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Mini Biography

Republica are:    

Saffron - Vocals

Tim Dorney - Keyboards

Andy Todd - Keyboards

Johnny Male - Guitar

Dave Barborossa - Drums
After working together on several projects, Tim Dorney and Andy Todd decided to form a band. They originally planned to record an instrumental track for the club scene. However, after fellow musicians suggested that the track should have lyrics, a singer/songwriter called Saffron joined. These three formed a writing partnership and wrote their first track "Out Of This World" (this later became "Out Of The Darkness"). The band were signed to Deconstruction Records on the strength of this track alone. Republica's goal was to return clever lyrics and melodies, with relentless, driving, upbeat music back to the stagnating club scene of London. The anthemic "Ready To Go" was the first track to be released. 

"Dont You Ever" was released next, showing their audience that Republica was able to produce widely contrasting sounds.

Their first concert venue was the Royal Albert Hall.

Saffron was born in Nigeria and has a Portuguese, Chinese and English ancestry. 

She trained as a ballet dancer aged 3 years. She has worked with N-Joi, The Shamen, Jah Wobble and Mark Moore.

Andy Todd has produced songs for both Bjork and Barbara Streisand.

Tim Dorney previously had some success as a songwriter for Flowered Up on a 12inch record called "Weekender".

Tim and Andy write most of the music and also do lyrics, while Saffron writes lyrics and melody.
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Garbage, Republica and More....

visigoth@hotmail.com
REPUBLICA: another band, relatively new to the US, led by lead singer Saffron...this band is excellent. Their current hit single is "Ready to Go."  Saffron describes their music as "techno pop punk rock." Republica broke onto the scene in 1994, with their promo discs "Out of This World" and "Bloke." My favorite track on their debut album has to be "Picture Me." 

On September 24th, Republica appeared on Late Night With Conan O'Brien. For more information on this band, click on the link below.

This page still under CONSTRUCTION. (But feel free to wander back in a week or so, or leave me e-mail with thoughts, suggestions or whatever!)

......special thanks to Tripod for providing this space for me......

LAST UPDATED: Saturday, October 05, 1996. 

Some good stuff here.......

Cafe Montmartre....the Unofficial Garbage Page

Windows 95 Annoyances: Hack Win 95 to your liking!

Terminal X: One of the BEST X-Files pages around.

REPUBLICA's page on the web.....

Do you dread school? Here's a solution for you.

The White House BBS....a good place to call!

The Unofficial Portishead Page

Fox's MILLENIUM Homepage

Justpeople have been here since October 1st, 1996....
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[(No source or date from the article below)]
the band
With a music pedigree that takes win, place, and show and a single that takes the term pop/dance/metal to a new level of legitimacy, REPUBLICA show the world that London, England is where you go to find the sound that moves. “Ready To Go” is that single, and it’s infectious beat makes you wonder how you could listen anything else.

Built around a songwriting nucleus of Tim Dorney and erstwhile Flowered Up keyboardist and engineer Andy Todd, the band formed in 1993. Dorney and Todd met originally during recording sessions for Soul Family Sensation and found the opportunity to pair up when Camden’s baggy chancers disintegrated. Dorney and Todd reconvened with the aim of doing “something underground and dancey”. The result was Out Of This World, an instrumental friends suggested would benefit from a vocal. Enter Saffron, former singer with N-Joi, who topped it off perfectly and completed the line-up. Part of the band’s appeal lies in the ability to weld hooklines to sharp lyrics. Their debut UK single Bloke, released last March, was a swipe at wide boys driving flash-motors - underlining the band’s desire to steer clear of hands-in-the-air dancefloor vacuousness. “Our intention from the start was to avoid that ‘I’ll take your higher’ bollocks that persists in dance music,” agrees Dorney. “We decided if we were going to have lyrics they might as well say something.”

In Republica’s case it’s not just what they say, but the way they say it - in particular Saffron, with her bobbed hair and oriental looks. M People’s Mike Pickering has described her as “Siouxsie meets techno” and her strident delivery and bouncy attitude make it easy to see what he means. Now augmented to a six-piece live outfit, including ex-Bow Wow Wow sticksman Dave Barborossa on live drums, the band is touring the United States, and that will only further prove the fact that REPUBLICA is the band you need to hear.
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Rollingstone.com

REPUBLICA

The Whisky, Los Angeles, Nov. 21, 1996 

Crash and survive: The Dave Matthews Band (from left) Leroi Moore, Stefan Lessard, Dave Matthews, Boyd Tinsley and Carter Beaufo

Though flawed, Republica may herald a comeback to dance and sex in the music scene. The band offers a danceable bridge from technoto alternative/punk, possibly a new milestone for people into dancing, but not into hip-hop, the industry's excuse for '90s dance music. 

To understand how important this may be, consider that the entire music business has traditionally run on danceable music. From the 1950s sock hops to the disco craze and to the acts five years ago like Madonna, Michael Jackson and Paula Abdul, dance drove it all. People used to go to clubs and actually show off their bodies rather than their attitudes.

Hip-hop and bad European XTC-techno has been all we had to go on since the Michael Jackson era and now there may be an alternative. The band's lead singer Saffron oozes sex from every pore as she dances through the set highlighted by the modern rock hit "Ready To Go" and "Bloke."

