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Recycled-water plan on agenda
MANDATORY USE BY REDWOOD SHORES UNDER DEBATE
By Shawn Neidorf


Councilwoman Colleen Jordan will ask her Redwood City colleagues to rule out mandatory use of recycled water for residential landscaping today, a proposal that some of her colleagues call premature.

For now, recycled water is intended just for big-water clients, mostly industrial users. But Redwood Shores residents who belong to homeowners associations could end up with recycled water because their associations, which water residents' lawns, count as major water users.

Redwood City uses more than its allotment of Hetch Hetchy fresh water, which is fine so long as the water is available. But in the case of a drought or emergency, Redwood City could face rationing. Using recycled water for landscaping and industrial uses would lessen Redwood City's dependence on fresh water.

“If using recycled water in Redwood Shores landscaping would avoid potential illness or death in all of Redwood City, I could see it's worth the risk,'' Jordan said. “But what we're helping to avoid is brown lawns and dirty cars.''

Today's city council agenda also includes a proposal to commit $1.85 million to build a pipeline to carry water from a recycling plant in Redwood Shores to other parts of Redwood City and other communities that could buy it.

Christina Lai, a Redwood Shores homeowner, wants the city to promise not to make her water her lawn with recycled water -- with that promise, she'd support the project. “Then we'd stop this fight. We will work with them.''

But without more study, two council members said they weren't ready to make that commitment.

Mayor Dick Claire said a majority of the council wouldn't make a decision in a vacuum. “We're not going to have any data Monday to make any decisions about whether we're going to make it mandatory hook-ups or not.''

“I doubt that we're going to create a system where it's going to be mandatory at this time for residential users, but clearly we don't have enough information yet to make any final determinations on that,'' said council member Jim Hartnett.

Jordan isn't sure there will ever be definitive information, at least when it comes to the safety of recycled water. She said that while the water is tested for many chemicals before it can be used, there are many more that are not tested.

She also noted that many things that had been deemed safe were later found by agencies such as the Environmental Protection Agency to be unsafe. She pointed to current concerns over the chemical TCE, which leaked into the ground in Mountain View from older technology companies. TCE is believed to be at least 60 times as dangerous as previously thought.

