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More recycled water 
A CANDIDATE FOR re-election to the Redwood City council has started to promote using recycled water throughout the Bay Area. Ira Ruskin is chair of the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency. Until now the agency has mainly focused on repair of the Hetch-Hetchy delivery system. But Ruskin has announced his intention to widen the focus to promote recycled water in all 29 cities of BAWSCA. 

This is despite two years of continuing and widespread opposition stirred up in Redwood City. The city had to agree to not put recycled water on private property of subdivisions that rejected it. It is still facing the opposition of many parents to its use in school playgrounds. 

Redwood City based its contention that the recycled water is safe on the opinion of several physicians. The opponents disagree, basing their opposition on the opinion of other experts in public health and also on the fact that a member of the coccidioides group is not susceptible to chemical treatment of water and can cause illness in people with suppressed immunity. They also worry that other contaminants may have a delayed effect. 

A committee has been formed in Redwood City to find some way to use the recycled water without putting it on school playgrounds. Perhaps Ruskin should have waited for the result of the committee's deliberations before inviting a new conflict. 

Christina Lai 

Safewater Coalition

Redwood City 
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