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	Councilwoman says recycled water use shouldn't be forced
By Suzanne Zalev, STAFF WRITER
REDWOOD CITY -- Saying there will never be "absolute proof" that recycled water is safe, a Redwood City councilwoman plans to ask the council to agree Monday not to make its use mandatory in existing residential areas. 

Though recycled water is believed to be safe based on available information, Councilwoman Colleen Jordan said in a written report that there have been "various examples in history where government agencies have had to backtrack" because something is later found to be dangerous. 

However, a vote to approve the proposed recycled water project is not imminent. Vice Mayor Jeff Ira, president of the council's Utilities Committee, said Jordan's request took him by surprise. 

"I just think it's premature, and we don't have enough information," Ira said Thursday, reiterating that the council will not approve any project unless it is proven to be safe. 

City officials are looking at recycled water for landscape irrigation and industrial use as a way to reduce the city's fresh-water use. Currently, Redwood City uses about 1,000 more acre-feet of water annually from the Hetch Hetchy system than it is allocated, and the expanding city's water use is expected to grow over the next two decades. In a drought, Redwood City could be forced to ration water to bring its use into line with its allocation. 

The proposal would bring recycled water to Redwood Shores and the Bay front area east of Highway 101. 

The council is slated Monday to consider recycled-water funding issues, including putting down a $1.9 million deposit on a recycled-water pipeline. 

Christina Lai, founder of the Safewater Coalition, questioned why the council is "voting to move forward" when council members had pledged "not to move the city forward on a recycled wastewater project until all health concerns have been addressed." 

Jordan is asking the council "not to force recycled water on current homeowners." It's fair to make new developments subject to recycled-water use, she said, because people will have a choice whether to buy or rent a home where it is being used. 

"I think I'm more in favor of postponing (a decision) until we get more information," Ira said. City officials have said a health-and-safety study will be complete in February or March. 

The council is scheduled to consider Jordan's proposed recycled- water policy, the pipeline and funding issues at a meeting beginning 7 p.m. Monday in the council chamber at City Hall, 1017 Middlefield Road.

 


