Ala-Zmaj

Part 1

  All the cards have been captured. Sakura and her classmates are going camping on a field trip. But when there, Li starts to notice something strange about Sakura. Can he find out what it is? And will he ever reveal his feelings for Sakura? Is this just another card? Or is there another mysterious force at work here? (Sorry. I had to make Sakura transform two cards in the story to make it work. She has already transformed the Firey card.)

(Noises like a little girl singing)

Sakura could see a silver shimmer in the distance.

“Who are you”

(The girl is still singing)

“What do you want?”

A voice in the distance said, “Help me, Sakura”

“How can I help you?”

The same voice said, “Say you’ll help me, Sakura.”

“Alright then. I’ll help you.”

“Sakura. Wake up. You’re going to be late” 

Sakura woke up and looked at her clock. It said “6:00”

“Kero, its only six. I won’t be late.”

“Yeah, but your going on you’re field trip today”

“Oh no, I forgot.” She dressed as fast as she could and then she shoved a checklist over to Kero. Kero began to run through the list. 

“Sleeping bag?”

“Yes”

“Extra clothes?”

“Yes”

“Spare Shoes?”

“Yes”

“Swimming gear?”

“Yes”

“Clow cards and Star card?”

“Yes”

“Star key?”

“Yes”

“Alarm clock?”

“Hey, that’s not on the list” Kero started to giggle. “Quit it, Kero”

“Sakura, its time for breakfast” her Dad called up the stairs. 

“Okay, dad.” Sakura ran to the door. “Only go down to the kitchen when Tori and Dad are gone, remember that, Kero”

“Okay, Sakura.”

With that, Sakura ran down-stairs, ate her breakfast as quickly as she could, put her safety gear and roller blades on, and she bladed as fast as she could to her school. Her whole class was already getting on the bus when she arrived. “Yes. I made it,” she said, as she got on the bus. “Humph. Late as usual, Avalon,” Li sneered as Sakura got on. Sakura glared at him, and took her seat beside Madison. Zachary, who was sitting beside Li, noticed that he kept looking over at Sakura throughout the journey with an expression on his face close to, admiration? “I never noticed just how much you stare at Sakura before. I thought that you hated her. I guess I was wrong,” Zachary said, just loud enough for Li to hear. Li blushed. 

Across the aisle, Madison and Rita had noticed the same thing. 

“Uh oh, someone’s getting stared at,” Madison said to Sakura. 

“What do you mean Madison?” Sakura asked. 

“Just look behind you and you’ll find out, Sakura.” Rita said to her.

Sakura looked behind her, and across the aisle. She caught Li looking at her for a split second, and then he turned and looked out the window. Sakura could see hints of red on his face. “I don’t know what you guys mean,” Sakura said, as calmly as she could. But Madison wasn’t fooled. “You’ve got an admirer.” She teased. “Who’s got an admirer?” Chelsea asked. 

“Sakura has” Rita replied. 

“Who is it?” Nikki asked, joining in the conversation. 

“Its Li” Madison said, laughing. Sakura blushed slightly. “Ha ha. Do I see someone blushing?” Madison said laughing even more. “You like Li. You like Li.” The girls chorused. “No I don’t,” Sakura said defiantly.  The bus stopped at a forest five minuets later. Mr Terada started to speak.

“Alright everyone. Get out in pairs, collect your tent, pitch it with your partner and get changed for the orienteering”

Madison and Sakura were paired together. They took quite a while trying to pitch the tent. After a few minuets Sakura gave up and collapsed on the ground. “This is hopeless,” she declared out loud. 

“You still haven’t got your tent pitched Avalon?” It was Li. “Let me help.” Li started on the tent, and within the minuet, he had it pitched. “Wow, thanks Li” Sakura said to him. Sakura went inside to change. Madison noticed a slight hint of red on Li’s cheeks. Li ran off to his tent. Madison went in to the tent to change.

