecked by the state, the continued activities of outfits who are the blatant votaries of Hindutva threaten the militarisation of civil society.  Over the past two years, major national dailies have frequently reported, with photographs, brazen attempts by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the Bajrang Dal (BD) to form private Hindu armies.  Arms training camps have been organised by them in different parts of the country, where young men and women are trained in the use of guns as well as trishuls, sword and other martial arts.”

The article pointed out that:

“So far, only the CPI(M) and the Congress have demanded a curb on these activities.”

In a discussion on the subject RSS AND THE MUSLIMS at: http://www.tehelka.com/channels/lifestyle/2001/aug/2/printable/kh080201pgpr.htm the author makes a strong plea that the Home Ministry in India is turning a blind eye to the problem and that it should wake up and do the needful urgently.

The People’s War Group (PWG) has gained easy acceptance with the masses in many places of Andhra Pradesh due to their militant means of bringing quick economic justice.  Recently, Mr. Chandra Babu Naidu said that the PWG is the Taliban of Andhra Pradesh and that it should be taken care of in the same manner that the Taliban is being taught a lesson today.  The technically savvy political leader was appreciated when his party raised in the Indian Parliament the issue of Saffronisation of Education.  http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/2001/09/04/stories/0204000h.htm.  He would do a great service to the country if he could stop the “Talibanisation” of our country by the same agencies that have saffronised the education.  Of course, the saffronisation of education and the distorting of the history books are only two of the initial steps in spreading wrong ideologies and spreading militancy as a way of life. 

Training for Militancy

Formal training is now underway to ensure the spread of a militant ideology.  The Shiv Sena chief has condoned the arms training of the Bajrang Dal.  He also mentioned that the Indian army is ill-prepared for war and that his political party, the Shiv Sena also will be arming their cadre.  http://news.indya.com/india2006sena.html
At the Sarojini Nagar Camp of Lucknow this is what was released to media:

“The number of people being trained in the Sarojini Nagar camp at present is 100.  But according to the convener of UP branch of Bajrang Dal, Avadh Bihari Mishra, the objective of this camp is to prepare a group of two thousand trained and active young men who could train a million youth in martial arts and handling of arms in camps at various places.  In addition to this, the objective is also to create such atmosphere and mentality which was seen in the country at the time of demolition of Babri Masjid.”

Among the Sangh Parivar’s affiliate organizations actively participating in giving training in martial arts are the RSS’s women’s branch (Rashtriya Sevika Samiti), the Bajrang Dal and the Bajrang Dal’s women’s branch (Durga Vahini).  Though training camps and trainings are not new for these organizations (they have been imparting training in “lathi” wielding and riot mongering for a long time), they have now started arming their volunteers in a military pattern.  http://www.milligazette.com/Archives/01092001/31.htm
Though the current training exercises are being carried out with air-guns, the Bajrang Dal state chief Ved Prakash Sachan said he plans to give volunteers a feel of real guns.  “This is the induction stage.  Later we will train our boys with proper guns and rifles,” he admitted over the telephone, while claiming, “This is part of our drill to ensure protection of Hindus.”

Sachan is personally supervising the camp, which was not the first of its kind in the state. According to him, similar camps have been held in Varanasi, Mathura and Meerut. http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/jun/25bd.htm
Some observers have commented that the Bajrang Dal’s claims to train one million youth may not be realistic, but thousands have already been trained.  If a fraction of the others undergo some sort of similar training, it spells trouble for the nation.  In the very least there will be increased lethal violence from the Bajrang Dal cadres.

http://www.deccanherald.com/deccanherald/july22/sl9.htm
Media Promotion of Militancy

This obvious militancy is promoted by various means.  Through “religious institutions” at times, through the political positions of ministers or heads of departments, and even through some sections of the mass media.  Reading some of the newspapers today one can find plenty of ways these venomous thoughts legitimise militancy.   There are many agencies that do not succumb to this ideology and many (or a majority in the case of Hindus) who do not subscribe to this dogma.  They are to the core secular and would stand on their own principles.

It is interesting to note that one of the most powerful media in India to reach the masses – television –has been utilized to spread the message of militancy.

“Just as the market treats society as a single, undifferentiated and homogeneous entity, the forces of Hindutva see the Indian people as a vast mass which is waiting to find, or rediscover, its common culture and identity.  The catalyst in the process was television.  Although Ramanand Sagar's epic was screened by Doordarshan, it spawned several variants in regional languages as the state monopoly over television was withdrawn.  The telecast of the Ramayan was the precursor of the Ram Janambhoomi movement which in turn saw the ascendancy of the BJP to the status of the single largest party.”  http://www.flonnet.com/fl1716/17160760.htm
The Puri Sankaracharya himself said this militancy the RSS and VHP are giving to the Youth is misleading.  http://www.subcontinent.com/sapra/internal/n_1999_03_03.html
Conclusion

These are only a few of the scores of pieces of evidence available to the common Indian man today against the claims of the Bajrang Dal.  The strength of our society is that we are the ones who preached so vehemently to the world about non-violence.  Is a section of our society falling prey to today’s terrorists challenges and beginning to take up arms and arms training?  What is the role of the Government?

The Government should act now and show to the civil society in India and the world that INDIA truly does not support or even tolerate terrorism in ANY form.  As stated by our Attorney General, Mr. Soli Sorabjee, just as those who asked the Indian missionaries to leave India should be put behind bars, the Government should also assure the masses that the Indian Government is indeed in control by acting swiftly to put behind bars those giving arms training and supplying arms to the militants so eager to spread the ideology of hate and show disrespect to the Indian Constitution and Law.
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