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TEN REASONS WHY YOU DON’T WANT TO BE PAGAN
REDE                                                                                                                                                                  Bide within the Law ye must, in perfect love and perfect Trust.                                                                                           Live you must and let to live, fairly take and fairly give.                                                                                 For tread the Circle thrice about to keep unwelcome spirits out.                                                                       To bind the spell well every time, let the spell be said in rhyme. 
Light of eye and soft of touch, speak ye little, listen much.                                                                              Honor the Old 0nes in deed and name, let love and light be our guides again. 
Deosil go by the waxing moon, chanting out the joyful tune.                                                                       Widdershins go when the moon doth wane, and the werewolf howls by the dread wolfsbane. 

When the Lady's moon is new, kiss the hand of Her times two.                                                                     When the moon rides at Her peak then your hearts desire seek.                                                                    Heed the North winds mighty gale, lock the door and trim the sail.                                                               When the wind blows from the East, expect the new and set the feast.                                                       When the wind comes from the South, love will kiss ye on the mouth.                                                               When the wind whispers from the West, all hearts will find peace and rest. 

Nine woods in the cauldron go, burn them fast and burn them slow.                                                                      Birch in the fire goes to represent what the Lady knows.                                                                                 Oak in the forest towers with might in the fire it brings the God's insight.                                                     Rowan is a tree of power causing life and magick to flower.                                                                  Willows at the waterside stand ready to help us to the Summerland.                                                        Hawthorn is burned to purify and to draw faerie to your eye.                                                                                    Hazel- the tree of wisdom and learning adds its strength to the bright fire burning.                                     White are the flowers of Apple tree that brings us fruits of fertility.                                                           Grapes grow upon the vine giving us both joy and wine.                                                                                  Fir does mark the evergreen to represent immortality seen.                                                                              Elder is the Lady's tree, burn it not or cursed you'll be.                                                     

Four times the Major Sabbats mark in the light and in the dark.                                                                                     As the old year starts to wane the new begins, it's now Samhain.                                                                               When the time for Imbolic shows watch for flowers through the snows.                                                       When the wheel begins to turn soon the Beltane fires will burn.                                                                         As the wheel turns to Lamas night power is brought to magick rite. 

Four times the mirror Sabbats fall, use the Sun to mark them all.                                                                 When the wheel has turned to Yule light the log the Horned One rules.                                                                  In the spring, when night equals day time for Ostara to come our way.                                                   When the Sun has reached its height, time for Oak and Holly to fight.                                                       Harvesting comes to one and all when the Autumn Equinox does fall. 

Heed the flower, bush, and tree by the Lady blessed you'll be.                                                            Where the rippling waters go cast a stone, the truth you'll know.                                                                  When you have and hold a need, harken not to others greed. 

With a fool no season spend or be counted as his friend.                                                                                  Merry Meet and Merry Part bright the cheeks and warm the heart. 

Mind the Three-fold Laws you should, three times bad and three times good.                                                When mis-fortune is now wear the star upon your brow. 

Be true in love this you must do unless your love is false to you.                                                                      These Eight words the Rede fulfill: "An ye harm none, do what ye will." 
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE CRAFT
The first principle is that of love and it is expressed in the ethic, 'Do As You Will, So Long As You Harm None.' 

Love is not emotional in it's essence but is an attribute of the individual as expressed in relation to other beings. Harming others can be by thought, word or deed. It is to be understood the 'none' includes oneself.

The harm which is to be regarded as unethical is gratuitous harm; war, in general, is gratuitous harm, although it is ethical to defend oneself and one's liberty when threatened by real and present danger, such as defense against invasion. The Witch must recognize and harmonize with the forces of the universe, in accord with the Law of Polarity: which is everything is dual, everything has two poles, everything has an opposite, for every action there is a reaction, ( all may be categorized as either active or reactive in relation to other things ).

Godhead is one unique and transcendant wholeness, beyond any limitations or expressions;  it is beyond our human capacity to understand and identify with this principle of Cosmic Oneness, except as It is revealed to us in terms of It's attributes and operation. 

The most basic and meaningful attribute of the One that we, as humans, can relate to and understand, is that of polarity, of action and reaction; therefore Witches recognize the Oneness of the Divinity, but worship and relate to the Divine as the archetypal polarity of God and Goddess, the All-Father and the Great Mother of the universe. The Beings are as near as we can approach to the One within our human limitations of understanding and expression, though it is possible to 

experience the divine Oneness through the practices of the Mysteries. 

Harmony does not consist of the pretty and the nice but the balanced, dynamic, poised co-operation and co-relation. 

The Witch must recognize and operate within the framework of the Law of Cause and Effect; every action has it's reaction and every effect has it's cause.  All things occur according to this law; nothing in the 

universe can occur outside this law, though we may not always appreciate the relation between a given effect and it's cause. Subsidiary to this is the Law of Three, which states that whatever goes forth must return threefold, whether of good or ill; for our actions affect more than people generally realize and the resulting reactions are also part of the harvest. 

As Above, So Below. That which exists in the Macrocosm exists, on a smaller scale and to a lesser degree, in the Microcosm. The powers of the universe exist also in the human, though in general instance they lie dormant. The powers and abilities can be awakened and used if the proper techniques are practiced and this is why initiates of the Mysteries are sworn to guard the secrets from the unworthy:  Much harm can be done by those who have power without responsibility, both to others and to themselves according to the Laws of Cause and Effect and of Threefold Return. 

Since our philosophy teaches that the universe is the physical manifestation of the Divine, there can be nothing in the universe which does not partake of the nature of the Divine; hence, the powers and attributes of the Divine exist also in the manifest, though to much smaller degree. 

These powers can be awakened through the various techniques of the Mysteries and although they are only capable of small effects in and of themselves, it is possible to use them in order to draw upon the forces of the universe. Thus humanity can be the wielders of the power of the Gods, a channel for Godhead to act within It's own manifestation.This  is further reason for the oath of secrecy. 

Since the universe is the body of the One, possessing the same attributes as the One, it's Laws must be the principles through and by which the One operates.  By reasoning from the known to the unknown, one can learn of the Divine and thus of oneself. Thus the Craft is a natural religion, seeing in Nature the expression and revelation of Divinity. 

We know that everything in the universe is in movement or vibration and is a function of that vibration.  Everything vibrates; all things rise and fall in a tidal system that reflects the motion inherent in the universe and also in the atom. Matter and energy are but two poles of one continuous phenomenon. Therefore, the Witch celebrates, harmonizes with and makes use of the tides of the universe and of life as expressed through the cycle of the seasons and the motion of the solar system. These ritual observances are the eight great Festivals of the Year, referred to as the Wheel of the Year. The Witch works with the forces and tides of the Moon, for this body is the mediator of much energy to our planet Earth and thus to ourselves. 

Nothing is dead matter in the universe.  All things exist therefore all things live, though perhaps in a different manner from that which we are used to calling life. In view of this, the Witch knows that there is no true death, only change from one condition to another. The universe is the body of Godhead and therefore possesses one transcendant consciousness; all things partake of the consciousness, in varying levels of trance/awareness. 

