	By Philip Nettle

I have enjoyed the many benefits of living in Redwood Shores for 22 years.  A proposed City public works project has me very concerned that our wonderful lifestyle here in the Shores may be threatened by an inadequately researched and hastily conceived recycled residential water program that, if adopted, will most certainly be detrimental to our community.

 At a recent meeting of the Shorebird Homeowners Board of Directors, where I currently serve as President, our board representing 192 residential units, made an unanimous vote in opposition to the mandatory residential only recycled water program that is being promulgated on the residents of Redwood shores by the Redwood City Council.  This really has nothing to do with water conservation, but rather appears to be a thinly-veiled attempt to free-up water resources for the downtown theater development and the high-density, high rise residential project near Pete’s Harbor.  Both these projects are in the approval/construction pipeline, but apparently lack water allocations.  It is premature to force dirty, recycled water on Redwood Shores residential irrigation system users without thoroughly exhausting all other voluntary conservation measures.  Should the need arise; I am convinced that most Redwood City residents would be more than willing to endorse a meaningful water conservation plan.  Before mandating a draconian water plan on only shores residential users, the City should develop a reasonable and equitable comprehensive water conservation program that must apply citywide to all residential and commercial developments.

Our Board has grave concerns regarding the lack of definitive research documenting the safe use of recycled irrigation water in association common use landscaped areas, public parks, school yards, and private yards.  Can the City assure us that there will be no associated health issues arising from human and pet interaction with this water? What are the future and long-term affects of exposure to the emerging contaminates from this wastewater?  After all, we are discussing the use of a product derived from partially treated sewage.  Would you encourage your family to spend time on a lawn, which has been watered with recycled water containing possibly toxic substances?  This water will be non-potable, which means it deemed not safe for drinking.

It is also obvious that there will be substantial negative financial consequences for us as result of the implementation of this ill-conceived recycled water distribution system at our homes and condominiums.  Should this proposal be adopted by the City, there is no doubt that the citizens of Redwood Shores will be further burdened by increased local taxes and water rates to finance the new water delivery system from the water (sewage) treatment facility to our residences.  Consider the extraordinary costs associated with building the piping infrastructure necessary to tie-in and meter our residential landscape irrigation systems to the new City supply.  Why should we be forced to finance a water delivery system that is of no benefit to us, and may be harmful? 

Consultation with some of our landscape experts also indicates that recycled water, with its many deleterious contents, will be detrimental to some of our beautiful, mature landscaping that we spend so much time and money maintaining.  Will the City guarantee the replacement of damaged plant materials over the coming years? Much of our unique landscaping is decades old, and can’t be adequately replaced with new sewage water tolerant plant materials.

All Shores residents, and especially HOA’s, should further investigate the many negative affects of the mandatory recycled water project being proposed by Peter Ingram, Director of Public Works.  If you want to protect your family’s health and your property values, and are in agreement with me that this mandatory water program is not in our best interests, please contact the City Council, or appear at a council meeting to voice your displeasure.  Let them know in no uncertain terms that this half-baked recycled water ‘experiment’, done in the guise of water conservation, is not wanted here in the Shores.  I have always believed that public officials are elected to office to best serve their constituents’ wide ranging needs and interests, but this sadly seems to have been forgotten by the City Council in their decision-making process on this contentious issue; a proposal that is targeted to only directly impact the Redwood Shores community here in Redwood City. 
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