The lyrics have the angry slant of some punk, but pose a slightlyschizophrenic counterpart with the music, which is bouncy and sensual. It's sort of Sex Pistols meet Blondie, which if you think about it, is a perfect mix.

Saffron, who was born in Nigeria and is Portuguese, Chinese and English, hit the stage running with the opener "Drop Dead Gorgeous" which blends sex and fury, a la Alanis Morissette. Live, the group has twice the energy and power of their RCA debut.

On songs like "Bitch" and the come hither tunes such as "Get Off," she was a whirling dervish -- a mix of the Energizer bunny and an aerobic instructor. The audience didn't know whether to mosh or just have group sex. It resulted in one of the weirdest most pits ever, some participants kissing, others shoving.

The band was started by the two able keyboard players Tim Dorney and Andy Todd, but Saffron makes the band tick, like she did the hearts of most males in the audience. Drummer Dave Barborassa, formerly with Bow Bow Wow and Adam and the Ants also stands out. Republica ultimately walks down their own gangplank in terms ofexecution of the music they define, often sloppy and too anxious. But for now, its enough.
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Rollingstone.com

TOOL
Roseland Ballroom, New York, 

Nov. 21, 1996 

Sex Pistols meet Blondie in the guise of Republica: (from left) Andy Todd, Saffron and Tim Dorney.

It takes five songs. That's about how long is needed before five thousand people realize they're in for a world of shit. "It's about abuse," revealed singer Maynard Keenan, to what was merely the embryonic stage of a long and sordid evening. The half-man, half hairless mouse-looking Keenan knew exactly what he was in for at the Roseland Ballroom, and in a fetal position, he shared it with everyone within earshot. Tool have always been amusingly shy and quietly mysterious when it comes to the general public and their first New York appearance on this tour wasn't any different. 

Keenan, slathered from tooth to toenail in what appeared to be gold shellac, spent the better part of the first three songs facing the backdrop. It's safe to say nobody really gave a rat's ass whether he was facing the audience or standing on his head. The crowd was just happy to be part of this ill-mannered locomotive, and seemed a delirious, disoriented, head-scratching mass as Tool ripped through "Stinkfist."

Armed with two microphones and what later turned out to be a light coating of blue semi-gloss, a humble Keenan pined away as if this was the first time he'd been out of the house in years. Tool fans were led by the hand like a pack of virgins through "Sober" and "Prison Sex" before being verbally assaulted with a battery of the finest of Ænima. Indeed, the band performed as if they were on a secret mission and the closest resemblance to a breather was the five-minute "Intermission," so fans could gather what was left of their bearings before Keenan went back for another nibble on their collective psyche.

When all was said and done there really wasn't much to say. Folks scratched their heads, rubbed their eyes and licked their wounds. The only problem was nobody could decide which took a greater toll on them -- the mental or the physical abuse. It didn't make a bit of difference to Tool because for them, it's all about abuse and they had a two-for-one special on the menu.
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Saffron from "Republica" - great dance-type music with an edge. A lot of kick ass songs,although you probably won't like the lyrics in "drop dead gorgeous-"Ya, my ex-boyfriend lies, ya ya he does it all the time, it's just a natural disguise, ya ya but he's drop dead gorgeous" but the other songs are great. Something tells me this song is satire anyway.
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Article by Nelly Hernandez.  

Edgy Wit puts REPUBLICA on the map.
Thanks to REPUBLICA's appearance on MTV's Fashionably Loud in February, the band's star is finally on the rise. The program, which combines live music and catwalk fashion action, was the perfect platform for the band, whose edgy combination of rock and roll and fashion play off each other for maximum impact. Watching singer Saffron and bandmates Tim Dorney and Andy 'Toddy' Todd perform while supermodels strutted in the latest garb struck a chord with the audience and this viewer as well.

REPUBLICA was formed in 1994 in England, and soon released its first single, the very danceable Bloke. Saffron, the twenty-something vocalist formerly of the band N-Joi and whose singing credits include work with the semi-hard, rave-in-a-rush band The Prodigy, also contributes to the song writing efforts. Her songwriting and lyric talents fuse mightily with Dorney and Todd's, and between the three of them they have crafted a self-titled debut album that sets REPUBLICA apart from many ofthe other alterna-hip techno-type bands crowding the scene.

Part of REPUBLICA's charm can be attributed to the band's flawless meshing of several musical styles, including techno, house, punk and pop, as well as their reality-based, no-nonsense lyrics. On Bloke, for example, Saffron sings to a Mr. Have-It-All : When the weekend's gone you go to work/In a nasty office as a filing clerk and You've got credit cards, megadrive/Fax me lunch, Mr. 9-to-5. No nonsense, to be sure, but eventually the mix of her repulsion and attraction get the best of her : I'm gonna take you on.

Until now, the band's visibility in the States has been minor. With their single Drop Dead Gorgeous (on the soundtrack of Wes Craven's film Scream), however, their visibility, and their own drop-dead gorgeous lead singer's, is on the rise. The tune cleverly turns the tables on the woman-as-sex-object concept, referring to an ex-boyfriend as a lying, deceitful cad whose shortcomings are ultimately forgiven because he's drop dead gorgeous.

