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[READY TO GO]

[1]

HeadCleaner Single Reviews

17th February, 1997
A pretty inauspicious week. 

Single Of The Week

"Ready To Go" by Republica
Great name, great design, great lyrics ("always love the one you hurt") and a great song from Republica, a band formed by an ex-member of baggy 'ooligans Flowered Up and fronted by the striking vocalist Saffron. 

Take equal parts Sputnik, Shampoo, Transvision Vamp, Garbage, Age Of Chance (who?) and mix well. Add storming sequencers and power guitars and release at 45rpm. This is the kind of thing I love. A baggy piano riff is hidden deep inside an electro storm of effects and amped-up riffs over which some classic pop-punky vox belt out an anthemic tune. Ace. Unoriginal and cliched it might be but, hey - that's rock n roll. 

B-sides comprise the original mix of "Ready To Go" (no more than an extended version of the a-side), "Bloke" - an amphetamine put-down surrounded by massive electro shapes and a pounding rhythm, and "Holly (Club Mix)" which is a tranced-out slab of techno. 

Rating: 9/10

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/keith.dumble/hopper/170297.html
[DROP DEAD GORGEOUS]

[1]

HeadCleaner Single Reviews

21st April, 1997
A very encouraging week. Warm Jets are my new favourite band (this week).

"Drop Dead Gorgeous" by Republica

Pop meets punk meets techno with Republica and this fine offering off their recent eponymous LP. Featuring the strained Cockney drawl of Saffron (bless her) and the thunderous musical backing of assorted Flowered Ups, Bow Wow Wows and N-Joi's, "Drop Dead Gorgeous" is an immediate, refreshing and monumental track, but one that is forgotten as soon as the laser stops hovering over the plastic (which doesn't sound as good as the needle leaving the groove, but who cares). 

A Chemical Brothers remix of "Out Of This World" is the first extra track, and is a spacey, ambient groove featuring some trademark CB bizarre samples and sounds (their new LP is monu-ahem-MENTAL, by the way). Next is "Mutha", featuring Saffron doing her best Toyah impressions. Damn fine, however, especially when the guitar kicks in. Last but not least is a seven-minute version of "Holly", one of the band's best songs, and a kicking mix. 

Rating: 7/10 

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/keith.dumble/hopper/210497.html
[2]

Review of Drop Dead Gorgeous from Malto's homepage.  

Mon single du moment : REPUBLICA, Drop Dead Gorgeous
Aggressivement décalé.

Pour ceux qui auraient manqué le premier single de REPUBLICA (Ready to go), et donc qui ne savent absolument pas comment sonne ce nouveau groupe anglais, les premières écoutes donne l'impression qu'il s'agit d'une (mauvaise) reprise disco de Garbage passée en accéléré. L'intérêt ? Ça tient debout et c'est d'autant plus étonnant que tout ce qui ressort de ce single, c'est une impression générale de mauvais goût, mais un mauvais goût décalé, au second degré qui donne vie et efficacité à un genre sympathique en voie de martyrisation - la pop rock dance - tant les efforts de marketing ont été destructeurs (boys bands et autres Spices Girls).

Premier exemple de ce mauvais gout décalé : le refrain, parfait contre pied du oughta know de l'enfant chérie de l'industrie musicale US :
I know my ex-boyfriend lies

Oh he does it everytime

It's just his permanent disguise

Yeah, yeah, but he's drop dead gorgeous

Don't go changing every time

Not for me to compromise

You're still a friend of mine

Yeah, yeah, and you're drop dead gorgeous

Voilà qui devrait accrocher plus d'une oreille cet été sur le continent. Plus significatif encore : cet intro de guitare saturée on ne peut plus stéréotypée qui ne prend fin qu'avec l'un des roulement de batterie les plus ringards qui m'ait été donné d'entendre. Et ces deux làà vont nous accompagner jusqu'au bout sur une rythmique quasi-binaire mais qui doit être relativement subtile puisqu'elle passe facilement la barre des dix écoutes en boucle. La structure du morceau est simple, presque basique.

