The Independent Jan. 25, 2003
The Public Works Department is pushing ahead with plans to bring recycled water to Redwood Shores…
City to form financial plans for recycled water by Kathy Schrenk
Redwood City—The Public Works Department is pushing ahead with plans to bring recycled water to Redwood Shores and the Seaport Boulevard area of the city while opponents of the plan step up their resistance.

The next task for the city is to establish financing for the project, said Peter Ingram.  This has to happen fairly soon because the city is preparing to work with Caltrans on a combined recycled-water pipeline and bike path to be installed along Highway 101 between Redwood Shores and Seaport Boulevard.

Caltrans put the project out to bid and now needs money from Redwood City for its part of the project.  “It’s very unusual for Caltrans to move faster than us,” said Ingram.

City Council voted in June to maintain the path along the east side of the highway after it is built by Caltrans as part of its project to widen the freeway.  Caltrans agreed to build the path while it widens the highway only if Redwood City agreed to maintain it.  Sweeping and re-striping the surface, maintaining shoulders and fences and keeping the area clean will probably cost the city about $10,000 to $20,000 a year, said Ingram.


The project is key to brining recycled water from the SBSA treatment plant at the end of the Redwood Shores Peninsula to industrial users on Seaport Boulevard, and those businesses are anxious for that to happen, said Ingram.

Clem Molony of Lyngso Garden Materials and secretary of the Seaport Industrial Association said recycled water use along Seaport would greatly reduce the amount of Hetch Hetchy water usage among businesses there.  “It’s logical infrastructure addition,” Molony said.  “Industrial sites often need water for cooling and for manufacturing processes…”

The fight against recycled water by some Redwood Shores residents is “well-meaning.  But there’s never been any health problems in 40 years of using recycled water,” Molony said.  “My expertise is in water quality and there’s no concern.”

In fact, recycled water use could help stretch the amount of drinking water cities are allotted and allow for more housing to be built to ease housing and transit problems.  “If you look at the picture from a broader view, from what’s good for the Bay Area-transportation, housing, smart growth-it’s just totally a good idea,” he said. 

Recycled water opponents are still fighting strongly and are concerned that the city might be pushing through an unsafe proposal to allow for more future development.  Recently they put up a website and are starting to contact their state representatives.  

City Council has considered options for coping with the next drought, which is inevitable, said Ingram.  But Ray Wang, a Redwood Shores resident and member of the Safewater Coalition (http://geocities.com/safewater94065), suggests that assumption is a fallacy.  Some statistics forecast that another severe drought is not likely for 50 years, he said.  Plus, current precipitation levels are above normal.

Wang said that the state is well prepared with reserves of water in case of a drought.  And even if there is a water shortage, residents would rather let their lawns go dry than use recycled water, he said.  “Given the choice of having brown grass versus unknown or undiscovered health effects, I think the answer is obvious, “ said Wang.

The city wants to use recycled water to irrigate turf on common open spaces and some lawns in the parts of Redwood City near the bay.

