March 24th, Housing and Human Concerns Committee meeting 

Christina Lai, Safewater Coalition

http://geocities.com/safewater94065

Members of the Housing and Human Concerns Committee and concerned Redwood City Residents, my name is Christina Lai.  I am the Founder of the Safewater Coalition, a coalition opposed to the usage of treated wastewater (Recycled Water) in our residential areas.  We currently represent the concerned wishes of over 2700 residents of Redwood City and thousands more in the Silent Majority.  From our understanding, the Committee's goal is to advocate the improvement of the quality of life of Redwood City citizens and to assure that human considerations, as set forth in the General Plan, are given adequate consideration in physical and economic decision making.  Any resolution set forth today that advocates or supports the usage of treated wastewater in residential areas, is a complete violation of your Committee's goal.  Why is this?

First and foremost, no expert who testifies that the water is safe will assume liability for both short-term and long-term health issues. Experts at the State Recycled Water Task force also agreed that there was no conclusive evidence to say that treated wastewater is safe.  They also agreed that more research on emerging contaminants and their impact on health needed to be conducted.  They cannot and would not say treated wastewater is safe.  They have in effect applied the precautionary principal and we ask you to do so as well.

Consequently, most Redwood City residents do not want treated wastewater as an option where our children will be playing, near our loved ones, and around elderly areas for many reasons including:


1. There are no clean bills of health on treated wastewater.

2. There is no clear way to monitor for safety; we don't even know all the potential contaminants in treated wastewater.

3. The State’s ultimate goal is to have recycled water for drinking use, and force it on your community.   Once we are overdeveloped, we will no longer have any choice. They have already tried in San Diego and LA and have been fought with heavy resistance.

4. A part of your mission is to serve the most underprivileged and by supporting treated wastewater, you are creating an Environmental Justice issue by taking away their ability to choose their water.

5. In effect, these communities who cannot fight for non-treated wastewater are in effect bullied into submission.  They will compromise their health for the benefit of developers who will profit greatly and not provide any long-term health assurances to these residents.

We recognize that we are already over our water allocation.  We also share your passion for affordable housing initiatives.  We think we can do our part as a city through conservation for outdoor and indoor use.  This will keep us living within our means.  However if you are aggressive about growth, treated wastewater is not a viable solution to our water allocation unless you know the water is unequivocally safe.  If it is truly safe, then have the City make written guarantees to cover long-term health issues.  So far, no one dares to.  This means we may need to grow judiciously.

We hope you consider these factors and keep the committee from making a huge mistake on treated wastewater.  The health of our residents are being put at risk by developers who will not assume these long-term risks.  Any housing initiative that support treated wastewater will take away the goals of advocating the improvement of the quality of life of Redwood City citizens and to assure that human considerations, as set forth in the General Plan, are given adequate consideration in physical and economic decision making.  Isn't that your stated mission?

We'd like to suggest that your resolution include language that advocates the city search for alternative water solutions that does not include recycled or treated wastewater until they are ready to assume liability for any short-term and/or long-term risk.  We'd also like you to include language that supports the spirit of the Feb 3rd City Council Ordinance against Mandatory Ordinances on treated wastewater. 

Safewater Coalition would like to state its position clear for the public record.  We agreed that we have water issues.  We agreed that we have housing issues.  But what we don’t agree is why add to the water issue with more people?  Why not rehabilitate existing stocks of housing and not create new problems?

Thank you

