ATLANTA INTERPRETIVE AREA 2002 AAR and COMMENTS

“My appreciation to the efforts of all that went into realization of an event that was both enjoyable and educational. The venue was beautiful and the attention to authenticity of the off-field areas was well thought out and integrated nicely. I was only able to attend Saturday’s events and my wife and I extend a well done to those who coordinated and participated in the candlelight tour and the night battle in particular. It was a very powerful experience and the most memorable event of the day. This is not in any way a slight to the excellent battle during the daylight hours, but there is no substitute for the closeness to the action as one walks through the lines. I look forward to spending a weekend in the past next year.”
                                                                           Hank Jeanneret

“Gentlemen: After having missed Perryville because of the then impending hurricane threat, and then hearing how great that event was, I was seriously bummed. The choice to go to Atlanta was undeniably, for ume a "makeup." Although I can't say I am glad I missed Perryville, after having seen the way that the Atlanta event was run, I would have to say, for me, that this event ranked among the best. Certainly this was not a "hard core" full immersion event. But an event does not have to be full immersion in order to be satisfying. This event was without a doubt the best run event I have ever been to. The logistics, parking and registration were flawless. The "sinks" were always clean and even smelled good. There was always plenty of water, wood, and even straw. The site, although not by any stretch in the "boondocks" was very beautiful and relatively free of intrusions. The weather, although a bit chilly on Friday night, was without equal. The interpretive program was without a doubt, the best I have ever seen. I think this is mostly because of the outstanding ogganizational efforts of Jim Butler, however, all of the authentic reenactors did a great job and contributed great impressions that added to the whole. There seemed to be none of the petty complaining, politics and bitching that usually goes on at these events. Everyone seemed to be in a very "academic" mindset, interested in putting on a accurate, history oriented program. The absence of "yahooism" was conspicuous. The result was the creation of historical performance art images that were truly awesome. If our "job" as living historians is to try to educate public, then this was accomplished in first class manner. Every event does not have to be a first person forced march to be satisfying for those uf us who try do do better than the average beercan farb. The battle Sunday was well scripted and EVERYONE had fate cards. This was essential, and it seemed that everyone followed the script pretty well. I noticed some exceptional use of the buglers from the Federal side Sunday (sorry, I was not on the Confederate side) and after it was done "Taps" resounded beautifully throughout the little valley, creating a very solemn and appropriate conclusion. We hope that everyone enjoyed the contribution of Mr. Doolittle and Mr. Moses. We are sorry that Messers Zimmerman and Murphy could not make it, but I am sure that they will be there "next time."”

