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Impact of marina project debated
Traffic, noise and water are concerns
By Suzanne Zalev, STAFF WRITER
REDWOOD CITY -- While it will take drivers longer to get through some intersections if a 1,930-unit housing development is built, proponents of Marina Shores Village say residents may spend less time sitting in traffic. 

The draft environmental impact report for the huge development, proposed for the Peninsula Marina and Pete's Harbor sites east of Highway 101, says the development will cause backups at some intersections and increase traffic on nearby highways. 

But the project will be within three or four miles of 90,000 jobs, said Paul Powers, a representative of developer Glenborough Pauls, and people who couldn't find housing nearby may be able to move in and shorten their commutes. 

While several people spoke of the need for housing at a Planning Commission hearing on Tuesday -- including representatives from Sequoia Hospital and Caada College, others said they're concerned about the project's effects on noise, traffic, wildlife, compatibility with the nearby industrial area, the city's already-tapped water supply and other issues. 

Marina Shores is a good project, said James Jonas, who lives at neighboring Docktown Marina, but if the project is built in phases over six to 10 years, construction noise may become unbearable. 

Chris Mann, director of real estate services for Graniterock near the port, said he's worried about how the noise and dust from that business will affect the Marina Shores residents, who may complain to the city about the nearby industrial businesses. 

"The project doesn't impact us, but we impact the project," Mann said. 

And unless Redwood City is able to increase its water supply or reduce its water use, Marina Shores can't be built. There has to be an adequate water supply for the city to approve the project, Principal Planner Tom Passanisi said, and a report determined this is currently not the case. 

Redwood City is looking into recycled water -- for irrigation and industrial uses but not drinking water -- but no decisions have been made. If the city approves a project, Powers said Marina Shores will use recycled water for its irrigation. 

Harbor community 

Marina Shores would include 1,000 homes in high-rise towers, 791 in mid-rise buildings and 127 in townhomes, said Tim Ridner, director of development for Glenborough Pauls. The company envisions a harbor community reminiscent of European towns, including office space, retail and possibly a hotel. 

Powers said Tuesday that while the economy makes things more difficult, it's not affecting the developer's plans. There's still a housing shortage on the Peninsula, he said, and the company already owns the land. 

"I've been in this business 40 years. (The economy) always comes back," he said. 

It's been almost two years since the company evicted about 325 boat owners from the Peninsula Marina. Powers said the marina was dilapidated and a safety risk to those living there, and the company was no longer able to insure it. 

Next steps 

The city is taking public comment on the report through April 17, and a final report will be issued in a few months. The Planning Commission, which did not take action on the draft report, will consider approving the final report in June and making recommendations to the City Council. 

Marina Shores will also require approval from several other local, state and federal agencies, including the state Department of Fish and Game and the Federal Aviation Administration. 
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