REPUBLICA's unusual mix of house rhythms, punk aggression and rhythm-driven vocals has prompted the critics to rave : Sassy lyrics to a techno-pop beat that doesn't bog down into the typical dance-hall drone (Chicago Sun-Times); [They] have grafted the powerchords and hook-laden pop of early '80s New Wave into a driving '90s groove (Rolling Stone); and yummy hooks and breathless dance beats ... pure exhilarating fun (Los Angeles Times).

Glowing reviews aside, REPUBLICA is not for the techno-phobic. Although the album manages to mesh several musical forms effortlessly throughout the album, some cuts suffer from the absence of guitar. Out of the Darkness and Bitch, in particular, come off empty, harking back to the early days of electronic music. Another song, Wrapp, doesn't feature guitars either, but its go-go lyrics (Wrap your arms and your legs and your hands and your tongue), marching beat and short length (under two minutes) save it from disappearing into an electro-crude vacuum.

Singer Saffron credits Blondie, Siouxsie and the Banshees and The Cure as her influences. Her singing voice, commanding and harsh but by turns sultry and smooth, displays elements of all three of these groups' singers. You can hear them at work in Picture Me, in which she sings Picture me on a postcard/Picture me on a magazine/Call me on my private number/You've got my photograph on your bedroom wall. Very Debbie Harry, with a South London accent, of course.

The band completed its European tour last month. This month they're scheduled to tour the States, but venues are unconfirmed. They may be coming to a republic near you. 
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Saffron/Republica 

"...they'll rescue anyone who can't wait for Blondie to come back."-On Republica and the album, Republica (Freedberg, 23 May 1996) 

"[A] Debbie Harry for the Oasis generation. Like Harry she's charismatic, which compensates for a Harryishly thin voice and the blokeyness of the rest of the lineup. Unlike Harry, her magnetism stems from a cool composure that verges on imperiousness."--On Republica's lead singer Saffron (Sullivan, Caroline, 17 February 1997, T10) 

"Musically a cross between Blondie and the Prodigy," which "derived their impact from Saffron's delivery."--On Republica (Sullivan, Caroline, 17 February 1997, T10) 

"The UK has never had its own Deborah Harry-cum-Madonna, which is where Brixton-based Saffron comes in."--On Saffron's potential to become the equivalent of Deborah Harry and Madonna (Sullivan, Caroline, 28 February 1997) 

"'Ready To Go' recalls the pumped-up energy of 'Dreaming.'"--On Republica's single, "Ready To Go," which is the song most similar to Blondie's sound (Myers, 23) 

"Saffron's more of an updated, high-street version [than Harry], but she's [i.e. Saffron's] got enough charm to carry the band...."--On parallels between Saffron and Harry (Myers, 23) 

http://www2.drury.edu/ametz/blondin2.htm
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Republica

Ready for Success
Nürburgring: Freitag, 16.05.97, Movetown

Nürnberg: Sonntag, 18.05.97, AlternatentHier

gibt's Clips und Sounds!

Icon oder Titel klicken

Probleme?

Ready to Go

Modem

ISDN

Ready to Go

They’re british and their booming. Tatsächlich, Republica stammen aus dem Landes des Britpops und liegen mit Ready to Go gut im Rennen. Sie boomen in den Staaten, in Deutschland, in Australien und sogar in Japan. Nur nicht zuhause. Denn Republica machen weder Britpop noch Techno, das einzige was die englische Musikindustrie derzeit zu interessieren scheint. “Techno Pop Punk Rock" nennt Sängerin Saffron ihre Musik. Und irgendwie stimmt das auch. Bei Republica hört man die persönlichen Vorlieben wie Blondie-, Clash- oder New Order durch. 

1994 debütierten Republica mit den später heiß begehrten Maxis Out of this World und Bloke, die umgehend zu Clubhits wurden. Die meisten Bandmitglieder hatten schon zuvor Erfahrungen gesammelt. So spielte Keyboarder Tim Dorney davor bei “Flowered Up", bevor er mit Andrew Todd beschloß eine Band zu gründen und Freunde ihnen sagten, daß sie eine Sängerin und Songwriterin wie Saffron bräuchten. Saffron bietet als rothaarige Frontfrau mit einer Stimme, die Debbie Harry erinnert, den nötigen Blickfang. Außerdem läßt sich über sie sagen, daß sie mit portugiesischen, chinesischen und englischen Vorfahren eine gewisse Exotik ihr eigen nennt. Später gesellten sich noch Gitarrist Jonny Male und Schlagzeuger Dave Barborossa (früher “Bow  wow wow") zur Band. Inzwischen gibt es Ready to Go, Fernsehauftritte (beispielsweise bei “Top of the Pops"), Promotouren und richtige Touren (zum Beispiel als Support von “Moby", “M-People" und letztens in Europa von den “Fun Lovin Criminals"). Saffron hat eine Filmrolle angeboten bekommen und nebenbei denkt man schon an das nächste Album. Vielleicht ja mit einem Ready to Go-Nachfolger, dann nämlich könnten die New York Eishockey Rangers ihre derzeitige Hymne ersetzen. (vt) 

Die offizielle Republica-Site: http://www.republica.com
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Georgeous sex bomb Saffron from Republica continues her conquest of the fashion world with an interactive shop window in London's Selfridges Department store. 

