Planning Commission likes developers’ latest plans on Marina Shores Project

Developers are optimistic they’re headed in the right direction.  Marina Shores would include a mix of high-rises and lower-density homes, a five-acre harbor with a walkway around the water, 25,000 square feet of retail space and either 150,000 square feet of office space and a 200-room hotel or 300,000 square feet of office space, project officials said.  The tallest of the 17 high-rises would stand at 210 feet, second in height in the city only to the Oracle buildings. 
San Mateo County Times Jan. 8, 2003
Marina project wins official praise
Marina-based community would add 1,930 units to Redwood City in 17 high-rises
By Suzanne Zalev,  STAFF WRITER

REDWOOD CITY -- After presenting their latest plans for a massive housing complex on the Bay front to the Planning Commission on Tuesday, developers are optimistic they're headed in the right direction. 

"It sounded to me like they thought we had been on the right track," said Tim Ridner, director of development for Glenborough-Pauls, which is proposing building the 1,930-unit Marina Shores Village on the former Pete's Harbor and Peninsula Marina sites. 

The initial proposal had about 600 fewer housing units, but at the request of city officials, the developers have included more housing, more retail space and less office space, with the possibility of a hotel on site. 

Planning Commission Chairman Rosanne Foust said the project has "come a long way" since she first saw plans two years ago. The designs presented on Tuesday are "innovative and classy," she said.

Those two words are something I would like associated with Redwood City," Foust said. "This project has a lot of potential." Variety of uses 

Marina Shores would include a mix of high-rises and lower-density homes, a five-acre harbor with a walkway around the water, 25,000 square feet of retail space and either 150,000 square feet of office space and a 200-room hotel or 300,000 square feet of office space, project officials said. 

The tallest of the 17 high-rises would stand at 210 feet, second in height in the city only to the Oracle buildings. Commissioner Hilary Paulson said she's concerned about blocking the view of the Bay. She said she wants to see the computerized model of the project to be sure the views won't be lost. She's also worried about traffic and the effects on downtown. 

Until the environmental impact report is released, there's no hard data on how thousands of additional cars will affect traffic in the city and on the freeway, Paulson said. The report should be released next month, Ridner said. 

And the city has been focusing on revitalizing downtown and not only getting people to shop there, but also to live there and get rid of their cars. Paulson said she's concerned how Marina Shores -- billed as a mini-city -- will affect those plans. 

Impact of retail 

Paul Powers, who is handling the project for Glenborough-Pauls, said the amount of retail has been an issue. At the urging of city staff, the developer doubled the amount, but if there's too much retail, it will draw people from other areas -- and away from downtown, he said. 

The developer will arrange a shuttle service with SamTrans from Marina Shores to Sequoia Station, he said, and he expects most people will do most of their grocery shopping there. 

Commissioner John Seybert was concerned the proposal did not include enough retail. 

"The more these people don't have to travel out of that area, the more of a sustainable community it is," he said. 

Seybert also said he thinks the project is progressive, and said he's spent time in the Central Valley, where cities repeat the same things they've already done. 

"I think it's clearly looking outside the box, and it's clearly a step forward in the thought process," he said. 

The commission took no action on the proposal Tuesday. An environmental impact report must be approved before the project can be considered for approval, first by the commission, and then the City Council. Staff writer Suzanne Zalev covers Redwood City and East Palo Alto. She can be reached at 306-2427 or by e-mail at szalev@angnewspapers.com . 