Because of this principle, all things are sacred to the Witch, for all partake of the one Life. 

Therefore the Witch is a natural ecologist, for Nature is part of us as we are a part of Nature. 

Astrology can be useful in marking and interpreting the flow and ebb of the tides of our solar system and thus of making use of those tides; astrology should not be debased into mere fortune-telling. 

Throughout the development of the human race, civilizations have seen and worshipped many and various attributes of the Divine. These universal forces have been clothed in forms which were expressive to the worshipper of the attribute of the Godhead which they expressed. Use of these symbolic representations of the natural and divine forces of the universe or godforms, is a potent method for contacting and utilizing the forces they represent. Thus the Gods are both natural and truely divine and man-made in that the forms with which they are clothed are products of humanity's striving to know the Godhead. 

In keeping within the Law of Polarity, these god-forms are brought into harmony by the one great Law which states: 

All Gods are one God.  

All Goddesses are one Goddess.  

There is one Initiator.  

This law is an expression of our understanding that all of the forces of the universe by whatever ethnic god-form is chosen to clothe and relate to whichever force, can be resolved into the fundamental polarity of the Godhead, the Great Mother and the All-Father. 

It is the use of differing godforms of differing ethnic sources or periods, which is the basis of many of the differences between the various Traditions of the Craft. Each Tradition uses the forms and thus the names, which to that Tradition best express and awaken an understanding of the force represented, according to the areas of emphasis of the Tradition. 

Because we know that differing names or representations are but expressions of the same divine principles and forces, we require our members to swear that they will never mock the names by which another honours the Divine even though those names be different from and seemingly less expressive than the names and godforms used by our Tradition ( ex.; for to the members of another Tradition, using it's names ours may easily seem equally less expressive ). 

A Witch refuses to allow him/herself to be corrupted by the great guilt neuroses which have been foisted on humanity in the name of the Divine, thus freeing the self of the slavery of the mind. The Witch expresses responsibility for his/her actions and accepts the consequences of them; guilt is rejected as inhibiting to one's self-actualization and replaced by the efforts of the Witch to obey the teachings of harmlessness, responsibility for the consequences of one's actions, and the goal of actualizing the full powers of the individual. 

We refuse to believe that a human being is born innately sinful and recognize the the concepts of sin and guilt are tremendously inhibiting to the human potential; the consequences of the Law of Cause and Effect which is called karma by some, are not punishment but the recurrences of situations and their effects because the individual as not gained the Wisdom needed to handle or avoid such situations. 

There is no heaven except that which we ourselves make of our life on Earth and likewise there is no hell except the effects of our unwise actions. Death is not followed by punishment or reward but by life and the continuing evolution of the human potential. 

One cannot damn the divine in oneself; one can however, cut oneself off from it through the rejection of wisdom and a refusal to strive for self-realization. This cutting off does not lead to personal suffering in 'hell', for there is no Self to suffer if the tie to one's own divinity has been severed; what remains is merely an empty shell, a 'personality' or thought-form devoid of it's ensouling Spark of the Divine Fire. 

We know of the existence of the life-force which ensouls all living things that is, all that exists. We know that a spark of this Divine Fire is within each and every thing that exists and that it does not die; only the form of it's existence changes. We know that this spark of the life-force returns to manifestation again and again in order to fully realize and actualize it's potential, evolving finally to the peak and 

essence of existence which is pure being. In this process of reincarnation each form returns in the same type of form though it's ever-increasing actualization may lead to higher levels of existence of that form.  Man returns as a man, cat as a feline, mineral as a mineral. Each class of form evolving as the individual forms of that class evolve. 

This process of evolution through successive incarnations in manifest form works through the utilizations of wisdom gained, the essence of the life-experience.

This essence of experience or Wisdom, is an attribute of the spark of life itself, one and inseparable. 

We must care for the body for it is the vehicle of the spark of life, the form by which we attain. Thus we must heal the body of it's ills and keep it a tuned and perfected tool; so must we heal others 

( both physicaly and psychologically ) as far as it is within our power to do so.  However, we cannot interfere with the life of another, even to heal, except at their 

request or with their express permission unless such non-interference would be inhibiting to our own, ethical existence and development – and even then the responsibilities and consequences must be understood and accepted. Then this is one of the important reasons for the communal life the Witches under the guidance of the Priesthood: That the group may be guided by wisdom and experience, with the aid and support of one's peers; and that one's actions may be guided by the influence of the ethical life of the group as a whole. 

Harmony with and utilization of, the great natural forces of the universe is called magick. By magick we speak not of the supernatural but of the superbly natural, but whose laws and applications are not as yet recognized by the scientific establishment. The Witch must strive to recognize these forces, learn their laws, attune him/herself to them and make use of them. The Witch must also be aware that power corrupts when used 'only' for the gains of the self and therefore must strive to serve humanity: Either through the service in the Priesthood or by example and effects of his/her life on others. The choice must be made in accord with the true nature of the Witch.  - source unknown
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THE LAW OF THE POWER 

The Power shall not be used to bring harm, to injure or control others. But if the need rises, the Power shall be used to protect your life or the lives of others. 

The Power is used only as need dictates. 

The Power can be used for your own gain, as long as by doing so you harm none. 

It is unwise to accept money for use of the Power, for it quickly controls its taker. Be not as those of other religions. 

Use not the Power for prideful gain, for such cheapens the mysteries of Wicca and magick. 

Ever remember that the Power is the sacred gift of the Goddess and God, and should never be misused or abused.

And this is the law of the Power. 
(back to top)
THE LAW

We are of the Old Ways, among those who walk with the Goddess and God and receive Their love. 

Keep the Sabbats and Esbats to the best of your abilities, for to do otherwise is to lessen your connection

with the Goddess and God. 

Harm none. This, the oldest law, is not open to interpretation or change. 

Shed not blood in ritual; the Goddess and God need not blood to be duly worshipped. 

Those of our ways are kind to all creatures, for hurtful thoughts are quiet draining and aren't worth the loss of energy. 

Misery is self-created; so, too, is joy, so create joy and disdain misery and unhappiness. And this is within your power. So harm not. 

Teach only what you know, to the best of your ability, to those students who you choose, but teach not to those who would use your instructions for destruction or control. Also, teach not to boost pride, forever remember: She who teaches out of love shall be enfolded in the arms of the Goddess and God. 

Ever remember that if you would be of our way, keep the law close to your heart, for it is the nature of the Wicca to keep the Law. 