What exactly you'll be able to do with the lady interactively remains unclear, though it's worth remembering that Saffron was once Miss UK. Even more embarrassing for her is another secret that older music lovers may recall . . . . . 

Remember a video called "I Am The One and Only" by the one and only Chesney Hawkes? 

Well, Saffron played his girlfriend and, yes, she's the one giving lucky Chesney a full-on tongue-in snog . . .

http://www.dancesite.com/arc/aug97/15.htm
[11]

SAFFRON`S SELFRIDGE
Republica`s singer, Saffron now has her own window display in London`s "Selfridges", (a top London department store).Others who have gained their window display are Richard Branson and the model wife of David Bowie, Iman.If you fancy seeing Saffron at the store for the unveiling of her window display, you can go to the store on September 8.The display will include blow-up pictures of Saffron and facts about her life.The display may eventually even be made interactive, by letting customers and passers by press buttons to move things around in the window!

http://thefishbowl.demon.co.uk/popscene/musicnews.html 
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BMG News 16/04/98 

Music news 

a BMG relases spring 

Republica- Saffron from Republica is the new face of Diet Pepsi. Saffron was chosen for her streetwise, confident image. She will lead Diet Pepsi’s promotion with high  street retailer, Jeffry Rogers. Shoppers receive a free can of drink with the purchase of a garment and received 5% off their next purchase. Instant win cards offer a range of prizes including tickets to the Cosmopolitan show where Saffron will open Diet Pepsi’s first catwalk. 

Information source: BMG Baltic States 

[ Finance ][ Sport news ][ Music news ][ Information about Latvia ][ Internet news ][ Homepage] 

© Lattelekom  webmaster@apollo.lv
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[The Sun - Sept 98]

Biz Bitz

The Lightning Seeds’ Ian Broudie, MTV host Donna Air and TFI’s Catalina were spotted at Republica’s sellout show in Camden, North London.
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Quinta-feira,

3 de dezembro de 1998   

O grupo britânico Republica viu o futuro e achou tudo parecido com a década de 80 

Mais um conjunto a misturar guitarras com batidas eletrônicas e soar como new wave; o trio diferencia-se apenas pela cor do cabelo de sua vocalista.

A melhor coisa sobre o grupo britânico Republica é o cabelo da vocalista. Saffron usa um corte chanel pintado de vermelho-tinta-de-parede, com uma textura látex que contrasta com a imagem convencional do resto da banda. Coitado, um dos dois integrantes masculinos é até careca. 

Ao passar da capa para o conteúdo, Republica perde a graça. Ouvir uma faixa do grupo é como saber que o nome verdadeiro de Saffron é Samantha Sprackling. E que ela diz que era atriz e trabalhou no Hair, ops... The Rocky Horror Show. 

O hit Ready to Go tocou bastante há dois anos. Na época, parecia boa idéia. Uma volta ao pop descartável de vocal adocicado das Go-Go's. Mas, aos poucos, o verniz começou a descascar, revelando batidas eletrônicas e pretensão modernizante. 

Em Speed Ballads, segundo álbum do Republica, a combinação de guitarra, eletrônica e futurismo colegial já é de irritar. Explorando temas de ficção científica, Republica imagina um futuro em que tudo será mais rápido, mais duro e mais parecido com a década de 80. Cruze o filme Blade Runner com a banda Transvision Vamp para clonar um neurônio da banda. 

Músicas como Luxury Cage e - inevitável - Millenium sugerem que o paraíso do consumo não será um lugar legal para se viver no século 21. Uau. 

O novo single, From Rush Hour with Love, não passa de new wave genérico, que já não fazia sucesso quando era interpretado por grupos da estirpe de um The Photos ou um T Pau. Como diz o título de outra faixa: Nothing's Feeling New. Nada de novo sob o sol, com ou sem chuva ácida. 

Já que o pop é descartável, melhor descartá-lo logo. Assim fica mais fácil admirar o penteado de Saffron. Com nome de supermodelo, a cantora estrelou um comercial recente da Pepsi no Reino Unido. Só que em Speed Ballads, ela canta que "refrigerantes apodrecem seu cérebro". Essa é boa, Saffron. (M.P.) 

http://www.estado.com.br/edicao/pano/98/12/02/ca2523.html 
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Republica 

Nigerian born Saffron started singing on British club/dance records (with limited success) in the early '90s. In '95, she teamed up with composer/keyboardist Tim Dorney and keyboardist Andy Todd. They worked on songs adding guitarist Johnny Male and drummer Dave Barborossa to the mix. With a Punk/Rock/Dance sound, Republica hit pay dirt with the single "Ready To Go" from their self-titled debut album. It was an incredibly forceful acoustic/electric blend that was also extraordinarily catchy. Aside from being a Top Ten Alt. Rock hit, "Ready To Go" was ideal for commercials, for cars and fast food mostly, where it has appeared regularly. "Speed Ballads" came out in '98 but only received U.K. distribution. 

Republica fits under the "one hit wonder" category. Fortunately, Male's pulsating guitar and Saffron's edgy but suggestive vocals, made "Ready To Go" a great hit. 

