Dear Crusaders,

Wanna be part of a real revolution?

This is a 4-part series about Christianity and Evangelism as George Verwer sees it. 

In his book called, “Come! Live! Die!” he addresses the need for a total surrender to the Lord in order for God’s revolution of Love to take place. 

A powerful book, and a must-read for every Christian who wants to truly live for Christ! I assure you, at the end of it, you’ll be challenged to live out a more authentic Christian life, wholly dedicated to the Lord! 

We pray that the words will make an impact with you, and that you, the reader, will be encouraged in your Christian journey and call! 

May God Bless You!

NTU CCC 

E-Comm

21 August 2003

Come! Live! Die! 

The Real Revolution

By George Verwer
1972, Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.

(Summary at the back of the book):

A Revolution of Love

“Jesus Christ was a revolutionary. Consider some of his basic teachings: “love your enemies”; “Do good to them which hate you”; “Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant”; “Except a man forsake all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Literal adherence to the principles laid down by Jesus Christ would, without a doubt, result in worldwide revolution – a revolution motivated by love, a revolution executed by love, and a revolution culminating in love! 

“And we are revolutionaries! We have determined by God’s grace to love according to the revolutionary teachings of our Master. Every petty, personal desire must be subordinated to the supreme task of reaching the world for Christ. We must be ready to suffer for him and count it joy, to die for him and count it gain. This is our commitment., and we will press forward until every person has heard the gospel.” So says the author of this remarkable book. 

A Revolutionary in Action

George Verwer surrendered his life to Christ through reading the Gospel of John. Two years later he led a group of students in to Mexico to distribute gospel literature. In 1961 he and a small band of students dedicated themselves to the world revolution described above, a crusade through Christian literature which is marching today on many world fronts as Operation Mobilization. 


Dedicated to John Watts and Keith Beckwith

Members of Operation Mobilization who encouraged me to put this message into print and who died in an auto crash  in Poland in 1965 while fulfilling the Great Commission committed to them by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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INTRODUCTION

Farewell to Schizophrenia

No one could say in these days that we Christians are spiritually starved. Through the care and faithfulness of God’s servants, we are generously fed, taught, encouraged, pampered, stimulated, supported, nursed along. A religious world of sermons, discussions, magazine articles, hymns, messages, books meetings, and conferences surrounds us for our participation and growth. Yet we know very well, if we are honest, that these things have all too little effect on our lives. Why is this so?

If we give the matter a little thought, we will realize that most of us are living in “two worlds.” We have split our convictions, activities, and goals into two categories. In the first we place our religious experiences: what we believe; what we sing about; what we pray about; and what we defend in argument. 

The second category contains our world of secular values and actions: our use of leisure time; our actions taken to impress people; our attitude towards associates who are better or worse at their job than we are; and how we get our money and use it. 

We keep these two worlds strictly apart, and though we may vaguely feel that something is wrong, we don’t suspect we are suffering a major disorder – a sort of spiritual schizophrenia. In church, and occasionally among Christian friends, we talk about dedication, commitment, surrender, revival, a life on fire for God, and other expressions of loyalty and love for God. But the words and their corresponding deeds get little exposure outside church walls. 

This evangelical dichotomy has had more serious results than we admit. It has produced men who are hard to get along with, women who rank themselves by the furnishings of their house and the style of their clothes, and whole families who put on smiling faces with their Sunday clothes for a few hours at Church. 

The late A. W. Tozer comment on this situation in his book Of God and Men. 

“Evangelicalism as we know it today … does produce some real Christians… but the spiritual climate into which many modern Christians are born does not make for vigorous spiritual growth. Indeed, the whole evangelical world is to a large extent unfavorable to healthy Christianity. And I am not thinking of modernism either. I mean rather the Bible-believing crowd that bears the name of orthodoxy…”

 “We are making converts to an effete type of Christianity that bears little resemblance to that of the New Testament. The average so-called Bible Christian in our times is but a wretched parody of true sainthood. Yet we put millions of dollars behind movements to perpetuate this degenerate form of religion, and attack the man who dares challenge the wisdom of it.”

Everywhere I go I find young people who are aware of this split of Christian and secular values. Many have become atheists or agnostics because of it, while others have skidded into puts of indifference. Many Christians – leaders included – have admitted to me that their beliefs do not control their everyday lives. 

Yet many are hungry for reality and genuineness in the Christian life. I met a student in an evangelical seminary who was first in his class academically, president of the campus mission group, and chaplain of the student body. In talking with me, he admitted that he had very little heart-knowledge of God, but he longed for a satisfying Christian experience. 