                                                                              Steve Zimmerman

MAJOR BUTLERS ATLANTA IA 2002 AAR

THURS:
The authentic civilians of the Southern Refugee Society arrived thursday and set-up with more to follow on friday. Wood had been dumped for civilians and military. The wood was very poor and I called it "PITA" Wood (Pain-in-the-arse wood) as it was stubborn to burn, generate heat or create hot coals. Water was close for the authentic civilians, but a bit far for the military in the IA. The weather was VERY beautiful and clear during the day (except very late Sunday). 
FRI:
Registration and check-in was relatively quick and easy. Shuttle buses ran and were convienent to the parking lot. Some did complain about having to pay for straw.
I arrived at dawn on site to the IA tent fly. Set-up our Staff Officer desk with Robbie's help and put up signage.
The Staff Officers of the IA arrived throughout the day friday. They checked in folks into the evening. Most of the Staff walked the route and finalized our plans for the Candlelight Tours. A sally-port was built for the tours on the trenches. 
Across from the IA tent fly was the mainstreamers, open "Living History" area. There was one fella who did firing demos there friday morning, but no others ever appeared. Friday morning for about 3 hours, 3000 school kids from Rockdale county visited the event (they paid $5 each). They were led in groups and supervised. But, there were about 15% of them who wandered about unsupervised and getting a bit unruly in my opinion. But, for the most part it went very smooth and many of the kids came away with new information. Thanks to the authentic civilians, Staff Officers of the IA, Randy Hix & Shane Carney for doing common solider demos for these school kids. 
A film crew was there filming a movie, "Strike the Tents". We were not contacted prior to the event about this fact, but the men conducted themselves as gentlemen as we faced a couple of delays to get to camp for the Federals and being forced to depart the trenches Saturday morning for 3 hours for the Confederates. 
Friday evening we conducted a walk-thru with about half of the IA participants. Friday evening was very chilly (probably about 34 degrees). This led to many reenactors to come out early saturday morning so as to avoid being out in two cold evenings. The walk-thru went well and was completed in about an hour.
The Federals camped in a nice flat, grassy depression with a 3'-4' windbreak along a treeline. Deadfall was plentiful and better than the events "PITA" wood. The Confederates camped in the trenches. These were about 3' deep with a 2' of earth in front with a headlog. The men improved these for comfort. Camp officers were assigned and formed wood, sapper and water details to ready for the evening.
The Federals were under the command of Col. Dave Thomas of the Hardee Guard battalion. They did an admirable job of portraying the 52nd Ohio. The Confederates were commanded by Hunter Poythress and Matt Grubb. They too did a top shelf job as well! My thanks to all of the fellas under your command, they did an admirable job! Thanks to the Salt River Rifles, GA Regulars, 57th GA, State Line and other groups who brought the IA alive.
Thank you to the civilians for feeding the Staff Officer throughout the weekend. You really looked over us as we worked on this effort.
SAT:
After making it thru the chilly evening of friday, many of the remaining reenactors in the IA arrived early saturday. One of the mainstream battalions took part in the movie Saturday morning. Very few IA participants were willing to take part in the movie as its research and impressions were of little importance to the producers.
After colors, we did another dry run of the Candlelight Program while everyone was present. We also gave instructions for the daylight IA programs as well. The authentic civilians of the Southern Refugee Society then issued 40 comfort bags to many of the IA participants. The effort you ladies put into those is appreciate! You ladies are a Huckleberry above a persimmon! 
Saturdays battle was the Battle of Bald Hill. The campaign battalions were given fate cards with appropriate losses. The Staff Officers took to the crowd and did some presentations for the crowd prior to the battle and sold daylight tour tickets for donations to preservation. Many thanks to Peter for his spectacular selling skills on Saturday! IA participants also did common soldier demos to the public at the IA tent fly. Thanks to George Eason and the others for your efforts in this area. Thank you to the authentic civilians for selling Candlelight Tour tickets and raffle tickets (for an authentic, repro doll).
The Federals were in another set of trenches across the field. McPherson's death was simulated, but only about half the spectators could see it. The ambulance with the riderless horse was a nice touch. The Confederates made echelon attacks on the Federal works. It was a typical, powder burner on this one. Not enough hits. The highlight was the GVB wading thru the pond and the Confederate campaigners being pinned down. The daylight tours were led after the battle. Half of fridays tours were unable to go to their first stop as a modern, medical emergency on the field blocked our tour route. 
At 5:30 folks began to gather for the 6 pm start of the first Candlelight Tour. Interpretors were James Wooten, James Hamilton, Guy Parmanter and another gentlemen from Red Top Mtn (I apologize for not writing down your name). Each tour group was led by the Staff Officers who acted as guides. Andrew Jerram and Vickie Rumble organized the people into groups. IA participants were ghosts and could not interact with the public, thus the interpretors. The timeframe for the Candlelight Tour was the night of June 27th, 1864 at and near Cheatham's Hill. Zimmerman and Murphy did an outstanding job entertaining the groups while they waited for their tour to start. The burning pine nuts and your laconic, Laudnum stooge were nice touches. When can I get more Wizard Oil?
