By Karen Pace

Her passionate support 

My name is Karen Pace, I am a resident of Redwood City.  

I am also the President of Stratford Bay Homeowners’ Association.

Stratford Bay is a community of 105, single-family homes.

I find it difficult to stand before you today as I consider a number of you my personal friends, I have worked on a number of your campaigns, and I consider myself a community activist, mostly in support of the City Council and government.

I am here today representing not only the other 104 families who live in my community, but also my family, which includes my two sons, Dylan and Connor ages 4 and 6.

The residents of Stratford Bay are very concerned about your considering the use of recycled water, and have expressed to our management company as well as the Board of Directors that they are adamantly opposed to the use of recycled water for lawn irrigation including parks and school fields.

On a personal level, I am deeply concerned about this possibility.

As a resident of Stratford Bay, my home backs up to the 6-acre ball field located behind Sandpiper school.  I cannot fathom this proposal would be considered in any serious way if I could bring you, the City Council, to my home one summer and have you observe my children as well as 100’s of other children (and a few adults!) who spend time running through the sprinklers on the field, getting soaked, water dripping down their hair and faces.  Clearly these children are ingesting some of this water as well as absorbing it through contact with their skin.

To say the sprinklers are set for the middle of the night so no public contact is possible is silly, this is not full proof.  There are many, many days that sprinklers are on mid-day.  In addition, even when the sprinklers run at night, in the morning huge puddles exist in the perimeter beds as well as on the adjoining school grounds, school children play in this water.

And, what about the number of children we see in the streets and driveways playing in puddles of lawn irrigation runoff?

As I consider the idea of such a change being made to my community the questions I ask myself and of YOU are:

· Will we create an ordinance banning playing in sprinklers and puddles?

· Will the city establish some sort of “litigation fund” or buy litigation insurance in concert with approving this proposal to enable you to fight or avoid liability for potential health damage to residents?

· If this were actually enacted, should I move my family to avoid potential health risks to my two small children?  Had the moms at Three Mile Island, Love Canal, or Hinkley, CA, where P.G. & E. was held responsible for their irresponsible decisions, to do over again would they have moved with their children away from those communities to somewhere with a safer environment?  I bet they would have.

· What are the risks the City is willing to take?

I believe the easy thing for any of you to do would be to dismiss my comments as over reactive and /or irrational; but I feel fortunate that a number of you have known me and my family for some time and I am certain that you know that I do not make public statements, let alone protest, without it being a very serious matter.

I know that I could go on supporting my perspective by vocalizing my support for housing development, recycling, conservation, fiscal responsibility, and on and on but I would like it to be CLEAR that whatever the challenges the City, and thereby the City Council finds themselves facing, if creating a potential health risk is part of the solution, then an alternate solution must be found.

Thank you for your time, and the opportunity for me to speak.