Two minuets later the whole class was assembled outside in their gym clothes. “Now, each of you will be designated a partner. You will be given a clipboard, a map and a compass. You must find all ten points on the map and get back here within an hour. Do you understand?”

“Yes Mr Terada” The children chorused.

“Now for the partners. I will call you up in alphabetical order, and tell you who your partner is.

First on the list… Avalon, Sakura.” Sakura walked up in front of the class. “You’re paired with… Li Showron.”  Li came up to the front. Mr Terada handed them the clipboard, map and compass. “Now set off and begin. Be back here in an hour.”

*

“Alright Sakura. We have one thing left to find and (he looked at his watch) fifteen minuets left to find it. I think its (he looked at the map) this way.”  He pointed to the path in front of them and started to walk up the path. “Come on, Sakura.” He called back. Sakura wasn’t moving. “Sakura?” 

Sakura could hear the girl from her dream singing again. “It’s… the song again,” She said quietly. She started to fall backwards. “Sakura.” Li shouted, and he ran forward to catch her.

(The girl is singing in the background again)

Sakura could see the sliver shimmer again.

“It’s you again”

“Yes” the mysterious voice said.

“Who are you” Sakura asked.

“You will know in time.”

“What do you want”

“I want to know if you’re still going to help me”

“Of course”

Someone was shaking her. “Sakura. Wake up.” It was Li.

“Li? Where am I?”

“Were in the forest, remember?”

Sakura sat up. “Oh yeah.”

“Sakura, are you alright?” Li asked, obviously concerned.

“Yeah, I’m fine.” She answered. She could tell that Li didn’t believe her. “Honestly. Come on, we have to find that last number.” She set off down the path, looking all around her. Li ran to catch up. “Its there” she said, pointing at a red and white pole in the ground to their right. She took out the clipboard and wrote down the letter and number. “D 14” she said. “Alright, that’s all of them. Which way to the camp site, Li?”

Li took out the compass and the map. “That way.” He said, pointing to their left. “Alright, let’s go Li,” She said.

*

The class sat down for lunch a few hours later, around one o’ clock. Li was worried about Sakura. He decided to phone Kero to ask him if he knew what was happening. He checked his pockets and his bag, only to find that he had left his cell phone at home. After lunch, he went over to Sakura and asked if he could use her cell phone.  “Sure Li. why do you want it?” 

 “I, uh… just want to, uh call… Wye to tell him when we’ll be back. I forgot to do it before we left.”

As soon as Sakura had gone off to the campsite, Li phoned Kero’s number. 

Kero was playing a video game. “Yeah, one more punch, and your done for. Noo. Your not meant to do that.” Tears streamed down his face. “I lost.” He said. His phone rang.

“Hey Sakura. How are you doing?”

“It’s not Sakura, Kero”

“Kid? What do you want? There's nothing wrong, is there? Is Sakura okay?”

“Everything’s fine. Well, almost everything. Kero, Sakura collapsed earlier today, and when she did, I sensed something strange. It wasn’t Clow Reed’s magic. It was really strange. Do you know what it was?”

“I’ve no idea, kid. But I’m sure its nothing.”

“Okay, Kero. Thanks anyway.” Li said, a little disappointed. He was hoping that he could find some way to help Sakura.

Meanwhile, in the girls’ tent, 

Madison was looking through her bag.

“Oh, no. I forgot my cell phone. Can I borrow yours Sakura?”

“No Madison.”

“Why not? I won’t break it or anything.” Madison said, upset that Sakura wouldn’t lend her her cell phone. 

“It’s not that, Madison. Li borrowed it.”

“Oh. Li borrowed it. That’s okay then.” Madison teased. 

“Sakura, I want to know, do you really like Li?” Nikki asked. 

“Yeah, Sakura.” The rest of the girls said in unison. Sakura thought about it for a while. She had never thought about it before. Deep down, she knew she liked him, no matter how much she tried to deny it. But she wasn’t about to admit that in front of her friends. “I don’t really like him in that way, but I do like him as my friend.” Madison looked at her, unconvinced. 