Republica's self-titled debut is the only album available in the U.S. However, there are only two great songs, "Ready To Go" and the less successful but nearly as good "Drop Dead Gorgeous." The remainder of the album is a disconnected wall of sound. "Speed Ballads" shows up as an import on occasion but it isn't worth the trip.  

http://www.rockintown.com/dating/republica.html
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Tuesday, March 2, 1999

RCA Records has put the Stateside release of Republica's sophomore album, Speed Ballads, on indefinite hold, according to a spokesperson for the band. The album was originally due in January. Republica has opted to re-enter a recording studio in England to lay down two or three new tracks for the U.S. version of the album. The band also plans to remix a few existing tracks from the English version of Speed Ballads, which surfaced in Europe last October. The remainder of the album will be more or less the same. 

http://www.babylon.gr/news/1999/n0203pen.htm
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2-9-99 Nicole Appleton and Huey arrived at the Met bar in london together and according to NME are a couple. Fast and Saffron have officially split up and Saffron is now dating Alex Lowe from Hurricane #1 

16-5-99 Fast and Saffron from Republica, have split up, as reported in Melody Maker.... 

22-2-99 There was a little punch up between FLC and UK group Underworld at Big Day Out festival in Sydney Australia. Click here for a Real Video clip with Huey talking about it! Huey allegedly took a swing at Underworld's Karl Hyde. Fun Lovin' Criminals have accused Hyde of saying some "really, really nasty things about her" in the press. Hyde later told a reporter Underworld was "not into the New York gangster vibe". Ongoing animosity between the two bands goes back to when Hyde was romantically linked to Republica's lead Saffron about the time her band was touring America in 1996 and she met Fast, her current boyfriend.

http://lcity.com/flc/oldnews.html
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26/05/2000

Puppy Pledges!

As part of The BUAV's Dogs 2000 Campaign to end experiments on dogs in the UK, we are now collecting signatures for our Puppy Pledges! Every pledge represents one of the paws of the thousands of dogs who die in UK laboratories every year in cruel and unnecessary experiments. We are aiming to collect thousands of signed paw-shaped pledges by October, when we will hand them in to the Prime Minister at Downing Street in protest at the suffering endured by 'man's best friend'. Jeremy Cunningham of The Levellers and Saffron of Republica have already signed! 

Click here for the Puppy Pledge Update
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REPUBLICA - Ready to go where? The U.K. rock group's second Deconstruction LP, 1998's "Speed Ballads," inexplicably did not cross the Atlantic to the states. Singer Saffron was among the artists featured at the Ian Dury tribute show June 16 at London's Brixton Academy. They are now working on a third album.
http://pauseandplay.com/column1203.htm 
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Aprel 21, 2001

ACE RESPONSE TO SOLO PLAN
LEMMY from MOTORHEAD, GAY DAD's CLIFF JONES, JJ BURNELL from THE STRANGLERS and SAFFRON from REPUBLICA have all recorded vocals for the solo album by SKUNK ANANSIE guitarist ACE.

As previously revealed on NME.COM, Skunk Anansie split earlier in the week after seven years. Details are now emerging about the band's various solo projects, and Ace has confirmed he has asked a selection of his "rock mates" to appear on his forthcoming project.

Speaking on the official Skunk Anansie website, www.skunkanansie.com, Ace said: "Firstly I wrote and programmed the music for the songs, and then asked musician friends to record them with me, before I sent the tapes to the singers to write the lyrics. I decided to produce the album myself...the musicians played amazingly and we had a lot of fun."

All the former members of Skunk Anansie will also appear on the record.

The tracklisting for the album is (not in order):

* 'Jet to California' - (featuring Jason Perry from A)

* 'X Amount' - (featuring Heitham Al Sayed from Senser)

* 'Skiers of Texas' - (featuring JJ Burnell from The Stranglers)

* 'There's No Pleasin' Some People' - (featuring Saffron from Republica)
* '45 Grave' - (featuring Cliff Jones from Gay Dad)

* 'Back Up'

* 'Between You and Me' - (featuring Skin)

* 'Crazy'

* 'Il Piu Grande Di Tutti I DJ'

* 'Murder' - (featuring Lemmy from Motorhead)

* 'No Fear Of Falling'

* 'Your Face Hurts' - (featuring Yap from One Minute Silence)

The as-yet-untitled album should follow later in the year, although a release date is yet to be finalised, according to a spokesperson for the band's label Virgin Records.
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May 2001

Message in the Music to be released, with Original Mix, Sunshine Mix, Marc Kulaks Dark Tribal Mix and The Accapella. Licensing Available.

Remixing new track by Republica's Saffron, Check back for details.

House Session Records - Launch Party for Marc Kulak 'Hands' Friday 25th May 2001 - Stuttgart Germany - Marc Kulak Djing

http://www.marckulak.com/ne-text.htm 
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Republica 