Can this dichotomy be ended, this schizophrenia cured? Can Christ really revolutionize your life so it is consistent and productive? The answer is yes. I do not offer a formula to achieve this result, but aI can offer the real Christ. I have seen him revolutionize people’s lives all over the world. 


These Christians once lived in spiritual barrenness, then they honestly faced Christ and confessed their besetting sins that clung from the old life. Jesus transformed them, and he can transform you. It is not a life of perfection, but it is a life of reality. It does not mean a life of ease, but it is a life of joy. 


If you’re tired of split-level living, ask Jesus to make you a whole person.

Chapter 1

WE ARE REVOLUTIONARIES!

The Lord Jesus Christ was a revolutionary! Consider, if you will, some of his most basic teachings: “Love your enemies”; “Do good to them which hate you”; “Bless them which persecute you”; “Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant”; “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth”; “Except a man forsake all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” 


Do you suppose that all these ideas fell in with the cultural pattern of Christ’s day? Of course not! The people of his day were just as enslaved by the material aspect of living as the people of the twentieth century. But the Lord Jesus broke with any cultural pattern which interfered with the life of sacrificial love which he came to give!


In the history of Christianity there have been comparatively few who have lived according to the literal teachings of Christ. The early apostles did, of course. And the results for them were suffering, persecution, imprisonment, exile, and death! Does this seem strange? No! These are the normal results of any life based upon the principles set forth by Christ.


Why is this? The answer is simple: the individual who would live this life is of necessity a revolutionary individual, a cultural nonconformist, a “fanatic” if you please! Literal adherence to the principles laid down by Jesus Christ would, without a doubt result in worldwide revolution – a revolution motivated by love, a revolution executed by love, and a revolution culminating in love! 


And we are revolutionaries! We are only a small group of Christian young people in Operation Mobilization , yet we have determined by God’s grace to live our lives according to the revolutionary teachings of our Master. Within the sphere of absolute, literal obedience to his commands lies the power that will evangelise the world. Outside this sphere is the nauseating, insipid Christianity of our day. 


We have committed ourselves in reckless abandonment to the claims of Christ on our blood-bought lives. We have no rights! Every petty, personal desire must be subordinated to the supreme task of reaching the world for Christ. We are debtors. We must not allow ourselves to be swept in to the soul-binding curse of modern-day materialistic thinking and living. Christians have been “willing” long enough to forsake all – the time has come (and is passing) when we must forsake all! Christ must have absolute control of our time and money. We must yield possessions, comforts, food and sleep; we must live on the barest essentials, that his cause might be furthered. The propagation of the faith we hold supreme! Christ is worthy of our all! We must be ready to suffer for him and count it joy, to die for him and count it gain. In the light of the present spiritual warfare, anything less than absolute dedication must be considered insubordination to our Master and mockery of his cause! 



This is our commitment, and we will press forward until every person has heard the Gospel. We will soon be in many different countries, engaged in combat with all the forces of darkness. We look beyond the thousands to the millions; beyond the cities to the countries. The world is our goal! And our primary targets are the seemingly impenetrable areas of the Communist and Moslem countries which can only receive freedom as they have opportunity to receive the Truth. These countries will be reached for Christ no matter what the cost. The ultimate victory is ours!


We must say to you, fellow Christian, that we are risen with Christ; we seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God. We have set our affections on things above, not on things on the earth, for we are dead and our life is hid with Christ in God. What blessed hope! What compelling truth to lead us to total abandonment of self and unto Christ! Without this, there is certain victory for the enemy and disgrace to our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us that he might be all things to us!

Chapter 2

HUNGRY DISCIPLES

Anyone who claims to be a disciple of Jesus Christ should be experiencing the reality of 1 John 2:16 – “He that saith he abideth in him [Christ] ought himself also to walk even as he walked.” Without question, it is God’s will for Christian disciples to live as Christ lived. This is not dry theory or a casual observation about Christian living; it is the dynamic standard which produces a vital witness for Christ to lost men and women. 


Sometimes the men of the world are wiser in human affairs than the men of God. The agnostic H.G. Wells said in his Outline of History: “Not long after Jesus Christ died, those who claimed to follow him gave up practicing his revolutionary principles.” Yes, “revolutionary” was his description, and how right he was! The church has held on to structures and many of the doctrines, but it has lost the core of truth that Jesus taught. 


