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City Gouncil
recycles
water debate
Expert_s describe pros, cons of using
tlented waStewater for irrigrtion

By Kenry ScnnrNr
Indep end ent New sp apers

REDWOOD CITY - R'e_qCle{ out hisrory have cqqse{-gllv-9
-wg!e_{*-he,s_n-olb*g"_",_$,lli""LFonsequerrces.
S n q_UClf _ &_r. j qi en !i $ qs* to lnow - E_"i" _Arc_ qgh el plob_l e 1n s
-whetleer-itis-sa[e. yrdth recycled water. he said.

O.r, does the track record of -For one, it is unliKelv thal4qy.
projects across the country miid illnesses or severe, long-
prove that its use is safe? term illness*glSaUSSd -bJLlSSy:

It depends on whom you ask. ctea wat"i iouia U.emjoi;.
But these were the conflicting It would also be easy for young

viewpoints presented Monday children to be exposed to tox-
night at a City Council study ins in recycled water because
session. The council is prepar- they do not understand the
ing to decide next month risks and the precautions nec-
whether it will expand a pro- essary to prevent illness.
gram that uses reclaimed Atkinson-Barr believes precau-
sewage to irrigate public areas tions can be taken for older
in Redwood Shores. children and adults. In fact. he

WATfr: page 9/\

.LSUr_Sxpgf lLqqo..-€p9[s_o*tg3'allowshis14year-olddaughter
!y*!hg__Igsl4ent-fou_nded,-!afe-, to play on fields irrigated with
Jgatr1-*!3'-a_ll!iqg__g1L1|-__!,wg recycled water, cautioning her
grsplaJed----by."*-Et-W---s:-a-fl to wash up afterward and tell
gel.ei_+g41heplos and cons g-f her parents if she gets a cut or
gtn-USW-Slgd,rye!sr-fgr-l$r€3: scratch while playing, he said.
Ao_S. tr{nother expert, paul Loftrolm,

The city held a similar session @alihe'
last fall. Ijniversity of California, S4-rt
pDc-af --tlle- -e-xpg$, -Martin - !p n ci s co, . d e s cribe d the health

.AtkiasouBarr--b*egaustudgne ffi
resvsled.lygtsr_e-fegysery_ggoS!.q!Us3ti_eg!_4"""!!_Igqlcle"4
*w!sg-39- -eIE lqgn t-e{y- ! qq99 I le$Sgll.l g4-., gas tro in-
pear his home in southsrn etl leqll!ffi
jfornia proposed usiqgrsggle4 ,a;r$ s.l""ri-t. h"\r. not-a;ter:
Ju3ls-r.-:'Ils-?-q--c-bp-s&e4*t9_4iq-spy-: - Jltued*- lh"e- -p-qip.t at- whictr
Sr-*tttS*-le_sk--s-f---k!-o.wlsdge--=o_l.qtl*efn*iqals_]iks-boronandma_ni
_w3.tg,r reuse advocates," he said. gg11.e_s_g_-Uqey_la.Uqe. suetr prob;
-Atkinson-Barr, wllo$_SpSStA} I"*f.-he_s3t!. ,

@ Traces of human hormones
jreati{rg _ -LyrBe dlqq3q_e, and medications like the choj
.&rgDgL the use qf rec.vcle_4 lesterol drug Lipitor can also be
gelglegielaEing.therircle; He found in recycled water, he

and said other such experi.
ments and accidents throdgh:

compared it to cannibalism


