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	Redwood City drops wastewater order for lawn watering
By Shawn Neidorf
Mercury News
The Redwood City Council voted 5-2 Monday to rule out making recycled water mandatory for residential landscaping, a proposal that had concerned some Redwood Shores residents.

Colleen Jordan, who proposed the ban, didn't expect to win council approval Monday, as some council members had said before the meeting that it was too soon to make that decision.  “It was a welcome surprise,” she said.

The city is trying to reduce its dependence on Hetch Hetchy system water by using recycled water for landscaping and industrial businesses. Redwood Shores residents were concerned that they would end up with recycled water on their property because their homeowners' associations water their lawns -- and the associations could count as major water users and be affected by the recycled water shift.

Vice Mayor Jeff Ira decided to support Jordan's proposal to improve relations with Redwood Shores.

“We just really needed to build trust between the city and the homeowners out there,'' he said.

Recycled water is wastewater that has been treated to make it safe for non-household uses.

Also at Monday's meeting, the council voted 6-1 to commit $1.85 million to build a pipeline to carry water from a recycling plant in Redwood Shores to other parts of Redwood City.



Contact Shawn Neidorf at sneidorf@sjmercury.com or (650) 688-7550. 
	