Pourtant, REPUBLICA a ce petit plus qui nous fait vite comprendre que pour percer en étant aussi pauvre musicalement, il faut être bon. Cela tient sans doute à une production aggressive et au punch fabuleux de Saffron (la chanteuse), un tempo parfaitement dosé et des paroles racoleuses.

Mais on soulignera aussi que la réussite des singles de REPUBLICA (comme souvent dans cette rubrique, l'album n'est pas à la hauteur), c'est un son teinté 80's mais bien à eux qui manquait étrangement jusqu'ici. Ce qui est plutôt rare aujourd'hui où tout le monde écoute d'un côté Chemical Brothers, The Prodigy et autres Orbital et de l'autre Oasis, Blur ou encore Kula Shaker. Autre avantage du groupe : la simplicité, REPUBLICA n'a qu'une seule ambition, nous faire danser, et ça fait du bien quand on voit, par exemple, la prétention pop de Eels.

Alors, un tube en béton ? Peut-être pas, mais un très bel exercice de style qui mérite un large soutien populaire.

[DON’T YOU EVER]

[1]

Republica - Don't You Ever 

Remember these guys with their huge hard alternative rock/dance anthems like "Ready To Go" and "Drop Dead Gorgeous"? Well the sound hasn't gone away. Republica is back with "Don't You Ever".

"Don't You Ever" is that pseudo combined rock ballad with a driving beat that takes it into club land. The driving beat is mixed with synth squelches and dance textures that once again make you wonder which side of the genre fence these guys are on?

The song itself is not as memorable as their past hits, but at least they're still creating music. If you're a hard core Republica fan.. you will certainly appreciate this new single. We've not heard the remixes, but in the hands of a talented remixer.. this one could find its way into a club near you.

http://globaldance.com/ReviewRepublicaDontYouEver.htm
[FROM RUSH HOUR WITH LOVE]
[1]

The Guardian Guide - Aug 29 - Sept 4 1998

Music

SINGLES REVIEWS

Republica From Rush Hour With Love (Deconstruction)
Poor old Republica get a rough time from the nibs. There’s a sneering suspicion that they are a tad unseemly in their anxiety to be pop stars. They neglect to affect, unlike certain of their other leftfield top-40 peers, that they are in the business for entirely spiritual reasons and that glamour, unlimited backstage booze and cab accounts mean nothing to them. This really isn’t at all bad, however, certainly better than Ready To Go. Colourful, henna’d pop with the kinetic rush of a Blade Runner jukebox.

DAVID STUBBS
[2]

Review of From Rush Hour With Love from Dot Music on August 31st 1998.  

REPUBLICA : From Rush Hour With Love (DeConstruction CD 74321 610472).
REPUBLICA tap the same indie dance vein as their three previous Top 20 singles.

From Rush Hour With Love features their familiar chugging power chords and finds Saffron sounding more like Hazel O’Connor than ever. 

Terminally Sad's completely biased view of STUFF WORTH LISTENING TO AT THE MOMENT

[3]

Music Week - 1/9/98

REPUBLICA: From Rush Hour With Love (Deconstruction 74321 610472).
Republica tap the same indie dance vein as their three previews Top 20 singles. From Rush Hour With Love features their familiar chugging power chords and finds Saffron sounding more like Hazel O’Connor than ever.

[4]

The Mirror - 4 Sept 98

The A List

Single of the week

REPUBLICA

From Rush Hour With Love

(Deconstruction)
The supersexy Saffron delivers another pouty, shouty blast of supercharged sneer pop, warbling over clitter-clattering guitars and kitchen sink percussion. It’s very much in the vein of early hits Ready To Go and Drop Dead Gorgeous so, while hardly original, it’s blessed with a knockabout charm. (*)(*)(*)

[5]

NME.COM - THIS WEEK’S SINGLES - 12/9/98 - 8 September 1998
● REPUBLICA

From Rush Hour With Love

(deConstruction)
“... If further proof were needed beyond ‘Drop Dead Gorgeous’ that Republica are Satan’s own band, listen no further. Mere words cannot convey the horror of this single, although the title alone should give you an inkling of what to expect. Clanging, predictable, synth-satured quasi-rock - the sort of shallow, gutless tripe that out-of-touch corporate types consider to be the apex of ‘indie’, and that is now clogging up Xfm’s new playlist. In fact, so ubiquitous are Republica and Republica-clones that it’s rather hard to believe it’s been a year since they last released a record. Let’s hope it’s much , much longer before they release another.”

