THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING SHORT STORY TOWARD STUDENTS READING COMPREHENSION OF THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS
OF SMPN 10 BUKIT KERATAI
A. Background



English language study is an increasingly prominent part of education everywhere. Even in Indonesia, not only high school students are require to study language but also the lower and middle school. In a country where English is still a foreign language, there are some school that have taught English lesson to their students in the very beginning school age.



There is an opinion that the best way to learn a language is by acquiring the language, like a child that tries to have his or her first language. It might create a belief that second or foreign language might be started earlier. Actually, the purpose of studying English is to make learners to be able to communicate in English. Thus, when the students have mastered in four English skills, such as speaking, listening, writing, and reading, they will learn English easily and quickly.


Based on the School Based Curriculum (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan), the purpose of learning English at SMP is to develop the four language 
skills such as listening, reading, reading and writing. These skills should be 
integrated and linked one to another in order to get competence when expressing idea 
fluently through reading. However the reality in the classroom indicates that 
reading is the most difficult skill for the students to master compared with the other 
three skills of English language. It is may be due to a lack of the students’ practice 
during  instructional  process ,  the  weakness  may happen  because  of  a  lack  of vocabulary, structure, and the language functions. 

In KTSP the teachers teach English by using genres (texts).One of the texts 
that should be taught   to the second year students is narrative . Hornby (1987 : 648) 
states that narrative is a story or an orderly account of events. Narrative texts usually 
try to write a composition based on learners’ experience. Narrative texts can be really 
enjoyable to be written and to be read. (Langan, 2002 : 194)   Narrative refers to story 
telling which is used in everyday life to explain, preserve history, and to entertain.

In teaching vocabulary, there are some strategies that can be applied. Therefore 
the teachers should be qualified enough to choose and use that strategy. One of 
strategy in teaching vocabulary is Group short story Strategy. It is a powerful 
strategy for checking understanding. (Koskinen et al,1988, p.892) in Rog (2003:123)” 
Retelling requires the reader to organize text information to provide a personal 
rendition  of  it.  Retelling has been found to significantly improve story 
comprehension, sense of story structure, and oral language complexity”.  
More specifically, the objective of reading based on the KTSP Curriculum or as follows:

1. Students are able to read English text

2. Students are able to interpret the gist of the reading text.

3. Students are able to communicate in oral and written forms.
For the students : it provides an opportunity to share what has been read or heard, it provides practice in reviewing the story and retelling it in sequence, it can develop oral language skills, it can arouse the students’ interest in English. 2For the teachers : it is an important type of assessment, it can determine the degree of understanding a student had of a story,  It can add a pleasurable variety to English learning atmosphere. 


Based on the writer’s temporary observation, the writer found some Phenomena as follows:

1. Most of students cannot read the reading text fluently

2. Most of students cannot retell what they have red

3. The students do not master in many vocabularies then they get some difficulties in understanding the text.

4. The students cannot analyze the main idea of the text.

Based on the background and symptoms above, the writer is very interested in carrying out the research entitled, “THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING SHORT STORY TOWARD STUDENTS VOCABULARY MASTERY OF THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS OF SMP N 10 BUKIT KERATAI”

 In Indonesia short story is not something strange anymore. Most of Indonesia children used to given short story when they were children by their parents or grandmother before they want to sleep in the night. Based on it, when they grow up they can remember the fairy tales was given and make use the story when they learn reading in particular in comprehend narrative text.

Langan, 2002:194 says that narrative sometimes refers to Vocabulary. It is used in everyday life to explain events, preserve history, and to entertain. Well chosen details help the readers envision that is being described. Other important elements of a narrative that keep the readers interested are inviting introductions and essential story features such as conflict, climax and resolution. 


Wood (1992) describes a cooperative learning strategy she calls Group short story, which can be used either with heterogeneous or homogeneous groups, depending on your instructional objectives and the students needs. In this strategy, students work in pair or   small groups: each group member is given a different passage, chapter, section, article, or other piece of material related to the topic of the lesson. Students are instructed to read silently for the purpose of preparing to retell the information on the summary form to their group members. During  the  retelling,  other  students  may  add  to  the  accounts  with  similar information from their reading or experiences
In every story has moral message to the reader. One of effective ways in giving moral to the children is by using fairytale. Most of children in this world like hearing hear fairy tale story. Through read it, the readers have already known about the characteristic of the actors and plot of the story in the fairy tale, it will easy for them to comprehend the text by guessing the meaning of the words in the text. If they can comprehend the text, they will enjoy the reading activities and can improve their ability in reading comprehension.


There are lot of valuable information about story is given to the students in this class. Moreover, one of the aims is to enable the students how to analyze fairytale. Fairytale can be analyzed in many ways. One of them is by analyzing the elements of the plot. An element of plot is a material taught in introduction to literature class. In this section, students are taught to know better the differentiation of Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution.

B. The Setting of the Problem
Junior high school students have already studied about narrative text, but sometimes most of them still make mistakes in analyzing the main idea of the text. This happened because the students might 
The purpose of the reading activity is to obtain some meaningful information from reading texts. Most of students get difficulties to comprehend the narrative texts. It is caused because the students are not motivated in learning reading because they are not interested to the material.

Using fairy tale in reading class one of alternative to increased the students’ a motivation in reading text it because fairy tale is familiar for Indonesia students. Fairy tales give moral message for the students when they were a child and they should have to remember that.

In short, this deals with giving fairy tale (interesting and familiar text) in teaching reading to the students. It is hoped that it can improve the students’ reading comprehension in narrative text.

a. The Limitation of the Problem

The problem of this research is focused on developing vocabulary ability of 
the first year students of SMP N 10 BUKIT KERATAI in Vocabulary. Most of stories that  taught by the teachers for Junior High School Students is Fairy tale. In this research, the writer would like to pay more attention to “group short story strategy” because by applying this strategy, the students   can share what has been read or heard and have opportunities   to express their ideas, feelings, and opinion freely in oral form. 
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