If ever the need arises, any law may be changed or discarded, and new laws written to replace them, so long as the new laws don't break the oldest law of all: Harm None.  – by Scott Cunningham
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LAWS OF…

Adapted from: Authentic Thaumaturgy by P.E.I. Bonewits 

Law of Knowledge
This law states that knowledge about your subject enhances your ability to control it. You need to know as much as you can about the subject you are going to exert a force on.
Law of Self-Knowledge
A person who knows themselves understands their capabilities and shortcomings. You, as the controller of the magick, project your personal energy in the exertion of the force and final result. If you project negativity, your result will be negative.
Law of Cause and Effect
This law states that results for a particular action will be consistent as long a variables are not introduced. Magick, however, relies on the "positioning" the variable of natural forces in the correct "pattern" to achieve a desired effect. Here we go back to the law of knowledge, understand the variables.
Law of Synchronicity
This law states that a single event does not occur without having and affect on another event. It is therefore unlikely that a coincidence is merely random event that happened to coincide with another, something must have happened to "get it that way..." It should, therefore, be understood that any magick you work may have effect on more events than you intend. You need to understand these eventualities.
Law of Association
In all of existence certain elements exist in varying degrees in everything around us. These elements also share a commonality from one object (physical of spiritual) to the next. For this reason control of one object will exert control over another depending on the number of elements shared between them.
Law of Similarity
It should be understood that any accurate representation of the target of the magick will help focus or target the control you are exerting on it. This representation may be physical or mental. In other words: Having a picture or model of your target can help you focus the power towards it.
Law of Contagion
This law states that everything that has ever been in physical contact with anything else has a magickal or spiritual link with the other. This link is strengthened by repetitive contact or by intense contact.
Law of Names
This law states that know the complete and true name of an object or person gives one greater control over it. This is because you name is associated to your self as a being and person. A name is also a definition of the owner.
Law of Words of Power
This law states that certain words, by their sound or pronunciation, produce magickal effect. Many of these words have long lost their meaning and only exist for their magickal effect. This law also applies to the way in which you say your words while casting a spell.
Law of Personification
This law states that any phenomenon can have a personality and may indeed be alive. This may applied anything whether physical or ethereal.
Law of Invocation
This law states that internal communication can be established with any other entity from inside or outside oneself. During such communication the entities may seem to be from within oneself.
Law of Evocation
This law states the external communication can be established with any other entity from outside or inside oneself. During such a communication the entities may seem to be external to oneself.
Law of Identification
This law states that it is possible to associate oneself to another in such a detail that one can become that other being to the point of appearance, knowledge and power.
Law of Personal Universe
This law states that every living being creates its own sense of reality and in doing so generates a personal universe which is never identical to the next. The interactive realities from one to the next create a general reality as accepted.
Law of Infinite Universes
This law states that there is an uncountable number of variations in phenomena existing in each universe which exert a force great enough on it to make it unique from the next. You need to understand the law of personal universe before you can understand this one.
Law of Pragmatism
This law states that any being accepts as true those principles which enable one to achieve one's chosen goals without complication while surviving in this reality. This relates to those "little" things in life people accept for granted. An example would be water which is true in its simplicity for giving life and quenching thirst.
Law of True Falsehoods
This law states that any given act or concept can produce a false result in another personal universe. An example of this would be a belief without truth in a concept or idea where someone else has a difference of opinion.
Law of Synthesis
This law states that the merging or synthesis of two of more patterns can create multiple new patterns which may or may not have more merit of truthfulness in other levels reality.
Law of Polarity
This law states that any pattern (whether idea, concept, act or event) can be split into two (or more) parts where they oppose each other, but still retain essence of the other. This is also known as the evil twin law.
Law of Dynamic Balance
This is more a personal rule than law. It basically states that a dynamic balance be held in ones personal universe. Without balance an aspect of an extreme is experienced which, with constant association, leads to the inability to avoid that extreme. A common example would be depression where sufferer has lost the ability to view the positive side of life due to constant (self inflicted) negation.
Law of Perversity
This law states that if anything can go wrong, it will, and in the most annoying manner. Commonly this is also known as "Murphy's Law". This can be ascribed to the universe having a "sense of humor", but can also be due to the own sub conscious "playing mind tricks" with oneself.
Law of Unity
This law states that every phenomena in existence is linked directly or indirectly to every other one, past, present, or future. Perceived separations between phenomena are based on incomplete sensing and/or understanding.
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TEN FACTS ABOUT BEING WICCAN

1.}No Recruitment

No conversation or recruitment is necessary. Wiccans have no insecure compulsion to convert everyone to their way of thinking. People come to Wicca when and if they are ready or interested. Furthermore, you are not required to accept or do anything that you're not comfortable with.

2.} No Codes of Morality

Out of all of the creatures of this Earth, only humans are forced to live under unnatural moral codes. Wiccans believe simply: "An It Harm None, Do As Ye Will".

3.} No Discrimination

There is no such thing as being the 'right' race, color, gender, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin to be Wiccan; ALL are welcome!

4.} No middle persons

Once you know all of the basics, you can be your own 'minister' or 'priest' you need never bow before {or rely upon} some religious dictator for spiritual guidance, you go straight to the source.

5.} No Repression

Wiccans are not forbidden from reading, learning, eating, drinking, or saying anything. You can actually even disagree with someone without being 'excommunicated'.

6.} No money contributions

NO! Not money, but knowledge. The craft has always , and will always, be an experimental religion. If it works, we use it. Then share it so that all in the Craft many benefit.

7.} No rigid Dogmas

Wiccans DO NOT believe that their path is 'The One and Only Path'. The only 'True' path is the one that works best for you. All paths are valid as long as they Harm None.

8.} No punishments 

Wiccans believe in progressive reincarnation, so, we are here to learn and to progress, not suffer eternal damnation if we 'slip-up' in someone else's eyes.

9.} No loss of identity

By sharing a common interest with others in Wicca, you do not lose your identity as an individual. You are unique and can and should stay that way without becoming a blob in homogeneous mass.

10.} No self loss 

Wicca allows you to truly feel your own power, if you will, and a true sense of self. You are 'allowed' to be the best person that you wish to be with all of the love and support that you can possibly hope for. Wicca allows you to take your hopes, dreams, and most heart's desires and manifest them in this reality. All is possible. All is real.
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THE 13 WICCAN PRINCIPLES 

Listed below is the Thirteen Wiccan Principles which was adopted by the Council of American Witches, in April of 1974.

1.} We practice rites to attune ourselves with the natural rhythm of life forces marked by the phases of the Moon

and the seasonal Quarters and Cross Quarters.

2.} We recognize that our intelligence gives us a unique responsibility toward our environment. We seek to live in

harmony with Nature, in ecological balance offering fulfillment and consciousness within an evolutionary

concept.

3.} We acknowledge a depth of power far greater than that apparent to the average person. Because it is far greater than ordinary it is sometimes called

supernatural, but we see it as lying within that which is naturally potential to all.

4.} We conceive of the Creative Power in the universe as manifesting through polarity as masculine and feminine and that this same Creative Power lies in all people, and functions through the interaction of the masculine and

feminine. We value neither above the other, knowing each to be supportive to each other. We value sex as pleasure,

as the symbol and embodiment of life, and as one of the sources of energies used in magickal practice and religious worship.

5.} We recognize both outer worlds and inner, or psychological, worlds sometimes known as the Spiritual World, the Collective Unconscious, Inner Planes, etc.

and we see in the interaction of these two dimensions the basis for paranormal phenomena and magickal exercises. We neglect neither dimension for the other,

seeing both as necessary for our fulfillment.

6.} We do not recognize any authoritarian hierarchy, but do honor those who teach, respect those who share their greater knowledge and wisdom, and acknowledge those who have courageously given of themselves in leadership.