This crossover pop outfit began to take shape in London in 1994 when Tim Dorney (b. 30 March 1965, Ascot, England; keyboards, ex-Flowered Up), teamed up with engineer Andy Todd (keyboards/bass). They found Saffron (b. Samantha Sprackling, 3 June 1968, Nigeria; vocals) performing as part of the Prodigy's stage act and began creating a sound that gave club rhythms a radio-friendly, adult pop sheen. Adding drummer David Barbarossa (b. Mauritius; ex-Bow Wow Wow) and guitarist Johnny Male (b. 10 October 1963, Windsor, Berkshire, England; ex-Soul Family Sensation) did nothing to shake off the accusation that they were a crew of refugees from second-rate 80s pop acts, jumping onto the dance music bandwagon. However, the doubters reckoned without the more forgiving US market, which pounced upon the 1996 single "Ready To Go" and thus paved the way for the transatlantic encroachment of more purist UK dance acts such as the Prodigy and the Chemical Brothers. The single was eventually a bigger hit back in the UK but the media still could not forgive them for "bastardizing" dance music, being too old, having an attractive female singer and (most heinous of all) cracking the USA before they had "paid their dues" back home. The band, meanwhile, showed few signs of caring, releasing their debut album in 1997 and enjoying a UK Top 10 hit with "Drop Dead Gorgeous". Musical differences led to the departure of Todd the same year. Speed Ballads was recorded with the band's first permanent drummer, Pete Riley, with Clive Langer and Alan Winstanley handling the bulk of the production. While it contained trademark pop songs such as the debut single "From Rush Hour With Love" (UK number 20), the album also indicated a general maturing of the band's songwriting talents.

Encyclopedia of Popular Music

Copyright Muze UK Ltd. 1989 - 2002

http://www.theiceberg.com/artist/6692/republica/ 
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Starlight Express Facts

11th January 2002

BBC Online
Starlight Express is coming to the end of its run on the London stage after 18 years. 

BBC News Online looks at some of the facts and figures behind the famous show on skates. 

Starlight Express will have played 7,406 times at the Apollo Victoria Theatre in London since 27 March 1984. 

27,600 pairs of skate laces, 27,000 skate wheels, 23,000 toe stops and 5,500 false eyelashes have been used since the show opened. 

The Spice Girls' Melanie B auditioned at the skate school in 1995, while lead singer of pop group Republica, Saffron, real name Samantha Sprackling, was in the show for two years. 

The original London production cost £2.25m to put on, used 750 gallons of paint and varnish, six miles of timber, two and a half acres of sheet wood and 60 tonnes of steel. 

One ticket tout will have been outside the theatre every weekend since the show opened, and has enlisted his grandson to help him. 

Among the most dedicated fans are the Pearton family, who have watched the show every week for the last five years, and postwoman Sally Bliault, from Jersey, who has seen 800 performances. 

An estimated 16.5 million people have watched the show in the UK, United States, Canada, Japan, Australia, Germany and Mexico. 

More than £140m has been taken at the London box office, with a further £310m earned worldwide. 

Andrew Lloyd Webber wrote it for his children - who are now aged 22 and 24. 

24 people have appeared on stage every night, with more than 200 involved in putting the show on. 

The performers are all on roller-skates and play the parts of railway engines and carriages, all with their own personalities. 

The top speed recorded by a skater was 40 mph during a rehearsal. 

New cast members had to attend skate school for four weeks before starting rehearsals. 

Seven weeks of vocal staging and choreography rehearsals followed skate school. 

In November 1992, every aspect of the production was re-worked. The show was re-directed, re-choreographed, re-lit and the set was refurbished. 

Starlight Express won a Tony Award for best costumes in 1987. 

http://www.musicalshows.me.uk/archives/features/starlightfacts.htm 
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Scary Spice, of The Spice Girls, trained in the Skate School for Starlight Express in 1995. Saffron, lead singer for Republica, was in Starlight Express for two years. 

http://www.frutzle.com/stex/facts.asp 
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Komen en gaan voor Pukkelpop

14 juli 2002
Het is de afgelopen dagen een komen en gaan van bands geweest op de affiche voor het belgische Pukkelpop. Leek Brainpower eerst de enige nederlandse afvaardiging naar het festival te zijn, nu zijn ook Within Temptation en Green Lizard vastgelegd. Net als op Lowlands zal Junkie XL een volledige set afdraaien en live worden bijgestaan door onder andere Saffron van Republica. Helaas zijn er ook wat namen van de affiche verdwenen. Dillinger Escape Plan heeft helaas verstek moeten laten gaan, zij worden vervangen door Murder Dolls. Ook DJ Peretz, 3rd Strike en High on Fire zullen niet op Pukkelpop verschijnen. Wie dan weer wel komen zijn Luke Slater, Pretty Girls Make Graves, singer songwriter Alice Rose, DJ Buscemi, Killa Kela en het zuid afrikaanse Bongo Maffin.

http://www.musicpagez.com/index.php
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In Silico is the first full-length album of original compositions from party veterans Deepsky. Digital ambience layered with filters complimented by deep, driving four-on-the-floor beats help make “View to a Stairway", an excellent opening track. The third track, “The Mansion World (Deepsky's Trippin' In Unknown Territory Mix)", offers a breakbeat with fuzzy basslines, followed by atmospheric synth lines and vocals. The dark, perhaps inappropriately titled “Smile" drops the aggressive vocals of Saffron (formerly of Republica) alongside ripping synth-lines, rolling breakbeats and a chorus that repeats the phrase “shot down in flames." Most of the eleven tracks are solid trancey grooves that don’t particularly stand out on their own and favor the early morning dancefloor crowd rather than the living room listener. The vocal tracks offer something more, with complex layers and melodies to help the listener latch on. As an album, this would be best heard following a long night when you find yourself pulling down the shades to prevent the harsh beams of the rising sun from penetrating your living room. (Kinetic/CD/USA) www.kineticrecords.com

http://www.weeklydig.com/?ContentId=52 
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ArtiestDonderdag 9 Januari 2003> Home > Producties > Artiesten Junkie XL - [DJ/Producer]

Toegevoegd door Chris op Zondag 8 September 2002
Discografie:

The Dutch band Junkie XL started in 1995 and debuted in 1997 with their album "Saturday Teenage Kick". Their music is a mix of rock and big beats, often compared with the sound of The Prodigy and The Chemical Brothers. The power of this music is absolutely best expressed in a live performance. Junkie XL is one of the first bands that plays modern electronic music and combines it with a good live show.

