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[Music Week]
REPUBLICA

A UK ACT DOING WELL IN THE US
When industry watchers were scanning the skies for British acts likely to break through in America earlier this year, names like Gary Barlow and Oasis came quickly to mind. Few though, Music Week apart, rated the chances of Republica, Deconstruction’s spiky indie dance quartet fronted by the Siouxsiesque Saffron, who are now enjoying healthy success Stateside.

“The thing that attracted me towards them at the beginning were the songs” says Dave Novik, vice president of RCA’s International A&R in the US. “The one thing the US market really needs is to be able to see and touch an artist and know what it is. We felt songwise and attitude wise, with Saffron fromting the band, we had something we could really make work”.

The band flew out in early summer and remixed the single Ready To Go - bolstering the guitar sound with the aid of engineer Ben Grosse, best known for his work with industrial outfit Filter.

The effect was almost instantaneous when the revamped single was released in July, and US radio stations playlisted it immediately. “Alternative radio is looking for something slightly different and that’s what Republica offer” Novik says. “They’re a bit left of what the stations might ordinarily play with the dance undertones, but they’ve gone for it. We got a very fast pick up from radio and that’s helped fuel everyone else’s fire for the band. Once the modern rock stations started to kick in, we knew we had a great shot”.

Top 40 radio is now also on board and the track is number seven on the Billboard modern rock chart.

Washington/Baltimore station WHFS was one of the first to champion Ready To Go. Music director Pat Ferrise says, “We thought it was really cool as soon as we heard it. We were looking for something a little different to the usual sort of rock records we play and Republica fitted perfectly. From the moment we put it on air the calls started coming in. There’s a real affinity towards dacefloor acts currently and the band have that and they have songs and an image, too”.

For Republica, the past few months have been a rollercoaster. Early gigs proved to be an eye opener for a band schooled on the dancefloor.

“The first few weeks we played here, we were out on our won but we were selling out 400 seater venues and everyone was singing along, crowd surfing and invading he stage”, says singer Saffron.

The band graduated to a support slot with industrial outfit Gravity Kills and found themselves playing venues three times the size. “We’ve really discovered what mosh pits are since we came here” she laughs.

Keyboardist and former Flowered Up member Tim Dorney denies the band have been forced to dilute their dancefloor roots to buy success.

“We’ve still got the dance beat underneath, but we’ve found a way to mix in the guitars which seems to work for people and that’s what we’ve been pursuing ever since”.

Keith Blackhurst, joint managing director of Deconstruction in the UK says “we’re delighted with the way Republica has taken off in the States. When we signed the band two years ago, we’d always seen them as bridging that gap between dance and guitar-driven pop.

I think American radio was looking for something new and vibrant which combined those elements of dance and guitars with melodies and driving tunes. I know it’s clichéd, but I think we were there with the right act at the right time with them”.

The band are also having success in several other territories including Australia, parts of the Far East, Germany and France. They are scheduled to remain in the US until Christmas and, accordingly, the album’s UK launch has now been put back to the next year.

Back in the US, Novik knows he must keep up the pace to build on the band’s breakthrough. Further touring beckons, probably with the band headlining for the first time and another single, Drop Dead Gorgeous, which he cites as “even stronger”, is in the can.

“Republica are a brand new act that no one’s really heard of and to have an album in the charts so soon in unusual”, he admits. “Every week, we sell more copies and that signifies that it’s legitimate to me. We’re building slowly, which is the most important thing at the moment. By the time we release the next single we’ll be in great shape because they have the potential to go all the way”.

With this judgement proving good so far, few would bet against him being right.

[Select Magazine]
WE’RE ONLY HERE FOR THE CAREER

Republica: Good morning America! How are ya?
“Even if you like Oasis” states American music industry periodical Hits, “it stand as solid fact that the majority of Brit bands to hit these shores in recent years have been made up of whiners and wankers...”

Hmmm. The article in question concerns the lack of mucus-dribbling petulance displayed by techno-rocking Brits Republica. As the band lounge equably backstage after a victorious show at San Francisco’s Slim’s Club, it would seem they’re little affected by the ‘British Wanker’ malaise. In the middle of their second lenghtly US tour of recent months, they’ve seen the past few weeks pass in a agreeable blur: breakfast with Dennis Hopper, churning out tunes behind a catwalking Helena Christensen and Naomi Campbell at the MTV Fashion Awards... even seeing their single adopted as official theme by the New York Rangers ice-hockey team.

They have, as your mum would probably have it, put in the work and shown they know good manners cost nothing - and their single ‘Ready To Go’ has sat just outside the American Top 40 for what seems like aeons. Its combination of Garbage, Shampoo and EMF has effected heavy rotation on MTV, an appearance on NBC’s mega-rating Conan O’Brian show and a sold-out, stage-driving-riven show at New York’s Irving Plaza. All this and a couple of peculiarly dedicated fans producing their own Republica State TV programme on public access television.