[6]

Smash Hits - Sept 98
REPUBLICA

Speed Ballads. Who’re they?

Saffron, Queen of Sass, plus sidekicks Johnny and Tim.

What’s the story?
Can Republica’s second album cut the mustard against songs like Drop Dead Gorgeous and Ready To Go?

It is any cop?

It’s a fuel-injected techno romp through the British badlands. Yup, it gets the J17 stamp of approval.

Totty total

Johnny’s getting on a bit but he’s a top bloke.

(*)(*)(*)(*)

REPUBLICA FROM RUSH HOUR WITH LOVE

POP TRUMPS

This will be hit number...
3

Highest-ever chart position
7

Smash Hits Awards won
0

Smash Hits Pop Factor
60%

[7]

The Sun - Sept 98

NEW Singles

FROM RUSH HOUR WITH LOVE, REPUBLICA

We’ll do the word plays thankyou. Who do they think they are, the band with the golden pun? From Russia With Love was a great Bond outing and starred Scottish actor Saffron Connery. I’m a big fan of Saffron - a Gold Singer. (*)(*)(*)

[8]

T.O.T.P. - Oct 98

Republica

From Rush Hour With Love

The good thing about Republica is that you can always tell it’s them straight away. I don’t think I’d buy this because I’m not really into anything with heavy guitars, but in a strange way I did quite like it. It’s very London-y with all the talk about commuting on it. Isn’t it? Cutty-out heads out of five: (*)(*)(*)(

[9]

Review of From Rush Hour With Love from BMG Backstage.  

REPUBLICA : New single!!!
REPUBLICA release their new single From Rush Hour With Love on September 21st.

They're back!!!

Saffron and her merry men return to the fold with a new single From Rush Hour With Love on September 21st.

REPUBLICA's first single in over a year sees them continuing where they left off with another slice of catchy techno rock.

REPUBLICA are now down to the trio of Saffron (latter day icon with a background in punk rock and The Rocky Horror Show), keyboardist/songwriter Tim Dorney (arch technophiliac who once played in gloriously infamous dance rock reprobates Flowered Up) and guitarist Jonny Male (the termially louche guitarist who writes tunes with Saint Etienne and tunes into Stereolab).

From Rush Hour With Love serves as a taster for the forthcoming album Speed Ballads to be released in October.

[TRY EVERYTHING]
[1]

Review of Try Everything from Dot Music on November 2nd 1998.  

REPUBLICA : Try Everything (DeConstruction CD 74321 631982).
After the disappointing performance of the Top 20 single From Rush Hour With Love and long-overdue Top 40 second album Speed Ballads, this is not necessarily the track to lift REPUBLICA out of the doldrums.

It goes for the Christmas slow dance pitch, but the band might well do better concentrating on Stateside success. CD2 of the track, however, cannily includes live versions of hits Drop Dead Gorgeous and Ready To Go.  

[2]

NME.COM - THIS WEEK’S SINGLES - 14/11/98 - 10 November 1998
● REPUBLICA

TRY EVERYTHING

(deConstruction)
And their record company will try anything to put Republica’s career back in the fast lane, if the slothful sales of the ‘Speed Ballads’ album are anything to go by.

