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Water Rates increase 6-8% for all Redwood City Residents

Floating recycled water…City wades through funding options to expand controversial program by Kathy Schrenk
Redwood City-As debate swirls around the safety of irrigating yards and playfields with recycled water, the city is flusing out plans to pay for the project.  The City is eager to expand its water recycling project into Redwood Shores and the area northeast of Highway 101 along Seaport Boulevard.
But financing the conservation measure will cost about $36.8 million-a price tag the city would pay via a variety of means.  Revenue bonds issued at the City Council's approval will likely make up the bulk of the funding, aid Public Works Director Peter Ingram. 
The city also hopes to get about $3.3 million in grant funding from the state, which Ingram said would only come from if voters this November pass Proposition 50, a $3.4 billion state bond measure that addresses water quality and conservation issues…
All this means rate increases for Redwood City residents.  For instance, if the city receives the state grants, rates will go up 6% each year from 2003-04 to 2007-08 fiscal years.  Without the grants, increases will be 8% the first year, 7 percent the second year and 6% each of the following three years.

The state grants have been assured to the city if Prop. 50 passes…
In the meantime, Council members still want to get more information on the recycled water itself, which is now used on median strips in Redwood Shores streets and on lawns at apartment complexes and office buildings in the neighborhood. 

"Safety on a median strip," said Council member Ira Ruskin, "is different than safety on a playground."
Some Redwood Shores residents believe it's not safe for the water to be used on landscaping near homes, or wherever children and pets play…