Today you can meet more and more “say-evangelicals” as distinct from “be-evangelicals.” As I have visited Bible school after Bible school and Christian institution after Christian institution, I have found many “talkers” of Christianity – but few walkers! Not only I, but many Christian young people are acutely aware of this discrepancy. Many have been disillusioned by this contradiction between faith and life. 


If we are informed, we realize that many of the young people who grow up in evangelical churches deny the faith before they are twenty-five. We wonder why, and some say, “It must be the latter days” – the days of apostasy and doom. That may be true, but that would not be sufficient explanation of our tragic losses to Satan. 


Some Christians say the answer is in “good, sound, Bible teaching.” But that is not enough, either. Never in the history of the church have there been so many Bible conferences, radio Bible studies, and Bible study books. Did you know there are more than a thousand books available in the English language on the Pauline epistles? And today we have excellent recorded Bible studies as well. You can hear outstanding Bible teachers in your home by the turn of a radio knob.


We have every opportunity for learning of the life and teachings of Paul, but where are the Pauls of the twentieth century? Where are the men prepared like him and his companions to face cold and shipwreck and robbers for the gospel’s sake, and to thank God for the stripes that tore their backs? We have many sincere servants of God and many great preachers. But where are those who can say with Paul that he ceased not to warn men and women night and day with tears? Such men are difficult to find, if not impossible. Why? The reason I believe is that we have separated our Bible beliefs from our daily living. Paul never did this. 


We want to serve the Lord, and we say, “I am ready to serve the Lord if only I can find my place in his service!” Not finding it, we are frustrated. What is wrong?


God is far more concerned about your finding your place in Christ himself than your place in his service. The essential thing in Christian living is not where you are going or what you are doing, but in whose strength you are living. You may go behind the Iron Curtain or just across the street to serve the Lord, but in whose strength are you going? Let us see how the Apostle Paul went about it. In Acts 20:19 we read of his “serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations (trials) which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews. I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, and have taught you publicly and from house to house.” 



Notice the words: “With all humility of mind.” The apostle does not say he is serving the Lord with great preaching, literature distribution, tremendous campaigns behind the Iron Curtain, and great exploits in Turkey and India. He says that he served the Lord with many tears and trials. Discipleship is first of all a matter of the hearts. Unless the heart is right, everything else is wrong. Our hearts need to experience a deep hunger and longing for God. 


Hunger for God is the genuine mark of discipleship. It confirms to me that I am his child and that he is working in me. What I do for God does not prove that I am a disciple. I may try to fulfill  the terms of the Sermon on the Mount or of Church Creeds; I may live ruggedly and sleep on the floor; but these things do not mark me as a disciple. The ways I may know I am a disciple is my having an intense, insatiable hunger for the crucified Lord of Glory. If this is your experience – if you yearn for deep fellowship with your Creator, if you desire to know him intimately and to walk with him and to breathe with him – though you may look like a failure and have made innumerable blunders, then you are well on the road to discipleship.


David was an Old Testament individual who knew God and walked with him. Did God say: “David was a man who lived in purity all the days of his life?” No, God said that David was “a man after my own heart.”


As we see in the Psalms, David had a hunger for God. “My heart longeth, yeah, fainteth for the living God.” “As the heart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.“ Despite David’s failures and backsliding, he was hungry and thirsty for God. In church history right back to the beginning, we find that the mark of a true disciple as man o f God is a hunger to know God and his righteousness. 


The man after God’s heart is described in Psalm 34. He can praise God for all his experiences. ”I will bless the Lord at all times! His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall heart thereof, and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears” (verses 1-4). And verse 10: “The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger; but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.” They that seek the Lord: to seek and hunger for him; to praise him continually; these are the marks of a true disciple of Jesus Christ.


Outward marks are often deceptive. The clever Christian, the one who excels in fluent praying or vigorous preaching, or the one who can answer all the theological questions, is not necessarily a disciple. Nor is it necessarily the one who has sold everything, down to the last shirt, in an act of “true discipleship.” These things of themselves do not draw us close to God. But God draws near, the Scripture says, “unto them that are of a broken heart, and saveth them that are of a contrite spirit. “No discovery of Christian truth has brought more encouragement to me than this one.


Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the two men who came to the temple to pray? The first one went to the front and surveying his audience, exulted, “O God, how thankful I am that I am not like that other man!”  He may have remembered the rich man who turned away from Jesus because he had too many possessions, and then prayed: “God, I thank you that I am not like him, either. No Pharisee would do that!” Perhaps he thought of a young fellow who had never gone on a Pharisee Crusade, inspiring him to declaim: “Thank God I am not like that!” And then he unrolled a beautiful prayer that he learned in the Pharisee Bible College and arranged himself gracefully round the microphone to pray it to his public. But the second fellow, away off in the distance, bent over abjectly and bead his breast in agony, imploring: “God, have mercy on me.”


To whom did God draw near? To the theological discourser, tossing out weightless words? Certainly not! As he strode off in his robes of self-righteousness, he knew nothing of God’s justification or blessing. 


God drew near to the one who came with a broken heart and contrite spirit. He heard the cry: “God, you know I am a failure. You know I am a phony. You know that I am worthless. I am a sinner! Have mercy on me.” That man acknowledged his sins, and God justified. Him. This conflicts with our human understanding, yet it is one reason why I believe the Bible: NO man would originate this way of salvation. This shows us the heart of God. 


Except for Christianity, every religion offers a combination of service and reward: Do this and you will get that. So the average person would reason that if you are a good disciple of Jesus and live according to the Sermon on the Mount, or if you join evangelistic campaigns and hand out tracts, or perhaps if you shine the shoes of some person to prove how humble you are, then you will be rewarded with great blessing. But blessing comes only by God’s way, not man’s. 


You, by yourself, can never shine anyone’s shoes without false motives. You will not even distribute tracts without some personal ambition. Paul asked the Galatians: “Having begun in the Spirit, will you now continue in the flesh?” Many Christians are trying to do that. “I am saved by grace,” they might say, “but now I must work my way through the Christian life.”


This is a serious mistake. You are saved by God’s grace, and by his grace you must serve. The Lord is near – not to the successful but to those of a broken heart. HE saves – not the energetic but those who have a contrite spirit. 


“Delight yourself in the Lord,” says the psalmist, “and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4). The reason we often fail to find the will of God is that we delight in other things. Christians engaged in evangelism are tempted to delight in the adventure of it. OR we delight in the fellowship of the gospel and the enthusiasm we share. I assure you that if you delight in any work for God or in any organization or movement, discouragement will sooner or later catch up with you. Our God is a jealous God, and he will not share his glory with an organization or a personality or movement, however spiritual. 


This is so clear in John 5:44, when Jesus says to disbelieving Jews: “How can you believe, which receive honour one of another, and seen not the honour that comes from God alone?” How can you believe God for great things – for labourers, for finances, for conversations, for victories in the lives of Christians – when you seek honour from other humans? 


While we seek honour for ourselves, or try to advance the program or reputation of a movement or a preacher, we are building on the fragile merit of men. As the mark of a true disciple is his hunger for God, his goal is God’s approval. When the work is done, he wants to hear God say, ”Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” Day after day he lives for God and his glory, seeking it as the deer craves the water of the brook. 


Despite the weaknesses of Christ’s people, there are many today who are hungry for God. This hunger must be cultivated both by feeding and by developing its capacity. God wants all of our being, not just our labor for the Lord, or our problem-solving, or our serving behind the scenes. We can get so caught up in activities, even Christian ones, that we lose conscious contact with God himself. He waits, close but silent, ready to remind us: “My Child, you are too busy to receive any strength from me.” His counsel remains: “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). The only way to find the necessary power and resources for each day is to wait quietly on God. Plan for time to be alone with him; learn to delight in him; cultivate a hunger for his infinite being. Without this, your work will be superficial; with it, your deepest desires will be filled and your discipleship will glorify him. 


Our situation today is described well in these words by A. W. Tozer:


“In this hour of all-but-universal darkness, one cheering gleam appears – within the fold of conscious Christianity there are to be found increasing numbers of person whose religious lives are marked by a growing hunger after God himself. They are eager for spiritual realities, and will not be put off with words, nor will they be content with correct interpretations of the truth. They are athirst for God, and will not be satisfied until they have drunk deep at the Fountain of Living Water.” 


Many things have blinded our eyes; a multitude of theological distinctions and religious traditions have made a dichotomy between the doctrines of God and an intimate relationship with him. But there is hope wherever Christians are hungering for God. They are joined in a crusade to know God. This is the only cause that ultimately counts, the only link that will not be bent and broken by the ignorance and selfishness of men. Our real link is not with any organization, but with the living God. As we humble ourselves at the cross, we shall learn the reality of Jesus’ power that conquered sin and death. We will receive the promise: “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).

-----------------------END OF PART ONE-----------------------
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