7.} We see religion, magick, and wisdom in living as being united in the way one views the world and lives within it a world view and philosophy of life which we identify as Witchcraft the Wiccan way. 

8.} Calling oneself "Witch" does not make them a Witch, but neither does heredity itself, not the collecting of titles, degrees, and initiations. A Witch seeks to control the forces within her/himself that make life possible in order to live wisely and well without harm to others and in harmony with nature.

9.} We believe in the affirmation and fulfillment of life in a continuation of evolution and development of

consciousness giving meaning to the universe we know and our personal role within it.

10.} Our only animosity towards Christianity, or towards "any" other religion or philosophy of life, is to the extent that its institutions have claimed to be "the only way", and have sought to deny freedom to others and to suppress other ways of religious practice and belief.

11.} As American and world wide Witches, we are not threatened by debates on the history of the Craft, the origins of various terms, the legitimacy of various aspects of different traditions. We are concerned with our present and our future.

12.} We do not accept the concept of absolute evil, nor do we worship any entity known as Satan or the Devil, as

defined by the Christian tradition. We do not seek power through the sufferings of others, nor accept that personal benefit can be derived only by denial to another.

13.} We believe that we should seek within nature that which is contributory to our health and well being.
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THE WICCAN BELIEFS 

The divine Spirit is present in all creatures and things: people, animals, plants, stones... 

The ultimate creative force manifests in both feminine and masculine modes; therefore it is often symbolized as the Goddess and The God.

In some covens, both are celebrated equally. In others, The Goddess is given precedence or even celebrated without reference to the God.

All Goddesses and Gods are aspects of The Goddess and The God. The aspects most popular in Wicca are the Triple Goddess of the Moon {Maiden, Mother and Crone} and the Horned God of death and rebirth. 

Reincarnation and karma are valid concepts.

Upon death one goes to a state of rest and reflection, and eventually chooses where and when he/she will be reborn.

 Magick is practiced for positive {helping}purposes: spiritual development, healing, guidance, safety, etc. 

Rituals are generally performed outdoors when possible, at the New and Full Moons, and at eight Sabbat festivals which mark the progression of the seasons. 

Magick and celebration are performed in small groups, "usually" three to thirteen, called covens.

These are basically autonomous there is no central church authority or hierarchy. 

There is no holy book, or prophet, no equivalent of the Bible or Jesus or Mohammed. Individuals have access to the divine, and do not require an intermediary.

Every initiate is regarded as a priest/ess. 

The central ethic is "And ye harm none, do as ye will." Whatever energy you send out returns threefold, so it is wise to be kind to others. 

We should live in harmony with the Earth and Nature, and not exploit them. 

Though Wicca is a valid spiritual path, it is not the only one. There is no recruiting, and people should be free to choose the path that best fits their needs. The concepts of original sin, sacrifice, redemption, confession, the divinity of Jesus, sinfulness of sex, Judgment, Heaven and Hell, denigration of women, bodily resurrection,

and the Bible as divine revelation are not part of Wicca. Neither are Satanism, the Black Mass, desecration of cemeteries, the sacrifice of animals, etc. 

The above is not universally accepted by all Wiccans and Pagans, but as a general rule, these are representative of the Wiccan belief system. 
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~ THE WITCHES CREED ~ 

Hear now the words of the witches, The secrets we bid in the night,

When dark was our destiny's pathway, That now we bring forth into light. 

Mysterious water and fire, The earth and the wide-ranging air; 

By hidden quintessence we know them, and will and keep silent and dare.

The birth and rebirth of all nature, The passing of winter and spring, 

We share with the life universal, Rejoice in the magical ring.

Four times in the year the Great Sabbat, Returns , all the witches are seen

At Lammas and Candlemas dancing, On May Eve and old Hallowe'en. 

When day-time and night-time are equal, When the sun is at the greatest and least,

The four Lesser Sabbats are summoned,Again witches gather in feast. 

Thirteen silver moons in a year are, Thirteen is the coven's array.

Thirteen times at Esbat make merry, For each golden year and a day.

The power was passed down the ages, Each time between woman and man,

Each century unto the other, Ere time and the ages began. 

When drawn is the magical circle, By sword or athame or power,

Its compass between the two worlds lies, In the Land of the Shades for that hour.

This world then has no right to know it, And world of beyond will tell naught, 

The oldest of Gods are invoked there, The Great Work of magic is wrought.

For two are the mystical pillars, That stand at the gate of the shrine,

And two are the powers of nature, The forms and the forces divine.

The dark and the light in succession, The opposites each unto each,

Shown forth as a God and a Goddess: Of this did our ancestors teach.

By night he's the wild wind's rider, The Horn'd One , the Lord of the Shades.

By day he's the King of the Woodland, The dweller in green forest glades.

She is youthful or old as she pleases, She sails the torn clouds in her barque,

The bright silver lady of midnight, The crone who weaves the spells in the dark.

The master and mistress of magic, They dwell in the deeps of the mind, 

Immortal and ever-renewing, With power to free or to bind. 

So drink the good wine to the Old Gods, And dance and make love in their praise, 

Till Elphame's fair land shall receive us In peace at the end of our days.

And Do What You Will be the challenge, So be it in Love that harms none,

For this is the only commandment, By magic of old , be it done! 

Eight words the Witches' Creed fulfill: If it harms none, do what thou will.
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THIRTEEN GOALS OF A WITCH

1.} Know yourself. 

2.} Know your Craft.

3.} Learn.

4.} Apply knowledge with wisdom.

5.} Achieve balance.

6.} Keep your words in good order.

7.} Keep your thoughts in good order.

8.} Celebrate life!

9.} Attune with the cycles of the Earth.

10.} Breathe and eat correctly.

11.} Exercise the body.

12.} Meditate.

13.} Honor the Goddess and God {in 'most' traditions}. 
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WICCAN REDE OF CHIVALRY  

· Insofar as the Craft of the Wise is the most ancient and most honorable creed of humankind, it behooves all who are Witches to act in ways that give respect to the Old Gods, to their sisters and brothers of the Craft, and to themselves. Therefore, be it noted that: 

· Chivalry is a high code of honor which is of most ancient Pagan origin, and must be lived by all who follow the Old Ways.

· It must be kenned that thoughts and intent put forth on this middle-Earth will wax strong in otherworlds beyond, and return...bringing into creation, on this world, that which had been sent forth. Thus one should exercise discipline, for "as ye do plant, so shall ye harvest." 

· It is only by preparing our minds to be as Gods that we can ultimately attain godhead. 

· "This above all...to thine own self be true..." 

· A Witch's word must have the validity of a signed and witness oath. Thus, give thy word sparingly, but adhere to it like iron. 

· Refrain from speaking ill of others, for not all truths of the matter may be known. 

· Pass not unverified words about another, for here-say is, in a large part, a thing of falsehoods. 

· Be thou honest with others, and have them known that honesty is likewise expected of them. 

· The fury of the moment plays folly with the truth; to keep one's head is a virtue. 

· Contemplate always the consequences of thine acts upon others. Strive not to harm. 

· Diverse covens may well have diverse news on love between members and with others. When a coven, clan or grove is visited or joined, one should discern quietly their practices, and abide thereby. 