Including: the aural blackmail of slapping live versions of ‘Drop Dead Gorgeous’ and ‘Ready To Go’ on here as B-sides, and foisting an actual chunksome ballad upon us, after the pumping guitar disco of the last few singles. ‘Try Everything’ sounds a bit like Oasis fronted by Abba: a curious but fiendishly resourceful strategy to get the cash registers singing. Only, obviously, not as good. Don’t abet this crime against the music in any way.

[3]

Review of Try Everything from BMG Backstage. REPUBLICA : New single

REPUBLICA release a new single Try Everything on November 16th. REPUBLICA follow up their top 20 hit From Rush Hour With Love with a sparkling new single Try Everything released on November 16th. Another infectious pop song, Try Everything tells the tale of a couple trying to get back together after an acrimonious and drawn out split. The track is purpose built to set the heart humming with the roof down and the wind in the hair. Saffron says I think being in a pop band is the highest thing you can aspire to. Pop music is something that's both throwaway and something that changes your life. That's what we want to achieve - disposable brilliance. CD1 features Try Everything, Fading Of The Man and the Westside Story remix of REPUBLICA's last single From Rush Hour With Love. CD2 features Try Everything plus Drop Dead Georgeous and Ready To Go both recorded live at Radio 1's recent big freebie concert in Cardiff. The cassette features Try Everything and Fading Of The Man. Try Everything is taken from REPUBLICA's latest album Speed Ballads which was released on October 5th, details in the Album section.

[JUNKIE XL - BEAUTY NEVER FADES]

[1]

Junkie XL - Beauty Never Fades/Breezer [Roadrunner].  December 17, 2002 by trigaX   

It finally arrived, the long awaited Junkie XL song. With an outstanding collaboration with Sasha, Breezer, and a DJ Tiësto remix!! This is a 2x12” not to be missed. 

A: Junkie XL feat. Saffron - Beauty Never Fades

B: Junkie XL & Sasha - Breezer

C: Junkie XL feat. Saffron - Beauty Never Fades (Extension)

D: Junkie XL & Sasha - Breezer (Tiësto Remix)

A: Junkie XL feat. Saffron - Beauty Never Fades

This is the track that a lot of people have been waiting for for months. Sasha caned it in almost all his DJ sets: his set at the Love Parade, his Essential Mix, …

And now it is available for anyone.

What makes this song so special? Well, simply put, those haunting vocals coming from Saffron, the singer of Republica. That in combination with Junkie XL’s production skills, make a perfect combination. 

This track is filled with different synths, sounds, effects. When I first heard this track, I was amazed!

No wonder why this track became Tune Of The Week on [i:Vibes].

B: Junkie XL & Sasha - Breezer

Junkie XL gets company from another top producer: Sasha.

This track has a very different feeling then Beauty Never Fades. It’s much more relaxed, funkier. An amazing guitar riff is all over this track. Again this shows why Sasha is one of the most respected producers out there. Airdrawndagger (his debut album) is of the same quality.

C:Junkie XL feat. Saffron - Beauty Never Fades (Extension)

This is extension is much harder, more progressive, and above all, lost all the vocals… which isn’t a good thing in my opinion. The vocals is what made this track.

But this is the song you want to drop late in a set, the normal one (with the vocals) is better suited in the beginning of a set.

D: Junkie XL & Sasha - Breezer (Tiësto Remix) 

My first thought was ´O NO, not a Tiësto remix of Breezer`, since Tiësto´s producing skills are nothing compared to Junkie XL or Sasha.

I gave it a spin, and the start was quite good, but then the altered guitar riff kicked in, and all I could think was ´He needs to DIE`. No one can upstage the song, it´s like Paul Van Dyk reworking Wavy Gravy, I mean, wtf can Paul do with it? His amazing bassline? Wavy Gravy doesn’t need a remix. And neither does Breezer. This remix coming from the best (cough cough) DJ in the world is below average. Nothing special.

Overall: this doublepack is amazing! Beauty Never Fades & Breezer are two amazing songs, and so is the extension of Beauty Never Fades. But there´s a major setback, the Tiësto remix is, simply put, crap.

http://www.ivibes.nu/index.php?article=1710
