
To:
From:
Re:

1g-r

Poliqn

Redx'ood City Council M€nrberc
ColleenJordan
Motion to implementCouncil Policy
on Recycled Water Use in Rcsidential Areas

Redwood Gtywill not nakt thc use of Rccyeled Watcr
Mnndatoryto Currcnt Hme Ownete or thcirAssociadons

Fellow Council Members,

Tonight I would like to ask you to mehe e commitment in the form of a Council Policy, as stated
above, not to force tecycled water use on currcrrthomewnm,

The following are the nearions why this policy is logid rational and reasonable.

1) OussirroNorSAEHY.

^. We will ncvcr hstrc Aholutc Proof. Whether or not trsaed effluent is "safe" is
nrrrently a hody debated issuc. As you can sec in fie attached rcport from the
Califomia Recycled Water Task Force, "dcspin a lorglttnory {wanrum h Cdfunia,
tfu #u$oa Qf t&8 {uan nsrc is till ffiwb n d#xc.. ." We will never be able to
ptove with absolutc confidence ftat there will never be negative consequences as a
result of it's intended use in Redrwood City.

b. What ie Acceptable today cn.' become Unrcccptablc tomomow. Bodr the State
and the'EPA are snrdying the potmtial health risks of recTcled nrater. Even if one or
both agencies declare a cettain "acceptable" lerreJ of ris\ rre've seen rrarious
eramples in histoqy where govemment agencies have had to bachtrack- The most
recent erarnple uhes place in Morurtain Viav (see attached anicles) where the EPA
had to bachtrack on what fiey *rought sras irn "accqltnble" levcl of a compound in
the ground. This compound is now known by the EFA to be 60 timcs more
dangerous than they previously tlroughe

2) Equiability. The pdmary god of Redwood City's Water Shoruge Contingency plan is to
"Shaft harfubips epitab! anoryall mnsrerdarcs." Ye! so far, the primary, bigesg most
expcnsive proposal in our Water Supply R€liabilitf plans, is to force ONE CLASS of
residential water rrsers (those widr common landscaping) o disproportionately carry the
burden of a potential drougfut by mandating the use of treated sewege on their lavns near
their children and pets. The irony is that residentswi0r HOAs (condos, toumhomes and
many single-family homes) are dready using less rrater dran singfe-family homes without
HOAs because they have, on average, much less lam'n and landscaping per family.

$ Benefit of the doubr The debate about the safety of recycled water rs, for the dme, a no-
win debate- The point here is drct drere is a subswrtid amount of residents in Redwood
Shores *rat do notwant tre thousands of unregulated substances found in treated
wasteweter arorrnd their homes, thcir childrcn and dreir pets. If tre health of the nest oi
Redrnrcod City vere at stake (ie. probable or eren possible death or illness for single-family
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homeowners as a rcsult of watcr nubning), then the use of recycledwateris worth the risk.
But that is not the case.

The benefit of the doubt ouglrt to be given to the potentid for adverse heal$ consequences
ftgnd&g's of dtwry&tover the potential for brounr lnnns ia c*ec ofdmr{g4rt

Ilernluation of Property. With reahots compelled to disclose the use of recycled wate!
the debate oFsafety becomes irrelevantwith regard to ptroperty sales. Perception is realiry -
and with a disclosure requirement regarding the usc of recycled water - the redity will be
that buyers will understand drat homes under mandetory rrycled water use are inferior to
those using potable water.

Buycrs in Ncm Der'&pmcnte will hcvc Choicc. b{a&ing NEW developmenrs subiecr ro
rec.vcled water use is fair. Those consuflrers will be able to choose whedrer or not to buv or
rent a home where recycled water is being used.