· Dignity, a gracious manner, and a good humor are much to be admired. 

· As a Witch, thou hast power, and thy powers wax strongly as wisdom increases. Therefore exercise discretion in the use thereof. 

· Courage and honor endure forever. Their echoes remain when the mountains have crumbled to dust. 

· Pledge friendship and fealty to those who so warrant. Strengthen others of the Brethren and they shall strengthen thee. 

· Thou shall not reveal secrets of another Witch or another coven. Others have labored long and hard for them and cherish them as treasures. 

· Though there may be differences between those of the Old Ways, those who are once-born must see nothing,and must hear nothing. 

· Those who follow the mysteries should be above reproach in the eyes of the world. 

· The laws of the land should be obeyed whenever possible and within reason, for in the main they have been chosen with wisdom. 

· Have pride in thyself, and seek perfection in body and in mind. For the Lady has said, "How can thou honor another unless thou give honor to thyself first?" 

· Those who seek the mysteries should consider themselves as select of the Gods, for it is they who lead the race of humans to the highest of thrones and beyond the very stars. 

(back to top)
THE NEW BOOK OF THE LAW
1.} The Laws were created to give our lives form and order, that all might be balanced throughout all of the planes. In truth there are two sets of laws which govern us -- one sets forth the ways of the Wiccan, and the other the ways of the Universe. Both are important, both should be observed with respect and treated with honor. The Laws were shaped and molded to teach us, to advise us, and to counsel us in our time of mortal life on earth.

 2.} Honor the Gods, for They are the channels and the manifestation of the Source. Honor yourself, for this force also lies within you. Love the Gods as They love you, and by loving yourself and your brothers and sisters, so the Gods shall honor you. As the love and joy of a man and a woman {or "lover and beloved" -- LAH} flowers and grows when nurtured with respect, and cultivated with understanding and honor, so should you love the Gods.

 3.} The Goddess is the Great Mother, and the God is the Great Father, and we are Their children; and we shall worship Them, for They are therulers of the Universe, and all that is therein. Therefore, O Children of the Gods, try Them not, nor attempt to test Them, for They shall show you that he Ways of the Craft are not to be belittled or mocked.

 4.} Let the Power of the Craft flow from you only in love -- or not at all. For it has always been known that the energy webs which we weave and maintain shall eventually return to encircle their creator. Thus our works become either the net which entagles and binds us, or the web of light by which we find the Gods.

 5.} Let the Rites of the Wicca be a way for the children of the Gods to be as One -- for Power only flows when unified. Always should you revere the Earth, and heal and tend Her, for She is our life, our Mothership, on which we navigate the dark currents of space.

 6.} When you reap the harvests of your lands, then you shall not reap one corner of the field, nor glean the herb gardens, or the fallen fruits of the orchards. These you shall offer to the Earth Mother, in direct return, or through offerings made to your Circle, or to sustain its Priests and Priestesses.

 7.} Always be proud to be of the Wicca, but do not allow your pride to become vanity -- for those who are conceited are a stumbling block at the door of the Temple, and they shall be cast adrift, to swim within their own vanity.

 8.} Observe and listen, reserving your judgement, for until all the silver is weighed, who can know the worth thereof?

 9.} As like breeds like, even more so does good beget love and joy. Your life will be full of love and joy if you are joyful and happy.

 10.} Your teachers are the servants of the Gods, and they shall plant the seeds of knowledge within the minds of their students, and they shall use their power for the good of the Wicca. Yet it is each individual's duty to tend the seeds which are planted, and to make the final harvest. Those who misuse the power and the trust of the teacher's position shall have to answer to the Lords of Karma, and adjust the balance accordingly.

 11.} The Temples of the Gods, which are Their abode on Earth, shall belong to all Their children, and each Circle shall be as a special family. Do naught against any Temple or any family of the Wicca, lest you do that thing unto the Gods, and against yourself.

 12.} You must not be a teller of tales amongst the children of the Goddess, and you must hold no malice or evil thoughts towards others of the Wicca.

 13.} You should not lie, nor give false testimony before your Elders, or those who are of the Wicca -- for liars are fools, and a menace unto themselves, and to the Wicca. Be truthful in all your works and deeds, especially within the Circle, for what you say within the presence of the Gods becomes manifest.

14.} You must not put stumbling blocks in the way of those who do not follow the Path of the Wicca. You must make no unrighteous judgements of their ways, and you should aid them with an attitude of love when it is asked for. Yet ever should you keep the Counsel of the Elders, and reveal naught to others of where our Circles may be, nor may you reveal our ways without the consent of the Priestess.

15.} When you make a vow to the Lord or the Lady, or you swear an oath to another of the Wicca, then you must do all that has come forth from your mouth, for a covenant with the Gods, or with the Wicca, is your Honor, and woe to those who care not for the fetters they attach to their souls by not keeping their word.

16.} The Great Mother and Father would not have their children suffer the indignities of oppressors for their sake, for what is within the hearts of Their children is dear and true to Them. The Ancient and Mighty Ones shall cause the balance to be made for those who desecrate the Lord and Lady, Their temples, or Their creations.

 17.} Never shall you use Magick, nor the Craft, to cause harm, for this is misuse of the Power, and it is not to be condoned. To cause the death of another through the Craft is to require the death of the Self in sacrifice.

 18.} Never betray any of the brethren, nor the lore of our people, for you are all servants of the Gods, and must live by the virtues of love, honor and wisdom. Let truth, loyalty and honor be your creed. Let them be your guides, tempered by love and wisdom.

 19.} The Order of the Gods shall you keep, and within Their Circles shall you walk. You should not say "I believe" when you doubt, nor claim to obey the Lord and Lady's word when you never enter into the Temple. You must not profess with your lips that which is not in your heart.

 20.} Do not use the names of the Gods in negative or evil ways, for They love and cherish Their children above all others. All others They love, even those who know them not. Yet those who hate and curse in Their name shall have the Mighty Ones take the measure of their worth.

 21.} In any disputes between the children of the Goddess, no one may invoke any laws but those of the Craft, or any tribunal but that of Priestess, Priest, and Elders.

 22.} No one of the Wicca may do anything which will endanger the Craft, nor bring any of the Wicca into conflict with the Law of the Land, or with any of our persecutors.

 23.} Your magickal tools are channels to that which is most precious and pure within you. Do not cheapen them by haggling their price when you acquire them.

 24.} Never accept money for the use of the Power. It is sorcerors and charlatans who accept money for their spells and prayers. If you accept no money, you will be free from the temptation to use the Craft for evil or unworthy causes.

 25.} You shall never take unduly from any human, animal or elemental that which is not yours to take -- for if you steal from another, in the end you will have to sacrifice something dearer to you in order to attain the balance.

 26.} Show honor to all people, that they may look up to you, and respect you, and their eyes shall become a mirror for your soul.

 27.} Those who are of the Wicca shall not own slaves, for one person may not own the spirit of another, for only the Great Mother and Father own our souls. Nor shall you take as a pledge any person's life, for to do so is to take upon yourself both a mill and a millstone.