Junkie XL's music is a mixture of styles; alternative dance with a rock-attitude. The real Junkie XL-feel is probably in "Saturday Teenage Kick": an uptempo hip-hop beat with a groovy guitar and Rudeboy behind the mic.

Junkie XL's name is based on what Tom Holkenborg described as his "studio-junkie" reputation. He's seen as a real workaholic. The XL is referring to the process of "eXpanding Limits" (of perception, reality, etc.).

On stage Tom Holkenborg is the main man, the sequencer. All sounds played on stage come through his desk and he adds all kinds of effects to them. Tom once said: "The basic ingredient that separates us from other electronic bands is that groups like Fatboy Slim are presented as dance acts with rock guitars. I consider us more of an alternative rock-band using dance tools."

According to Tom it is very hard to perform this kind of music live: "To soon you end up sounding like a school band", says the man behind the music. After a lot of rehearsing, the band first performed in "De Melkweg" in Amsterdam, November 1997. A few months later the band did some shows with The Prodigy who were touring in Germany. After that little tour, lots of people claimed (including Liam Howlett...) that Junkie XL stealed the music-concept from The Prodigy. But all the Junkie XL-fans know that that's not true, 'cos Tom was already mixing rock and electro with Nerve.

Junkie XL did an amazing tour in America. They played in about 80 cities (on their own and for example with Gravity Kills. Junkie XL ended to be first in the Dance Pool Charts (which means that 20.000 American club-dj's selected the Junkie-song to be the best song of the year). Their popularity was also indicated by the fact that MTV called Junkie XL to ask if they could broadcast the "Billy Club" video (Roadrunner has no contact with MTV....). By the way, Junkie XL has a contract with Roadrunner for 5 (!) albums......

Tom Holkenborg wants the Junkie XL-music to be a combination of dance and rock music. The music must be timeless, like (for example) The Beatles. At the first album "Saturday Teenage Kick", the rock-sound dominated. Although this debut-album was a great success, Tom didn't think it was timeless. The second Junkie XL album "Big Sounds Of The Drags", released in 1999, is more a dance-album with a 70's sound.

At the end of 1999, Junkie XL stopped playing with a whole band on stage. The cooperation (Dino Cazares, Rene van der Zee, Baz Mattie and Frankie D. were not real members of Junkie XL, they were just working together with Tom) stopped because of financial reasons and because of the fact that Tom wants to represent a dance-act and that works better with only Tom and Rudeboy on stage...

In June 2000, Rudeboy quitted Junkie XL and Tom plays all performances alone, clearly choosing for the progressive-house style. Respected DJ's like Carl Cox, Pete Tong, Nick Warren, Jo Wiley and Steve Lamaq (BBC Radio One) start putting Junkie XL on their playlists. Six months later, Junkie XL stopped working with Captain Video (who provided the background video's at the live performances).

Nowadays, all the Junkie XL releases appear on Mostiko Records, which is the dance-label of Roadrunner Arcade. In 2001 Junkie XL was doing performances in and outside the Netherlands. Tom used these opportunities to try some new stuff on the audience for the new album.

Since a few months Junkie XL is also well known under the name "JXL" because the remix of Elvis' "A Little Less Conversation" has been released as "Elvis vs JXL". The track, which has been used for the Nike Football commercial, is currently getting a lot of airplay and reached the #1 position in over 20 countries by now.

The third Junkie XL album will be called "Radio JXL - A Broadcast from the Computer Hell Cabin". Unfortunately, it is currently suffering some delays due to the fact that Junkie XL wants to synchronise the release of the album worldwide. Date of release is now set on January 2003. Some very interesting vocalists will appear on the album. Saffron (once singer of Republica) has already recorded "Crusher" and some other tracks. Also Gary Numan recorded a track with Junkie XL in Amsterdam. The names of the other vocalists on the album are kept a secret until the release. Some titles of the tracks on the new album are "Crusher", "Beauty Never Fades", "Breezer", "We're Gonna Rock (Nudge)", "Spirits" and "Destiny". Some of these tracks are currently being used by Junkie XL in the live sets.

Draaistijl:

Techno

Homepage:

http://www.junkiexl.nl 

Boekingen:

cris@primary.uk.com
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FEATURES »
ED CASE »
The line-up of artists on Ed's new album is more eclectic than a Portobello Road junk shop. With everyone from Skunk Anansie's Skin to So Solid's Harvey to Saffron from Republica contributing, we caught up with Ed to find how he put together such a fantastic guestlist...