“Its obvious he likes you, Sakura. You should have seen the way he was staring at you on the bus earlier. (She giggled) It was like his eyes were glued on you” Rita finished.  

Chelsea was looking out the tent entrance. “Guess who’s coming” Chelsea said, giggling.

Li was walking over to the tent. He came in. When he saw that all the girls were there, he blushed slightly. “Here’s your phone back. Thanks.”

“Thank you Li.” 

He blushed more, turned, and left the tent. As soon as he was out of hearing range, everyone burst out laughing. “Did you see that? He was so embarrassed.” Chelsea said. 

“Come on, girls. Time for the scuba diving.” Mr Terada called to them.

*

Sakura’s class was going scuba diving on the near by beach. Everyone was partnered with the same person again. Mr Terada had informed them that they would be partnered with that person through out the trip and they would have to Wright a joint report on the animals and plants that they had seen on the trip. Li wasn’t too happy about being paired with Sakura. Or, at least he acted that way. He was secretly delighted. Li and Sakura put on their gear in silence. They dove into the water and swam as far out and as deep as they could. They saw a few starfish, some coral and an octopus. Li pointed upwards. He started to swim up. Sakura followed. “We could use those starfish and the coral in our report, Sakura.”

“Good idea, Li… The song again.” 

“What do you mean, Sakura?” Li looked into Sakura’s face. Her eyes started to close.  She went under water. “Sakura” Li shouted, and he dived underwater again. She was drifting further and further underwater. He could almost reach her.

 (The same song in the background)

“What do you want?” Sakura asked.

“I have a task for you”

“What is it”

“Are you willing to do it?”

“Yes”

“I haven’t enough time to tell you now. I will contact you again.”

Li was dragging Sakura up out of the water. “Come on, Sakura. Wake up. Please.” He checked her arm for a pulse. He was relieved to find one. “Wake up. Come on.”

Sakura started stirring. “Are you okay Sakura?”

“I think so.”  Li wrapped a towel around Sakura. “Here” he handed her clothes to her. “There’s a cave over there you can dress in.” He went into another cave to change. ‘I wonder what happened to her? There’s defiantly something strange at work here’

Meanwhile 

“Oh no. Li gave me his T-shirt when he gave me my clothes. I better go give it to him. He should be finished dressing now.”

She walked through to the cave that Li was dressing in with her eyes tightly clothes. She felt her way along the wall towards him. “Li? Where are you?” 

“Sakura. What are you doing in here?”

“You forgot your T-shirt.”

“Give me a second. Don’t open your eyes.”

Sakura took another step forward and tripped straight into Li. Li caught her. She opened her eyes. Li looked into Sakura’s eyes. ‘It’s now or never’ he said to himself. “Sakura I…”

 “Sakura, Li. Where are you? Mr Torada sent me to look for you. It’s time for dinner.” It was Madison. ‘Great. When am I ever going to get another chance like that’ Li thought. Sakura handed Li his T-shirt, embarrassed. She turned to leave as Li pulled on his T-shirt. He could hear Sakura say “Hi Madison” as she left the cave. “Li’s just coming.”  

“Do you want some help with the gear?” Madison asked Sakura.

“Sure, Madison.”

Li came along, picked up the tanks and carried them up the hill in front of them, his face bright red. 

“So, what were you and Li doing in that cave.” Madison asked, slyly. 

“Li was dressing. I was… uh… sitting just inside the entrance of the cave. That’s all.” Sakura said, a slight hint of red on her cheeks.

*

It was night-time. Li was having a strange dream. 

“Sakura.”

She had taken out her staff and was flying towards the island off the edge of the cliffs. Li saw himself grabbing on to the back of the staff. They landed on the island. There was a silver shimmer in the forest in the middle of the island. Sakura was running in front of him. He ran to catch up. He could see her give something to him. He heard her scream. “Sakura.”