 28.} If a stranger sojourns with you, you shall do them no wrong; they shall be as one of the Circle, born amongst ye, and you shall deal with them as you would yourself.

 29.} Just weights and just balances shall be given by you, and just value shall you give, and thereby receive threefold.

 30.} Your altars shall be kept clean, pure and holy, and all that is brought into the Temple or the Circle shall be cleansed and blessed, for the joy of the Gods, and of the Wicca.

 31.} A clean mind should have a clean body. You should keep your body, your clothes, and your house clean, in honor of the Mother, who gives these things to you.

 32.} Let none die without honor, without love, without respect, unless their actions have decreed otherwise.

 33.} You should not couple together if it shall cause pain, jealousy or deprivation to another by doing so. Union for malice or evil reasons such as these upsets the balance, and the Lords of the Universe shall make adjustments accordingly.

 34.} Let those who would love, and would be as one, and bear child, be handfasted. For the sharing of love in this manner is beauteous, and love's union in the energy of the Gods, and the heritage of the child. It is important for children to know and to identify with those who brought them here.

 35.} The Law of the Goddess is that none of the Wicca shall take and wed someone who they do not love, whether it is to harm another, or for some form of material gain.

 36.} Remember that your children are Goddess-spawned, and are free spirits. You do not own nor control them. They are your brethren, come to visit for a while, that they may share in the vision of your love and wisdom. Let each parent realize that although they may teach and guide with love, the child shall also teach the parent, and aid them in their growth and lesson.

37.} The etheric web and energy vortexes of the earth are in constant flux and motion to adjust to the needs of the planet. The sacred trust of the Wicca is to create and to maintain centers of light and knowledge, using the magick of the divine spark within us to focus and channel the forces of the Universal fire. And these are the channels established between the worlds of the stars and the realms of the earth, bringing in and regulating the spirit flames which energize and activate all life forms. Thus we tend and guard the threads of creation, and we weave the patterns of life and manifestation in an ever-evolving tapestry.

 38.} Never use your heritage or position for self-glorification or gain. Respect your magick and our ways. We must always recognize that while others may look to us to lead them, they too are our guides.

 39.} Keep yor body strong, your mind keen, and your purpose pure, for within your being you shall channel the Power, and it needs to be strong and pure. And these are the keys to the path of Oneness, and to communication with the Gods. Yet first you must learn to speak to Them in such a manner as They can comprehend you. For the children of the Wicca must aid the Gods, and work with Them, otherwise the Gods cannot aid and work with you. Ever remember that the Priest and Priestess are the living representatives of the God and Goddess Forces, and likewise that all humans carry these forces within them, though they may lie dormant and unawakened.

 40.} As the Great Mother and Father come unto one another and create with the pure vibration of Love-Wisdom, so should you strive to make your Temple pure in vibration, and thus a fitting place wherein you may invite the Gods. Thus, your Circle should always be duly purified and cast, and likewise, those who would use the gateways and travel the Circle between the earth and other realms should also be duly prepared and purified.

 41.} The Goddess hath said, "I shall not carry thee, yet neither shall I hinder thee, nor keep thee from having the same opportunities as all of my children. Thou art free, yet thou shalt not be coddled like babes in the storm. If thou hast true devotion within thee, then all obstacles may be overcome."

 42.} The laggard is but half a person -- and though half is better than none, the whole is twice as good as the half. Those who do not work, or who lack the will and desire to learn the ways of the Gods, unto them is said, "The Ancient and Mighty Ones shall not keep thee within their house, if ye learneth not."

 43.} A sanctuary you shall make unto the Gods, that They may dwell amongst you. And you shall fashion it to the best of your ability, according to all that your Elders shall show you, and pure energy shall you place therein.

 44.} An altar shall you make to unto the Lady, and you shall make due reverence unto Her, for every place where She is exalted, She will come to you and bless you. And you shall fashion your altar out of wood or stone, and burn incense and candles thereon, at the proper times, in observance of her ways.

 45.} You should set aside at least one day during each moon unto the Goddess, and on these days you shall do Her work; and on those days She shall renew Her children and bless them.

 46.} Learn to build your own Temple, and to craft your own sacred Circle, and all the tools that are used therein -- for to be a person of the Craft is to be a person of consequence.

 47.} Let each of you inscribe your own record of our ways and teachings. For the course of each Wiccan should be charted, that the patterns of their life-web may be made known and utilized. Let each Wiccan start their Book of Light with the teachings and lore of their tradition, yet let it also contain the rites and ways of each individual, which are the harvest of each child of the Wicca, to use the wisdom of their heritage as the seeds of their own wisdom. Thus shall our lore and knowledge continue to grow and unfold, like a beautiful flower.

 48.} It is right to study and to understand the sigils, statues and stories of the Gods, for they shall guide your thoughts to Them, and They shall hear them. Yet you must ever remember that you worship not the sign nor the statue, but the Gods which inspired them.

 49.} If your Circle owns any land, let all guard it, and help to keep it clean. Let all justly guard all monies of the Circle, as well as the rights and property of all members of the Circle.

 50.} If any Wiccan truly labors, then it is right that they should have their just pay. This is not considered the taking of money for the Art, but good and honest work. Yet if any Wiccan works willingly for the good of the Craft, or for their brothers and sisters without pay, then it is to their greatest honor.

 51.} If any Wiccan should deny themselves some pleasure or material indulgence in order to do service in the Circle, this person shall be blessed and remembered. For those who give for the greater good of all shall have their spirit uplifted.

52.} Know also that if you gift the Lady's Priests and Priestesses, or Her Circles, this is an offering made unto the Mother Herself, for a true Priest or Priestess strives always to do Her work, and to be of service to Her children, so to honor and respect them is to honor and respect the Queen of All.

 53.} And the offerings which are considered the most pleasing to the Gods are these: the fruits of the orchards the scents of the trees and herbs the metals of the earth the waters of the earth the flowers of the meadows and the milk of all mothers. Yet offerings of labor or money are honest too, and these will also be accepted -- moreso if you work with love in your heart, for always there is work to be done for the Gods, and service to be given to the children of the Wicca.

 54.} If your offerings are made to restore the balance, it must by of a nature that it not offensive to the Gods. It must be of value, yet given with a free heart. Thus shall the harmony be restored. If your offerings are given with a heart filled with love and devotion, or are of service to the Gods, or to the Craft, then shall you receive blessings manifold.

 55.} And when you make an offering unto the Gods, you should offer it thru the most proper medium, at the proper times, and in such a manner as to make it acceptable. Any and all remains of the rituals shall be consumed in the fire, or buried within the Earth, as a way of returning to the Source all that we use in the observance of our ways, thus ensuring the continuity of the cycle.

 56.} All may use the Craft to help and aid them, or for the advantage of their Circle, or the Craft -- yet only if you are sure that you harm none. Let each Wiccan and Circle always debate these matters at length. Only if all be satisfied that none be harmed in any way, may the Art then be used. If it is not possible to achieve your ends one way, then perhaps the goal may be achieved by actng in a different way, so as to harm none.