Groups were led by 3 scenes in the authentic civilian area. Greg Pace and Nate Petersburg did a nice vignette selling pre-cut, jacket kits to the civilians. They negotiated terms until agreed.
Anne Burgamy led a vignette seeking the Mayor of Atlanta for help in their plight.
Doug Nurse and the civilians also did a nice Federal, forage detail thru the refugees camp. Preston Todd's acting skills stand of note. The Academy Award goes to Anne Burgamy for her Joan Crawfordesque acting.
Then the tour visited a working Federal, field hospital. David Furukawa and Valerie cox did a fine job! Valerie portrayed Doctor Mary Walker of the 52nd Ohio. Her character made for interesting exchanges with the soldiers and David. 
The tour then was led closer to the combat drama. We climbed a small knoll with a large tree. Under the tree, Jeff Mosser led a Confederate Deserter scene. These fellas did a fine job and educated folks on the plight of Confederate soldiers whose starving families were begging them to come home.
Now we descended the hill to its bottom. The Confederate trenches could be seen sihlouted 40 yards at the hill top.
Pinned down along the hill were the men of the 52nd Ohio. The drama seemed very real and the fellas of the Hardee Guard, Salt River Rifles and others did a great job! The highlight was some Federals digging the mine as at the actual battle. The gun glass was in use, but difficult for us to see in the darkness under candlelight.
Then we proceeded to a burial detail conducted between the lines. As they dragged a body into a hole, some Johnnies arrived to trade with the Federal detail. James Wooten also portrayed General Cheatham during two of the tours and mingled with the Federal privates on the detail as they could not tell who he was without any insignia.
Then we climbed the hill to the top of the Confederate trenches. After crossing the sally port, we were on the Confederate side of the trenches. Robby Mitchell and Matt Grubb did a fine job instructing folks on the scene. They too made the drama look realistic. As Federal prisoners tried to surrender and come over the line, they were accidentally shot by their comrades as they shoot at anything that moved. A relief was brought up in haste in fear of a counter attack and they are shunned back to their reserve by the men in the trenches who hold it with pride.
Then we were back to the front of the IA and to the Confederate field hospital. Wally Phillips always does a great job with his field hospital. Their flow of patients and intensity was great.
After the tours, several people approached and thanked us for the enjoyable time they had. Many also returned on Sunday as they had such a good time. Overall, all the comments from spectators and IA participants were resoundingly positive. I believe each IA participant should be commended for their efforts, impressions and dedication to doing a correct portayal to the public. The effort showed in the eyes of the spectators! Thanks to the interpretors, coordinators and Staff Officers (this includes Vickie Rumble with the civilians) for your hard work on keeping things organized and rolling.
Saturday evening many of the IA participants relaxed with a Zimmerman and Murphy show!
Saturday evening was warmer than the night before as some clouds rolled in.
SUN:
Sunday was a relaxed morning. A small, mainstream skirmish fought through some of the IA, but they were of no bother.
Sunday's battle was the Battle of Cheatham Hill. This took place in the IA along the same spot of the Candlelight Tour. The IA participants resoundingly stated they enjoyed this battle better. Again, fate cards were issued to the IA participants. Col. Dave Thomas portrayed Col. Dan McCook admirably. He read to his battalion from "Horatio" prior to the battle as McCook had done in 1864. The assault on the works looked great and the campaigners took appropriate hits. The first portion the battle looked very good. McCook rose to the top of the works and was shot down (as McCook was). Later in the battle, some Confederates moved out of the trenches to do battle. Then a battalion on the Federal right stood 30 yards from the passes and burned powder. Fellas, I was in the crowd and they noticed this looked silly. Take hits at this kind of range. It is better to take two shots and make it look right than to stand toe to toe and no one takes hits for 10 minutes. Overall, the battle went well. Daylight tours were also conducted as they were done on Saturday.
Breakdown of the IA and camp was relatively quick and easy. Shuttle buses, parking and overall event organization was well done. As we left the site, some raindrops began to fall to send us away.
TOTAL MONEY RAISED FOR PRESERVATION WAS JUST OVER $1650.
The money was split between the Allatoona Pass and Pickett's Mill Battlefields. Many thanks to each and every IA participant for making this happen!
Thank you to Staff Officers Robby Mitchell, Vickie Rumble, Gary Banks, Andrew Jerram, Jerry Gouge and Marlin Teat for all your efforts!
Most of all, many thanks to Robby Mitchell and Vickie Rumble for helping me as IA Coordinators for this event. Your friendship, attitudes, knowledge and impressions are duly noted and appreciated.
I may have missed thanking some one, and if I have, I apologize. It took all of you to make it happen and you are all to be commended! Thank You!”

                                                                                     Major Jim Butler
                                                                                  Federal IA Coordinator for Atlanta