Enclosurcs

t. Letter from The Safmrater Coalition

2' Two Nevspaper Articles regarding EPA Backtrackirqg on 'hcceptable levels of risk"
3. Report from Califomia Rccycled WaterTask Force

4)
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$rG grtGtrrt B Ccr:.l.tidl
151 Uoorao Dr.
nrdwood Citf. Cr t{065

lor Citrr Couacil bctitq lmudr, lrb. 3, 2003
Sadrrood City Courrell
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City of n dwood Ci,ty
101? Iiddlrtidd rd.
8.O.Bor 391
scdnood Cit1l, Cl 94061-039L

Dear Redwood City Council DlerDbers,

Today, February 3rd, at our city council meeting you rrc Eolng to make
another decigion about recyclcd wastafletcr and how thls city is going
to move forward on the process, ID that cgntext, thc Sefcwater
Coalltj.on has a fcw thoughtg for you to rsvicw and respond. il.
=rrcrctfielly gstr rt ttrt thir lrtt s br pl,ra in h gittr Courci-j'
mtia,s rgndr.-

The 2002 Stace of Californle Recychd Water Task Force hag stated that
there ie no absolute proof of any health concerns. HoweveE, the
Chairman of ihls California State Recycled Tatcr Taek Force statad
clearly that thcrc is heal.th risks associated with treatcd wastrwatc.r.
In the report he states, "leccnt studl.cs in environrnental toxicology
and pharrracology have revealed potenEial long-tenr hcrlth rlsks
associated with chemical compounds such as dieinfection blproducts,
pharrnaceutically active conqrounda, peaticides, and pcraonel carc
products at low concentsrations." Said anothes flay, our owr state
lcrdcrs cannot guarantee our heaJ.th concetns whcn uslng treated
wastewater, How do you rcspond?

LocaIIy, realtors are starting to reguire E ncw dicclosure forn fron
Redwood City rcaidents, epccifieally !n Redwood Shorea" This new
dlsclosurc form regulre! r sclJ.j.ng party to dlsclose that the
possibil i ty of recycled wastewater wiLl be used on local propcrties.
Your decision toniEht HiLI nove thc city eJ.oaer to th€ possibil i ty of
this trater being used on private propetty, thereby rishlng decreased
prop€rty values and ultimately lower lax rGvGnues to the ctgy, How do
you respond?

You have pledged to NoT move the eity forward on a recycled w.6ter{atar
projcct unti l all health concelns hlvc bccn addreesed snd now you er€
vot.lng to rnove forward, How do you respond?

Mr. Ingran uses a drought as a ploy to get ouE city Eo mova forward on
this project. Yet,, thexe lc no drought. How do you respond?

Our vi.e€ rnayor, Mr. Jcff fra, srnt a letter datcd January 25th in which
he alsurad thc reeidente of Redwood Shores thEt no proJect r*ould move
forward int,o F.edlrood Shores with the voLe on February 3td on reeycled
water-pipelines. How do you respond?
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I*tr. rra also contirrns the aOoz statc Task Force has not f inall_zed irsleport' There are other sources nationally that discuss the hcalth andsafety issues eulroundi.ng recycled wastewaier. urtimatery, you r*iJ.J.need ro state that, there are lbsolutcry no health risks t.o theresideats of Redwood city in order to approve thn' use of recycledhrasEe$ater at our hornes. Abscnt this sti iehent and its basis, the clEycouncir will be in a v*lnerable positlon, Irow do you respond?

Moving forward with the recycred water-plpeline movas the city a stepcl0ser to rater a;rproval foi its use rignl at our homea. yet youstaEed on the racord in Deceuber t,hat ni aec:.sione woula be made untirall hear'th con.crns r*ere rdtigated. Did you mcan what you said thcn orhave you changed your n-ind now? How Oo yol respond?

The sinpre fact is that the decislon to establi.sh a rarEe recycledr^rascewater proJect is alt about monev.

The Safewater coalition respectf,ully reguest,s that you give duc
:3*'*l:',:"-":l: .::l:a-t-'?l:'i. i' 'a-.d;rr v{ru r,'. gninsrtr4rasr. +rir srs*ercd rrtrrlip.ira.r t".r"ttlil
ttrtl! cu thc naold thr* n^ --rr --^^---^;:--.l=rrtu

Thank you for your coneidcration Ln thi' mattcr aad we all awalt yourpubric rcsponae tonight and continulng conunltn6nt to the citleens ofRedwood City,

Fo'rndEr of, Safcmtcr Coellt -on
61.C*5C8- .96S8
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