 57.} Throughout the world it has been many a year since Wiccans have been burned. Yet misuse of the Power might raise the persecutions once again. So never break the Laws, however much you might be tempted, and never consent to their being broken. And if you know they are being broken, then you must work strongly against it.

 58.} In days of old it was decided by the Mighty Ones who came before us that the Art might be used to restrain others from harming the Craft or its children, yet only after great consultation with all members of the Circle, and only then to deflect or to constrain them.

 59.} And such were the ways of the Lady that She brought us forth in joy, and such were the Ways of the Lord that His reign gave all life pleasure. Offer love in your worship and all shall be joyous in beauty.

 60.} In the dimly remembered dawn of ages past, the Wicca were truly free. Then, in Atlantis came the Age of the Misuse of Power, followed by the Ages of Persecution and Suffering. Thus the people of the Wicca hid themselves and cloaked their knowlege, and wove veils of secrecy and silence. And this is how the Ways of the Wicca have been preserved through the time of darkness. Yet much of the ways of our people were lost to the ignorance of others.

 61.} Yet the cycle spirals ever on -- and the Age of the Earth Mother once again draws nigh. We must be strong -- one with our birthright, and one with our Gods, if we are to bring forth the balance. Those who would harm us, or attempt to enslave us, we must overcome -- yet only through light and love, and never through violence or the evil of chaos. And through our efforts the time of our people will come into being once more. In the times which lie ahead, there lies much work to be done, so that once more the cycles of life are drawn to the path of light, and the balance acheived through the power of love.

 62.} In order to bring the ways of Light and Love and Life to the peoples of the Earth, our secrets are slowly becoming secrets no more, and it is good that this is so -- for the age of shadow and secrecy is passing. Yet the sharing of our ways needs always to be guided by wisdom and by love. Let our rites and our mysteries be kept sacred. Let no one defile our worship or our heritage. For the defilement of our ways is an honor loss to self, and for the Craft.

 63.} Let each High Priestess govern her Circle with justice and Love, and with the help and advice of the Elders and the High Priest, always heeding the messages of the Gods when they come.

 64.} Ever remember that although the Priest is the force with which the Circle is built, the Priestess is the ruler therein -- for it is through her that the Goddess created the world, and all things therein.

 65.} The High Priestess will heed all complaints of all Pagans and Wiccans, and strive to settle any differences between them with reason and with justice.

 66.} Let each Circle of Light decide how it shall be known -- whether by earthly name or magickal one. For each child of the Wicca knows best the safety or dangers of their homeland.

67.} Let each Circle or Temple maintain and dedicate unto the Goddess and the God all the things that are required for Their rituals, for what is blessed in the name of the Gods rightly belongs to Them, and the Priest and Priestess shall be the caretakers thereof.

 68.} Anyone of the circle who is of sufficient rank, and wishes to form a new Circle, shall tell the High Priestess and the Elders of their intentions. Members of the old Circle may join the new Circle when it is formed, but if they do so they must leave the other Circle, unless otherwise instructed. For it is the Old Law that each Wiccan may join the Circle of their choice, yet their energy should not be divided between two or more Temples.

 69.} The Elders of the old and new Circles shall meet in peace and with respect, to decide the level of interaction and connection between the Circles. Yet it is known that the splitting of a Circle often means strife. So only if it is truly in a spirit of peace and harmony should the Circles meet for the celebration of the Great Festivals.

 70.} None shall enter the Circle that have a sickness or an ailment which may be passed on to the Lady's other children -- for to do so causes harm to yourself, as well as to the others of the Circle. Rather should the Healers go unto the sick one, that through the love of the Gods they shall be made well and whole once more.

 71.} It has been judged lawful that if any of the Craft need a house, or land, and none will sell, to incline someone's mind so as to be willing to sell, providing it harms none and the full price is paid without haggling.

 72.} In the matter of quarrels or disputes between the members of the Circle, the High Priestess shall convene the Council, and inquire into the matter. The Council shall hear each person privately, and then both together. And they shall decide justly, not favoring one side nor the other.

 73.} If an agreeable resolution cannot be reached, then that Wiccan must leave the Circle, for a Circle of Light cannot be properly formed where there is disagreement and discord. And when a Circle is not properly formed, the energy within is either dissipated, or turns ugly, festering like a hidden sore. So let them leave, but only with love in their hearts and yours, for even though your paths may diverge, you are still all children of the Wicca, and there must be no violence between us. Bear no grudges, hold no thoughts of vengeance, for this will rot away the foundation of your power.

 74.} It has ever been recognized that there are some people who can never agree to work under any others. At the same time there are also people who cannot rule justly. To those who must ever be chief there is but one answer: "Void this Circle, and seek another one, or if ye be of sufficient rank, then form a Circle of your own." To those who cannot rule justly, the answer shall be "Those who cannot bear your rule will leave you." For none may come to Circle with those with whom they are at variance, for to do so angers the Gods, and hinders the Craft.

 75.} Those that do wrong without knowlege shall be held innocent; those that do wrong through carelessness shall be judged lacking in wisdom, and dealt with according to the nature of the transgression. Those who do wrong with deliberation and forethought shall be thrice punished, and the Lords of Karma shall lay low their pride.

 76.} Each person must make a balance for their words and actions, and the judgements of the Elders should incline to try to make good come from the injustice or wrong-doing. Many are the ways to restore the balance, so let the judgements of the Elders and the Priestess be in keeping with this.

 77.} Do not turn aside those who seek the ways of the Wicca for the want of an offering or the lack of a robe. You are the servants of the Gods, and the servants of  Their people, and those that seek for the Gods you must aid in their quest. 

78.} Of those who would inquire as to the ways of the Goddess, or who wish to become of the Wicca, ye shall search their hearts, and even into their spirits you shall look, as you are able. For the Wicca do not look to acquire mere numbers. Let none be turned away if their hearts are true, and their desire earnest.

 79.} The hidden children are like the strings of a harp: each one may give a clear note, and when gathered together in sympathy and accord, they shall give rise to a beautiful symphony. Yet when struck without reason or thought, these notes may cause discord or disharmony. Therefore, the Gods decree to Their Teachers and Priests that all must be taught to master their harp, and to pluck their strings with care, that they cause no discord or imbalance.

 80.} Choose the Priests and Teachers of the Wicca with diligence and with care. The qualities that you should search for within them are Faith, Belief, Knowledge, Ability, Patience, Leadership, Humility, and a loving nature -- for they must lead and teach the children of the Goddess, and will thereby have the power to do great good, or to cause great imbalance.

81.} In practice it should be that the greatest of the Priests and Priestesses should guide the rituals within each of the Temples of the Old Gods, and truly you should be content with the advice and guidance given by them. Yet ever it should be given so that it is clear and understandable, for within the Temple each of the Wicca is free, and thus they should be able to recognize and to understand our ways and their implications. And those who cannot explain the inner workings, or give just cause and reason for their decisions, may be questioned, or the wisdom of the advice weighed.

 82.} Let the Priestess and Priest lead as long as they are able, and their leadership be wise and strong, and to the benefit of the Wicca. Yet if their health is ill-favored, or if the next generation needs to try their hand, then let them have the vision and the wisdom to step away from their position, and pass the duties of the Circle t o another. Let them not become overly attached to the office, nor too fond of the power.