Li was talking in his sleep. He had woken up Zachary. “Li. Wake up. You’re keeping me awake.”

“What… Zachary?”  

“You were talking in your sleep about Sakura.”

“What?” Li blushed. 

“I’m going to get a drink, Li.”

Li went back to sleep. He felt a cold breeze. He woke up again. Sakura was in the tent. “Sakura? What are you doing in here?” Sakura didn’t answer. Li shook her. He pulled her on to her back and shook her harder. She woke up. “Li. What are you doing in my tent?” she said, sitting up.

“Your tent? This is my tent, Sakura.”

“How did I get here?” She asked, puzzled.

“I don’t know. You just came in when I was asleep.”

“Just like… in… my… dream.” she said, and she fell back. Li shook her. “Sakura?” He said. Sakura sat up again. Li looked into her eyes. There was something unnatural about them. They had lost all feeling. They looked ghostly.  Sakura crawled over to Li’s bag and started rummaging through it. “Sakura, quit it.” Li said, trying to pull her away from it. But he couldn’t. Sakura crawled out of the tent with the Lasin board in her hand. She walked away. “Sakura, stop. Give that back” Li called after her, pulling on his shoes, and picking up his sword and Ofuda sheets. He ran to catch up with her. Li was glad that he was wearing his shoes, because he had to follow Sakura over sharp stones. He didn’t know how she could walk on them. She wasn’t wearing anything on her feet. Just then, he noticed where she was walking to. “The cliffs” he said out loud. She was getting closer and closer to the edge. Li ran forward and grabbed her arm to try and stop her. Sakura heard the voice in her head say, “Push him off.” Sakura obeyed. She pushed Li to the ground. She knew it wasn’t something wrong that she was doing. The voice would never tell her to do something wrong. “Ouch. Sakura, what you do that for?” Sakura put one foot out over the edge of the cliff. Li took out one of his Ofuda sheets, ready for when she fell. She kept walking. She walked out over the cliff, above the jagged rocks bellow. She held up the Lasin board. A light surrounded Sakura. It seamed to be coming from the Lasin board. The light got steadily brighter. All of a sudden, the Lasin board disappeared. Sakura stood there. Then she woke up. “Aaaaah.” She screamed as she fell. Li remembered what he was holding in his hand. “Element wind. Come to my aid,” he shouted. The rush of wind raced Sakura, trying to reach the rocks to break her fall before she hit them. Sakura landed on a cushion of wind a few inches from the rocks. “Sakura, use the fly card.” Li shouted to her. 

“Right. Oh key of the star, with powers burning bright, reveal the staff, and shine your light. Release.

I call upon the power of my star, ancient forces near and far. Clow card, transform all your might, and draw your power from my light. Release. Star card.”  Her staff grew wings on the end. She flew up to the top of the cliff. “Li, how did I get here? I thought I was in your tent.”

“You were. It’s just, well, you kind of walked out here.” Li wasn’t sure if he should tell anyone what just happened. He wasn’t sure if he believed what happened himself. “Come on, we better go back to our tents. Are you alright?”

“I feel tired.” She had used up all her magical powers transforming the fly card. She fell into Li, unable to support her own weight anymore. Li bent down. “Climb on,” he said. Sakura wasn’t sure. “I’m fine, Li. I’ll… just… walk” She said, but despite what she said, she fell to the ground, exhausted. Li pulled her up onto his back, and set off for the campsite.

*

What the hell just happened to Sakura? What is taking Li so long to say to Sakura that he likes her?

And why did Sakura take the Lasin board? The only way to find out is to read part two. (It’s a lot better, I swear.) Contact me at diomind@hotmail.com with (No flames, please)

Disclaimer: Diomind does not own Cardcaptors or Cardcaptor Sakura. Any characters used in this fic are used purely for entertainment and no profit is earned from story. Please do not sue. 