“It’s hilarious, isn’t it?” ponders keyboardist Tim Dorney ex of Flowered Up. “I mean, ‘Ready To Go’ was on Baywatch last week”. As their single has racked up the plaudits peculiar to American radio - "consecutive double-digit adds, including 99X in Atlanta”, “among XHRM’s best testing records in the 25-34 demo” - it's become increasingly clear that Republica are no fragile young sylphs about to be knocked off the rails by such airwave triumph.

The previous day, as the band navigated their way back to their hotel, a radio show mentioned a forthcoming local Soundgarden show. “Oh yeah, The San Francisco Cow Palace, “ offered Republica drum man Dave Barborossa. “I played there about 15 years ago. Bow Wow Wow supporting The Pretenders. Funny thing is, one of our lot and two of the Pretenders are now dead.”

Republica have been around a bit. Aside from Tim’s tenure with Flowered Up and frontwoman Saffron’s hits while fronting early ‘90s popsters N Joi, Dave Barborossa played drums for early Adam & The Ants and Malcolm McLaren’s early ‘80s fem-fronted tribal pop concept Bow Wow Wow. Which, naturally, leads to his being a font of rock anecdotage - as with the time Bow Wow Wow supported Queen in Europe.

Further adding to Republicas wealth of pop experience come keyboardist Toddy, who engineered on albums by such ‘80s luminaries as Paul Young and Alison Moyet, and guitarist Jonny Male. The latter Republican has variously written chartbound sounds for St Etienne (‘Hug My Soul’), Rozalla, ex-Byker Grove minxes Crush and solo Sarah Cracknell, and working on Denim’s forthcoming ‘Novelty Rock’ opus.

As well as placing Republica in a virulenty radio-friendly “modern rock” bracket, America has been pigeon-holing the group alongside the Prodigy and Orbital, placing this Brit triad together for sundry live radio and TV slots. But, alongside their enduring rave quotient, Republica’s success also stems from the trouper-ish qualities personified by the relentlessly charming Saffron. It’s not surprising to learn she once played Magenta in a stage production of The Rocky Horror Show touring Italy. Like a true vaudevillian she can put in the hours.

“You have to do that,” says Saffron as she enjoys a ‘home fries’ breakfast in the morning after the San Francisco show. “People are always saying that this band or that band haven’t been successful in America. It’s usually because they haven’t toured over here. I think people would get into British music over here if they were prepared to slog it out.”

Never one for Flowered Up’s infamous “fuck everyone off” ethic, Tim is understandably resigned to the US grind.

“Over here now” he says. “It’s all Oasis. They’ve pissed people off left right and centre, they pulled their tour blah. But they’ve toured here nine times! That’s one of the key reasons they’ve got to where they have in America. The fact they’ve turned round now and said ‘fuck off’ is a bit misleading. They did the work and now they can’t be arsed. Quite frankly, I don’t blame them. When you’ve got ten million in the bank, what’s another two million?”

As Republica prepare to try and reproduce their burgeoning US results in Britain with the release of their self-titled debut album, they’re buoyed by the odd kindly circumstance. Cred-enhancingly, Saffron has sung vocals on a Prodigy track - a cover of L7’s ‘Fuel My Fire’ which is “at the Firestarter end of things”.

Though there’s not a lot of coincidence between the US and British Top 40’s these days, Republica are in with a racing chance.

“How will we do in Britain?” ponders Tim. “Toss a coin mate - we have no idea. We’ll either get the Bush treatment or the Radiohead treatment, or we might get no treatment at all. Who the fuck knows?”

[Central pages]
Republica have been taking America by storm. The success of their first US single was so sudden that it has delayed the UK release of ‘Ready To Go’ until Feb 3rd. Their debut album will be out on 24th February and the band will be touring the UK and Europe in the new year.

Republica have been on a sold out American tour since September which continues until early December. Playing to wild crowd surfing audiences, their US shows have generated an extremely fervent response.

The American media has been equally enthusiastic with ringing endorsements from Rolling Stone to the Los Angeles Times.

Their debut single ‘Ready To Go’ is riding high in the Billoard and US Modern Rock charts. The band delivered a riveting performance on MTV’s Fashionably Loud, where they appeared with The Prodigy and Tricky. They have also performed live on NBC’s top rated Conan O’Brian show. The video is on heavy MTV rotation.

‘Ready To Go’ has been made the unofficial theme song of the New York Rangers and is being played in sports stadiums across America.

