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Risks of recycled water

By J. Dennis Wolfe

Guest Opinion

I read Mr. Cronin's recent guest opinion on recycled water, about how good this water is.  What a harmless and seemingly innocent label this water has been given.  Let us refer to what it is, thereby preventing even one more person from being misled.  Recycled water contains treated feces and urine particles and no one can guarantee it poses no health risks.

Unfortunately, no matter how it is labeled, recycled water may be a forced upon our local communities because of our state's inadequate water supplies, sources and delivery systems.  Just look at this past week's breakdown of the Hetch-Hetchy system as the most recent proof. 

Worse, statewide elected leaders continue to let all Californians down

in addressing the water needs of the entire state.  Local communities

are sadly being forced to address the issue and that is not what they

were elected to do.  With all the health issues remaining decisively

unanswered, one may additionally argue that locally elected leaders are

not qualified to deal with the matter.  This is the real issue.

With a great deal of disservice to all of Redwood City citizens, people

like Mr. Cronin and evidently some locally elected leaders want to

divert the focus by shamelessly referring to decent citizens as merely 

a vocal minority.  I would like all who read this to remember that it was a vocal minority who brought about the American Revolution.   It is not the size of the group of people who is protesting that counts, but

rather the principles to which they adhere in their quest for what is

right.  That Mr. Cronin is why the United States is a "republic" and 

not a "democracy."

With the state caught up in its own bureaucracy over the delivery of

fresh water to local residential areas, the increasing use of recycled

water is an unfortunate necessity.  The issue in Redwood City has now

become even more focused and defined.  How far will local citizens 

allow recycled water to extend into their residential communities - past the commercial zones of the city where it should stay?

If it were not for the "vocal minorities" demanding answers, one has to

wonder when recycled water's unchecked extensive and potential over use

permeates the residential area and begins to indiscriminately endanger

people's health - both adults and children?  

Is there anyone who would dispute the impact of tainted water supplies

on people getting sick because of its use in residential areas?  In the

movie, "Erin Brockavich", the water was chemically tainted.  Recycled

water potentially has bacterial and viral contaminants.  Do not believe

even for one second, regardless of what is in the water, that property

values would not suffer.

At this point it will be too late to question why recycled water was

ever allowed into any residential area.  Real estate agents understand

disclosure laws that mandate what they must disclose to potential

buyers.  How would you like to read the following as you are preparing

to sign the purchasing agreement papers for a home you just know is the

right one for your family?  "Recycled water is being used at the

children's playgrounds and in common ground areas where at least one

child has gotten seriously ill from it."  You are not going to buy that

house, are you? 

I urge citizens to demand excellence from their city leaders as they

tackle this controversial issue.  If you will not stand up now and make

your voice count while you can, then do not complain later!
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