I find Ed relaxing in a studio at Sony's London HQ. He's been doing interviews all day and I'm the last one in. Expecting him to be strung out and stressed after talking to dance music hacks for hours on end, I find him surprisingly relaxed and pleased to see me. 'I'm used to it' he tells me, 'I got a lot of press with 'Who?' last year so I don't really get fazed by all this stuff anymore.' Ed's been making UK Garage since before the scene's explosion, early tracks like 'Love City' with Donna Cousins were huge even when the scene was still tiny and he narrowly avoided having a major hit with 'It's Love' featuring Filo. 'It would have been huge, it did get signed, but the person who signed it left the label and...well...nothing happened. People still come up to me about that, it will come out, we are getting it back from the label...I think it'll still go, it's just funny how things work out sometimes.' 

Ed doesn't strike you as the kind of person who gets bitter about things. He carried on producing and working with artists, but it wasn't until 'Something In Your Eyes' that Ed started to get some serious attention from the majors...'It would have been a much bigger track if any of the copies had actually had bar codes on!' Ed jokes, but barcodes or not the track was an underground hit. Ed went on to enjoy commercial success with 'Who?' and has now come up with a UK Garage album project quite different from anything released before. 'The dust has settled since the explosion of Garage last year' Ed muses, 'it's on the same kind of level as House and R&B in the UK now. The MC thing is taking a whole new direction once again, not so much the club angle but focusing more on the lyrics. When I started House and Garage was the same thing, now it's split up and even Garage is splitting up, it happens to all music. It's about pushing the boundaries, trying to do something alternative. I caught different vibes in the studio with different artists and I'm not afraid to put out different musics, it's mostly Garage on the album but we've worked with people from other scenes.' 

The first single from the album is collaboration with Skin (formerly of Skunk Anansie), somebody totally removed from the Garage scene, but the end result is a credible and fantastic piece of music pitching UK Garage to a completely different audience; an audience that buys albums. 'She had heard what I was doing before' Ed tells me when I ask him how he linked up with her, 'I sent her a show reel a while back, I approached her about the album; she was at a natural break in her career and she wanted to do it. I felt the end result was something really special. I tried to make a record that will appeal to all kinds of people, a lot of older Garage heads listen to House now, a lot of younger people are getting into Garage, hopefully there is something on the album that everyone can appreciate.' 

As well as Skin, Ed has collaborated with Harvey, Ms Dynamite, Elizabeth Troy, Shawn Escoffery, Ming Xia (from the Spooks), Robbie Craig and Republica's Saffron. 'I'm a producer not an artist' says Ed, 'It's different, to get recognition as a producer I had to use artists as well. I don't want people to think that I got all these people to work with me just because I'm signed to a major, most of them I'd done work with before. Columbia wanted me to work with Destiny's Child, in the end it didn't happen but we got Ming Xia from the Spooks, she's blazing! My friend Joel linked me up with Saffron, he played guitar on a few tracks on my album...I was like...No! Saffron! Really!!! She was really cool...just like; 'Collaborate? Sure! I'll come down next week!' I mean, she's like, a rock-star! We went a bit different on that track, its closer to Big Beat as opposed to Garage, I've been getting nervous about the album over the last few weeks, thinking maybe it's not mainstream enough...(He pauses)...but I believe in it, hopefully the music will speak for itself. It might have been better to do an album a year ago but I think what I've done on this album will last a lot longer than what I'd have done then. I would have had an album of MCing. Four years ago it wasn't possible for people like me to get album deals with the majors; Albums are still a new thing to the UK Garage scene. It's great it's finally happening, I mean, Sony are going to be able to get out a lot more copies than I could from the back of my mum's car! (laughs) which is what I was doing for five or six years...I'm lucky, I've got everything to gain at the moment.'

Ed's Guestlist is released July 1st, the single 'Good Times' feat. Skin is out 17th June. 
http://www.rwdmag.com/music_articles/features/04247-680679/ed_case/
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Tarrentella Feat Saffron - Columbia - Whoop!

The Tarrentella boys are currently in the studio working with Republica vocalist Saffron on a brand new vocal track that is rumoured to be a departure from previous works and will be out later this year on Whoop!

http://www.progressive-sounds.com/12news.asp
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Saffron from the mid 90's band Republica went to Haywards Heath College. 

http://www.thisishaywardsheath.com/pages/hhceleb.htm 
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NME and Melody Maker have reviews running this week (along with lots more ads) for Bad Days EP. 

Melody Maker has Republica as guest reviewers, and they swiftly turn their 'review' into a discussion of whether they should do a 'covers' ep... um, Space have *one* cover, two reworked (apparently) album tracks and two new tracks on this ep (over the formats) ! hmmm. Bit self-absorbed that damn band... MM's own comment being that this is Space 'at their most Liverpudlian' and 'neither as marvelous as 'Ballad' and 'Female' or as bad as 'all those numerous album fillers'! 

NME is better: they comment several times on how much they *want* to hate Space, punch them, etc for being scallys, la... but grudgingly admit that they are a top singles band, and this is another great single, with a bit of thought to it, even on the album tracks... oh and they think it's the millionth release off TP... um? 

Sky One Long Play also has the video for WGGOTP on its Debut View (new releases) section this week. MTV also seem to be playing it... 

http://www.amherst.edu/~bgjohnso/space/tin_planet/kris.html
