March 23, 2003

Phases of the Call – 1) ___________________     2) ______________________




1) ________________________ (first ____ years)

Makkan Phase

2) _______________________ (from year ___ to year ____)

(_____ years)




3) _______________________________(year ___ to ___________)

Since _______________was the center of idolatry, the call to Islam required unshakable will and determination to hit such a target first.

Early Converts (family and close ones)

1) First of the women: _____________________(his wife)

2) First of the men: __________________(best of his companions)

3) First of the children: ___________________(his cousin who was living with him since childhood)

4) First of the freed slaves: ____________________(he adopted him before Allah forbade adoption)

Revelation constituted of:

1) short surahs with strong pauses including ayahs that speak to mankind (                               ) rather than to the Muslims (                                              ).

2) the central topics- oneness of God (with no partners) and to worship Him only, warning against the falling prey to the deceptive glamour of life

3) clear and accurate account of Hell and Paradise

4) stories of the previous Prophets and the kind of punishments Allah sent to their people for disbelieving in Him.

They used to meet secretly in ________________________(House of ________________).

It is important to know that:

· the secret dawah was NOT for the Prophet’s protection but so that it won’t come as a sudden surprise to Quraish which was extremely dedicated to its worship of idols.

· secrecy is preferrable if open dawah causes harm but one shouldn’t call secretly if one is able to call openly which is, of course, more beneficial.

· The early Muslims were mostly from the poor and week (as with earlier Prophets) because Islam came with many human rights who were denied of them.  This does not mean that they chose Islam only to escape the oppression they faced.  They truly believed in what Prophet Muhammad had come with because he was known for his truth-telling and honesty and he was most trusted.

· the leaders of Quraish also knew Muhammad (pbuh) for his trustworthiness but they were too arrogant to believe in him and/or and they didn’t want to let go of what their forefathers had cherished (ex: Abu Talib).

· at first, when the people of Quraish heard about Muhammad’s call, they did not care much thinking that he was just one of those philosophists but gradualy, as he drew more and more followers, they started to watch him closely for fear of changing the prevalent mentality of Makkah.