‘Ready To Go’ has already gone top 40 in Australia and No.1 in Mexico.

Republica meets The Prodigy! Saffron has just sung backing vocals on the track ‘Fuel My Fire’ from the forthcoming Prodigy album.

Republica are: Saffron - Vocals; Tim Dorney - Keyboards; Jonny Male - Guitars; Toddy - Keyboard/Bass; Dave Barborossa - Drums.

History: Saffron formed Republica with former Flowered Up member, Tim Dorney and hugely experienced engineer and remixer Toddy. They were later joined by successful song-writer Jonny Male on guitar and former Bow Wow Wow drummer Dave Barborossa.

[Quote pages]
“In ‘Ready To Go’, the rousing anthem from the group’s eponymous debut, Republica have crafted the power chords and hook-laden pop of early ‘80s new wave into a driving ‘90s groove. The result sounds as good in a nightclub as it does on the car radio.”

-Rolling Stone

“Vocals with real attitude. An inspiring backlash against the soaring house divas.”

-Music Week

“Saffron converts tonight’s 10,000 crowd to Republica’s brand of euphoric, upbeat music with unnerving ease.”

-VOX

“With it’s driving, non-stop beat, sing-a-long, anthemic chorus, sharp guitars hammering through the keyboard-induced haze; and Saffron’s crisp vocal delivery, ‘Ready To Go’ is a natural chart-bound hit.”

-The Music Paper

“Perfectly formed pop that’s as close to Blondie as M-People, with more than a nod to Wink’s chart-smashing acid attacks and the shrieking punk of X-Ray Spex. Ahoy! Do you see a hit on the horizon?”

-i-D

“Republica shimmer in performance, proving that it’s still possible to come up with fresh Indie-dance crossovers.”

-Evening Standard

“Ready Set Go. Combine the scariness of Garbage’s Shirley Manson, the British brattiness of Shampoo and the pop sensibilities of Voice Of The Beehive and you’ve got Saffron from Republica, the band that’s the latest rage from the UK. Republica interwines, techno, pop, dance and industrial rock into fired up songs with attitude. Anyone who liked the mixes of Garbage’s singles will surely like Republica.”

-Billboard

“UK bands are on a roll these days at Alternative Radio. The newest group causing a stir is Republica, whose anthem ‘Ready To Go’ was the most added at the format two weeks ago. First-reporting honours go to XHRM which first started spinning the track on its weekend show and officially added it 5 weeks ago. Says MD Bryan Capella ‘we got a copy and loved it right off the bat. The song hits perfectly in all the areas you want. It’s a strong record that works in all dayparts.’”

-R&R

“PICK OF THE WEEK: The first single from this killer debut. ‘Ready To Go’ has monster hit written all over it. An intense, percolating, anthemic dance/rock thing that begs to boom out of the radios of convertibles nationwide, ‘Ready To Go’ has been the Modern Rock #1 most added two weeks in a row. The album includes many potential follow-ups to what is certain to be a breakthrough hit.”

-Cash Box

“Described in the Daily Mail as ‘Stunning’, she’s got more guts than the rest of the charts put together. Saffron is the Debbie Harry of the nineties with her sneering vocal style, and the rest of the band’s collective talent puts Republica in a separate dimension than other bands. Quite simply, Republica are ‘Ready To Go’.”

-Buzz

“’Ready To Go’ will rule the world. An undeniable triumph.”

-HITS

“Republica mixes sweet-tart melodies and bratty charm with postmodern techno flourishes. The yummy hooks and breathless dance beats on tracks such as ‘Drop Dead Gorgeous’ and ‘Ready To Go’ are as irresistible as singer Saffron’s Debbie Harry -meets - Siouxsie Sioux moxie. Pure, exhilarating fun.”

-Los Angeles Times

“’Ready To Go’ is a chugging, immensely catchy number that deftly combines driving beats and industrial flourishes with singer Saffron’s charismatic vocal charms. Rare in this day and age is the album’s abundance of hits beyond the single and opening track.”

-Capital Times

“Plug the Go-Go’s finger into an electric socket and you might come up with something that sounds like Republica. Much like that perky power-pop act of the ‘80s, Republica unleashes catchy hooks on frothy material but modernises it with elements of industrial rock and techno dance.”

-Miami Herald

“Track for track, Republica is the most enjoyable record that’s been released in ages. It’s so refreshing to hear something in the vein that actually makes you feel good.”

-RIP

“Republica have one of the best albums to come out this year.”

-Fix

“FIVE TO WATCH FOR 1997: Republica - London New Wavers who’ve incorporated a dance beat into their absurdly catchy tunes. Big in the US, where front girl Saffron is a top alternative babe pin-up.”

-The Guardian

“A simply excellent set.”

-NME