 83.} If a Priestess or a Priest should tire of their duties and charges, then they may step down, but only after having trained and acknowledged a successor. If a Priest or Priestess deserts their Circle, then they have lost the right to ever lead again within this life, so great a trust they have broken. If they should return to the Circle within one turn of the Wheel, and are judged to have true atonement in their hearts, new insight and growth, then they may be forgiven, and allowed to return to the Circle, yet they shall worship only, and hold no office or title. Leadership is a sacred commitment and an honor, and they have shown that they cannot be trusted with such responsibility.

 84.} Any Priestess, Priest, or Elder who consents to a breach of the Laws regarding the use of the Craft to cause harm to others must immediately be relieved of their office, for it is the lives of the children of the Goddess which they endanger, as well as the honor of the Craft.

 85.} The High Priestess may take a Sabbatical from her Circle, if her personal life and duties require it, for up to a year and a day. During that time, the Maiden shall act as High Priestess. If the High Priestess does not return at the end of a year and a day, then the Initiates of the Circle shall name a new Priestess. Unless there is good reason to the contrary, the person who has done the work of the Priestess should reap the reward. If someone else is named, then the Maiden should continue in that office.

 86.} Each Priestess and Priest shall choose their own consorts, yet let them be wise in the learning of our people, and thus others shall abide by the wisdom of their choice. Yet if the Circle feels the decision is ill-advised, or that they cannot abide and work in honor and trust with that consort, then they may request a gathering of all concernted to meet and to talk, and to resolve the balance with love and honor. For only those who are pure and strong, keen and wise, patient and loving, can effectively and properly carry out the duties of a Keeper of the Circle.

87.} Those of the Priesthood shall not neglect their mates, or their children, or their house, nor anything which is in their possession; nor shall the sick and the needy be neglected for the sake of the Circle. Therefore, let them adjust the one thing against the other, that neither should suffer, and that which is given by the Gods is treated with love and respect.

88.} Long ago, at the time of Creation, it was deemed that the female should hold the power of life-giving. And such was the male force drawn to the love and beauty of the Creation of life, that he surrenders unto her keeping the force of his powers in the furtherance of life. Yet the Priestess must always remember that the fuel of the flames which light the fires within her Temple comes from the Priest. Thus she must use the force wisely, and only with love, and she must honor and respect he who is the activator of the Life Force.

HERE ENDS THE NEW BOOK OF THE LAW. 
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RECLAIMING: THE ETIQUETTE OF WITCHCRAFT

This article by M. Macha NightMare appeared in the Summer 1996 issue of the Reclaiming Newsletter. 

The Etiquette of Witchcraft, Reclaiming Style 

The greater community of Witchcraft- throughout the U.S. and abroad- has a few rules of etiquette of which to be cognizant.  I am well aware that ours is not a religion of "rules" (especially in the ecstasy-based Reclaiming Tradition), but in order for us to be free of inhibitions, to feel we are in "safe space," to get the most out of what we are doing and to protect those whose identity as Witches were it revealed, would compromise them in their mundane lives, it is imperative that everyone know and agree to abide by the following general policies:

 1.) First and foremost, a magickal circle is not for observers; it is participatory and experiential.  A circle is a religious rite and all participants should conduct themselves in a manner respectful to the Goddess. If one is not prepared to focus and contribute his/her attention and efforts to the ceremony, one does not belong in the circle.  If one does not wish to participate, s/he should excuse her/himself before the pre-rite meditation and grounding begins. 

2.) The taking of photographs is inappropriate and impermissible.  As noted in item 1 above, the ritual, and memories of it, are to be carried in one's heart; they are not a proper subject for objective observation and documentation.  The exception to this is when all participants have been asked before the ritual has begun, and all agree; or when the ritual is "staged" specifically for the taking of photographs, filming or videotaping. Photographing rituals requires special tact and sensitivity. 

3.) Craft groups and circles are not inviolably solemn, but they are serious in central purpose.  Inappropriate talking, joking, laughing, etc. are not only rude and disrespectful of the Goddess, the Mighty Ones, the priest/esses of the ritual  and other celebrants, but also they interfere with concentration and continuity of the ceremony.  She commands us to have mirth and reverence; humor and laughter are gifts of the Goddess.  Our attitude, conduct and energy should reflect both the joyousness and the solemnity of this our celebratory religion. There will be a period within the ritual for the sharing of food, drink and good wishes, and time for conversation and merrymaking. 

4.)  Since traditional lore teaches that consecrated object easily absorbs energy (becomes "charged"), tools, such as wand, chalice, athame, jewelry, drum and other ritual regalia, should not be touched by someone other than the owner without the owner's express permission. 

5.)  Once the circle is cast, all celebrants should consider themselves in it for the duration.  It is preferable for one to take care of personal needs before the ritual is begun, but if one finds it necessary to use the toilet, feels faint or whatever, one can either ask for assistance or "cut a door" in the circle and leave, carefully closing and sealing it afterwards.  The circle is intended to contain the energy and focus, and when it is casually entered and exited, that energy can become dissipated or lost and focus shattered. 

6.)  Anyone who is drunk, stoned or otherwise inebriated does not belong in circle.  In addition, the use of drugs or alcohol (this includes the smoking of cigarettes) in circle is unacceptable behavior; it can show disrespect and it puts the user(s) on another wavelength than the nonuser(s).  The exception to this is when the use of chemicals is sacramental and understood and accepted by everyone in the circle. 

7.)  People who invite others to rituals are responsible for preparing the guest(s) as to what is expected of them, how to behave, etc.  Guests cannot be expected to know what's going on all on their own, especially if it's their first Craft ritual, but much can be done by the person who invites them to make them feel more comfortable and included by giving them some information ahead of time about how things work and how people are expected to behave. 

8.)  What occurs in circle is sacred and not to be talked about with those who were not part of the circle.  This mainly applies to small, private rituals, and we in Reclaiming are more casual about rehashing big public ones, but if one is invited to a ritual presented by another Craft tradition, this rule is inviolate. 

The above guidelines are freely adapted from archival material graciously provided by Valerie Voigt. 
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And finally…. (Thanks Norm ()
TEN REASONS WHY YOU DON’T WANT TO BE A PAGAN
1. The books cost an arm and a leg, you don’t pick them up in hotel rooms or hospital lockers.

2. When you screw up, you pay big time. No easy out like “please forgive me, I made a mistake”. We don’t have the luxury of blaming our mistakes on others.

3. We have more bad things lurking in the dark. The other guys only have one.

4. There is no road map to life, you have to figure it out yourself. You have to think, and learn, continuously, like forever!

5. We do not get miracles, we have to roll up our sleeves to make things happen. That means hard work!

6. All our worship is self-generated. It is not done by a designated official and fed to us.

7. It’s hard work, all the time. Not just one hour a week, on Sundays, while we review the fashions. It is a lifestyle, not a club.

8. There is no social status in being ostracized, ridiculed, hated or harmed.

9. Our healthy approach to sex and our respect for women may be hazardous to your mental health. 

10. Consensus is that we are all going to Hell.
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